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PREFACE. 



The following ^' Papersl relative to the establiah- 
ment of Bepresentative Ingtitutions at the Cape of 
Good Hope/' exhibit the wishes and opinions of the 
ixihabitantd of that settlement in their own words^ on 
a subject which has been the theme of ammated dis- 
cussion among them for many years^ and on the 
proper disposal of which by her Majesty's Govern- 
ment^ they believe their existence as a civilized and 
Christian community^ in contact and interlaced with 
the barbarous heathen nations of Southern Africa, 
wholly depends. Sensible of the many and great 
advantages which the Cape of Good Hope and the 
mother country will mutually derive from their per- 
manent connection, in the course of the grand destinies 
opening up to the British people in the southern 
hemisphere, they are eagerly desirous of entering on 
that Career of self-government and self-reliance, which 
will rendei* theto worthy members of an empire that 
has risen to moral and political pre-eminence by the 
same spirit* But up to this moment, under a despotic 
form of local government, and a system of manage* 
ment in which they had no share, the older classes 
erf inhabitants taken over with the country from the 
King of Holland, have been made to feel like aliens, 
and the more recent settlers of British birth or origin 
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to feel like outcasts. Apart from each other, and dis- 
spirited by the practical contempt of their rulers, they 
could not act in that harmonious combination with 
which a free people instinctively follow, and controul 
the tendencies of their position. Individually equal 
to any other people, as a community they were feeble, 
slow, and backward. Their country languished though 
favoured by nature beyond almost any other region 
of the globe, and held by the sons of the most indus- 
trious and energetic nations of Eiu'ope. In the designs 
and works of peace, after a settlement of nearly two 
centuries, little was seen in the open interior beyond 
isolated efforts to subdue the wilderness, with the 
rudeness of infant art in the villages and towns j and 
when drawn into hostile collision with their uncivilized 
neighbours, they frequently saw their frontier swept 
almost with impunity for months by the most contemp- 
tible foes. 

The cause of this national infirmity is no where to 
be found but in their political institutions. Every 
thing else in their condition and circumstances was 
favoiu'able to vigorous growth j and had the mental 
energy and capacity for continuous exertion which 
distinguish the people whose blood is in their veins, 
found suitable employment in the noble, generous, ele- 
vating duties of freedom, instead of being chilled and 
almost extinguished by a sense of defeat and subjuga-, 
tion, and exposure to the capricious will of a distant, 
unknown, or delegated master, the inhabitants of the 
Cape would by this time have taken away the reproach 
from Africa of being for ever hostile to the higher 
forms of civilization, and presented to the world 
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another and not the least worthy of the many flourish- 
ing' offshoots from the British stock. Even the mere 
hope and feint expectation that the manag'ement of 
the internal affairs of the Colony was about to be 
committed to the inhabitants, has for some years back 
had a sensible effect on their character as a people ; 
and though far different from what it would have 
been had freedom cherished and regnilated its action 
from the beginning, the Cape from 1830 to 1849 
made as great progress as perhaps any other country 
ever did in the same space of time. The moral con- 
dition of the people, and the physical aspect of the 
country, were improving* visibly every year, and at 
the last mentioned period everything was full of 
promise. Many calamities had been sustained by the 
inhabitants, many notorious evils existed, and many 
formidable dangers threatened the settlement^ but the 
faith that redress and remedy would soon be in their 
own hands, according to the avowed intentions and 
implied promises of the British Govemiment, disposed 
them to endure all with patience, and encouraged them 
to make the best of present circumstances in the mean 
time. 

Repeated petitions had of late been addressed to 
Parliament and the Throne, praying for the speedy 
introduction of representative institutions. Those 
petitions appeared to have been well received, and 
were favourably noticed in both Houses with the 
apparent concurrence of all parties. Preliminary 
inquiries were instituted under directions from Lord 
-Stanley, then Secretary for the Colonies, in 1846, and 
in 1848 very able reports on the subject were forwiarded 
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to Downing* Street, drawn up by the principal officers 
of the Local Government. It was then understood 
that all was on the eve of accomplishment, and thoug-h 
the existing local legislature had fallen into contempt, 
and its immediate abolition as a sham and deception 
loudly demanded, even should there be nothing ready 
to take its place, faith in the sincerity and liberal views 
of the present ministers remained unshaken, and the 
people waited with loyal and patriotic feelings for the 
promised boon. 

But in 1849 and 1860 events occurred which 
changed the whole aspect of affairs. On several 
occasions the Local Government had been informed 
by the Colonial Minister that labour would be supplied 
to the Colony by the transmission of convicted felons 
from Great Britain and Ireland, '^ if the Colonists 
wished it/^ and on every occasion the Colonists had not 
only declined to accept the offer, but unanimously 
protested against their country being made a receptacle 
for criminals in any form or modification that could 
be suggested. Juvenile delinquents had been proposed 
and rejected. The intention of Government to send 
to the Cape as a place of punishment certain political 
offenders from Ireland, was also firmly opposed as afford- 
ing an opening for the introduction of every other sort 
of offenders ; and when it was finally suggested that 
convicts might be employed under strict restraint in 
constructing a breakwater in Table Bay, this was only 
listened to for a moment under the express condition 
that every one of them should be removed from the 
Cape previous to the expiration of their term of punish- 
ment, so that not one should ever mingle with the 
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population^ pr be permitted to remain iu the Colony. 
This opposition, in which all ranks a^nd classes con- 
curred, arose from no indifference to the perplexity 
felt in the mother country in disposing of her criminals, 
nor from any harsh feelings towards the unhappy 
victims of crime. It was founded on a knowledge of 
the very peculiar character of the various races which 
compose the labouring classes of the Colony, among 
whom such a leaven must have produced the most 
terrible consequences j of the half reclaimed natives 
within the Colony, and the barbarous and savage 
tribes on its borders, with whom daring and restless 
offenders would inevitably have formed cormexions; 
and of the fiticilities for vicious indulgence, to which 
the cheapness of spirituous liquors and oth^ circum- 
stances hold out irresistible temptations to men of 
ruined character and sensual habits. In short, the 
Colonists saw that there was no proportion between 
Hie evils which such a measure would inflict on them 
and the relief it would afford to the mother country ; 
whilst to the convicts themselves, to whose future wel- 
fare every system of punishment in this country has 
professedly some regard, the Cape would prove the most 
dangerous, the most degrading, the most fetal of any 
region within the British dominions. A degraded 
^lass of white mien compelled to associate with the 
most degraded of the black population must have 
speedily sunk into the lowest depths of moral turpitude 
and physical debasement. Profoundly impressed with 
these truths, all classes, including the Governor, all 
the members of the Government, and all the clergy, 
joined in solemn protests against the Cape being 
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virtually converted into a penal settlement. And such 
had been their reply to the Colonial Minister's last 
proposal, which he had softened with certain allusions 
to agrarian offences committed under the pressure of 
destitution in Ireland^ and guarded with expressions 
implying that the adoption of the measure T^ould 
depend upon the wishes of the Colonists to accept it ; 
when it was discovered from other sources that a cargo 
of convicts had actually been ordered to the Cape from 
Bermuda, and that military convicts were about to be . 
sent also from Mauritius, India, Hong Kong, and 
Ceylon, and this startling intelligence was soon con- 
firmed by an official despatch covering an Order in 
Council, in which the Cape was classed with Norfolk 
Island as a place to which convicted felons might be 
sent under sentence of transportation. The Governor 
was at the same time instructed to procure the pa^singr 
of ordinances by the Local Legislative Councily which 
was a mere formal and passive instrument of Govern^ 
menty for the due administration of this new convict 
system in the Colony ^ as the convicts were to be dispersed 
in a state of comparative freedom over all the country. 
This open defiance of public opinion at once roused 
the whole community to a sense of their political de- 
gradation, and convinced them that in none of their 
institutions did there exist any the slightest barrier 
against the most destructive inroads of despotic autho* 
rity. It was not only an act of oppression of the 
most deadly tendencies, but a palpable violation of a j 
promise on the part of Her Majesty^s Government. 
Confidence vanished ; their petitions and remonstrances 
had been despised j the Minister had broken his word ; 
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the convicts were at sea^ and might he within a few 
weeks or even days of their shores ; and although the 
Governor openly condemned and lamented this act of 
his superiors, he solemnly vowed that he would carry 
it into effect, and land and disperse the convicts at all 
hazards. 

A widely dispersed community wholly inexperienced 
in political action, was thus left to its own resources, 
in circumstances that admitted of no delay. Happily 
the Press was free, and the right of holding public 
meetings unrestricted. By the first the whole truth 
was quickly and clearly made known to the whole 
community; and by the other the means of defence 
were simultaneously discussed, and unanimously 
adopted from one end of the Colony to the other. The 
plan was simple. A similar measure had been proposed 
in 1842, and the Colonists had then in reply in a me- 
morial to the Throne, solemnly '' pledged themsehes not 
to employ or receive into their establishments on any 
terms y convicted criminals of any description under 
sentence of transportation/^ They now renewed this 
pledge to one another, with the addition that they 
would '^ discountenance and drop connection with any 
person who might assist in landing^ supporting^ or em- 
ploying such convicted felonsJ' This last condition 
was essential, as it would have been in the power of 
any one individual by applying for successive parties 
of convicts from the transport ship, to enable the 
Governor to fiilfil his instructions to land and disperse 
them all. And though the Members of the Legis- 
lative Council were individually as hostile to this fatal 
measure as any in the whole Colony, yet as the stand- 
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ing majority of them were officers of Government ariet 
bound to vote for every measure proposed by the 
Governor^ and as Earl Grey had directed that ordi- 
fiances should be passed by this body for working out 
his sehemey a/ad thus give a heal legislative sanction to 
the whoUy it was farther resolved, that any person 
retaining or accepting a seat in that Council, would fall 
under the operation of the '' Pledge," And upon this 
%o many of the Members resigned as to suspend its 
action for the time. 

The Pledge was to be carried out by each man for 
himself. The word at the closing of the public meet^ 
ings was '' Let every one go home and keep the Pledge J^ 
Nothing more was necessary, and most faithfully, 
amidst many dangers and much suffering, did the 
whole body of as mixed and heterogeneous a popula- 
tion as ever existed, maintain this impenetrable barrier 
until the Order in Council was revoked, the convict ship 
which had ridden in their bay for many months had 
disappeared, and the right of the inhabitants to be con- 
sulted on their own affairs, practically vindicated* 

And here it may be stated that an imposition has 
been practised on the Parliament and people of Eng- 
land with respect to the character of the convicts sent 
from Bermuda to the Cape of Good Hope. It was 
insinuated often, and sometinaes said distinctly in high 
quarters, that they were political offenders, or persons 
driven to a sort of political criminality in Ireland by 
the pressure of want and the instigation of agitators. 
This is untrue. They were all common malefactors 
from every part of the United Kingdom, with the 
single exception of John Mitchell, who was very 
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propa*ly kept apart from the rest in a place by him- 
self* It will scarcely be said, either, that the military 
convicts destined for the Cape from Mauritius, Hong 
Kong*, India, and Ceylon were merely political ofr 
fenders. If the Colonial Minister ventures to deny 
tins he is challenged to produce a copy of the '' lAa^^ 
of the convicts whom the Governor of Bermuda sent 
on board the Neptune to the Governor of the Cape. 
No names need be given. The places where those men 
were tried, the crimes of which they were cormotedy and 
the term of years for which they were condemned to 
transportation will either justify him in making the 
statement J or justify those who have given and now re*- 
peat a flat contradiction to it. But this by the way. 
The revocation of the Order in Council and the removal 
of the convict ship restored order, but the whole trans- 
action left behind it a sense of insecurity which could 
no longer be endured. The Minister who could act in 
such a case so inconsiderately, might at any time act as 
strangely in cases that would admit of no remedy. The 
whole Colony, therefore, as if moved by a common 
spirit, had resolved to demand an immediate change in 
the local government in language that could not be 
misunderstood, when it was suddenly announced that 
representative institutions of the most liberal character 
had been conceded and were actually on their way. 
The publication of the Report of the Committee of 
Privy Council soon satisfied the hopes thus excited, 
and the conduct of the Governor, who, waiving the 
privilege of nomination, invited the only representativj^ 
bodies or boards in the Cplony— Municipal Boards in 
towns and Road Boards in the counlry— to recommend 
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individuals whom they would wish to see appointed 
members of the existing Lesgislative Council, to which 
the important duty of filling up the subordinate ar- 
rangements of the new Constitution preparatory to its 
being confirmed by Her Majesty were to be committed, 
was equally applauded. The conduct of those Boards 
was equally judicious. Instead of directly nominating 
the new members they requested their own constituents, 
that is all the road rate and municipal rate-payers in 
the Colony — ^the future constituents of the promised 
Legislature — to send in to them lists of names, and 
they transmitted those names to the Governor to which 
the greatest number of votes was attached. Five seats 
in the Council were vacant, and four of them were thus 
filled up by a very popular form of election. The rule 
w^as departed from with regard to the fifth j the 
Governor selecting the individual who was the 
eleventh instead of the fifth on the list. 

The " elections/^ as they were called, being closed, 
all remained quiet for some weeks, until the arrival of 
the Letters Patent granting the new Representative 
Institutions. With slight exceptions their provisions 
were universally approved of j and though they pro- 
vided that the existing Council, besides its peculiar 
duty of completing the Constitution, might also proceed 
to acts of ordinary legislation, this was left to the dis- 
cretion of the Governor, who, having so often and so 
warmly expressed his wish that fi'ee institutions might 
be speedily introduced — that ^^ the people might be 
governed through the peoph?^ — could scarcely be sus- 
pected of a design, by taking advantage of this clause, 
to I'evive the action of the Council which the public 
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voice had so unequivocally condemned^ or by means of 
mere prerogative to anticipate the Free Parliament 
which, if due diligence were made, might be assembled 
within six or eight months, in its proper and most im- 
portant functions as guardian of the public purse. 

But, as the following papers will shew, the Cape 
people were doomed to be once more disappointed. On 
the day on which the new Council assembled the 
Governor announced that a number of Bills, including 
the Estimates for two years, would be laid before them. 
Four of the elected members at once resolved to oppose 
the introduction of any measure not connected with 
the Constitution, but until these Bills should be formally 
laid before them they could make no objection, and in 
the mean time they urged forward as much as was in 
their power the peculiar work for which the Council had 
been, reconstructed, hoping to see it accomplished be- 
fore the anticipated movements of Government should 
force them into opposition and possibly into retirement. 
Differing on some main points from the Government, 
they saw a draft approaching completion which con- 
tained the true principles at least of freedom, when 
suddenly a list of no less than fourteen BillSy uncon^ 
neeted with the Constitution was laid open, and after 
a long discussion it was determined by the official 
majority of the Council and the two nominees, that such 
bills might be proceeded with. On many grounds the 
four popularly elected members had come to the con- 
clusion that if the Council was suffered to resume its 
ordinary business, the ^^Constitution" would be in- 
definitely postponed and come out at last in a state far 
from satisfactory, everything that had yet been done 
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being* merely in the form of Resolutions in Committee^ 
which had again to he submitted to the full Council in 
which the Government had a fixed majority, every one 
of whom were hostile to some of the chief articles of the 
Letters Patent themselves, and all decidedly averse to 
the amouint of popular influence which thoie articles 
admitted into the legislature. They had also cleadrly 
ascertained that the vast majority of the Colonists by 
whom they had been nominated or elected had not and 
would not knowingly have delegated them for such 
purposes, their determination being* to prevent by every 
possible means the resumption of legislation by a body 
so notoriously directed and controlled by a single will* 
They therefore at once resigned their commission^ 
and retired. On the acceptance of their resi^ationd 
the Council became once more incomplete, the remain- 
ing" members not composing a quorum, and local 
legislation from that moment ceased- 

That the four seceding- members had correctly in- 
terpreted the nature of their mission was speedily 
proved by the resolutions immediately passed by publid 
bodies or boards, and by numerous public meetings of 
rate-payers held throughout the Colony, whom they 
regarded as their constituents, copies of which chiefly 
occupy the following* pages, from which it will appear 
that the Colonists were utterly avei'se to the resumption 
of ordinary legislation by the local Council as at 
present constituted, and that they heartily approved 
of the course adopted by the four members, which it 
was hoped would convince Her Majesty's Government 
that such resumption was neither possible nor ex- 
pedient, and that the peace and safety of the Colony 
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couM only be maintained by the immediate estabfish^ 
ment of Representative Institutions^ that is, of a local 
Parliament freely elected by the people, to whom the 
internal affairs of the Colony should be at once handed 
over as they stood, instead of being* anticipated by a series 
of measures passed by a body which had avowedly ceased 
to command the slightest portion of public respect. 

But flirth^r and above all, a suspicion had taken 
full possession of the public mind that the singularly 
liberal provisions of the promised constitution had been 
granted under the pressure of recent occurrences, con- 
trary in riaany most important and vital particulars to 
the views and opinions of all the members of the Local 
Government who formed the majority of the Council, 
and of the Right Honourable the Secretary for the 
Colonies himself, and, consequently, that if the action 
of the Local Legislature could be revived and carried 
on upon the old footing, pretexts would be found for 
postponing its introduction to some distant day, and 
finally for so modifjdng the obnoxious freedom of its 
fundamental principles by subordinate arrangements 
of an opposite character, as totally to nullify the boon. 
They had just seen an exemplification of this policy in 
the whole of Earl Grey^s proceedings with respect to 
the introduction of convicts. While professing to con- 
sult their ^^ wishes ^^ he had been acting in direct 
opposition to their most solemn and urgent remon- 
strances and protests, and had aggravated the injury 
he had resolved to inflict, by the insulting expression 
of a hope that when they became better acquainted 
with the convicts they would regard the measure as a 
beneficial one ! They had been compelled to place in 
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his way a physical impossibility, and to that alone he 
had yielded. They felt that they were again about 
to he placed in similar circumstances, and they resolved 
to anticipate the danger hy rendering Local Legisla- 
tion impossible, until it was fairly committed to their 
true representatives in a Free Parliament. They, 
therefore, expressed their full approbation of the resig- 
nation of the four members, by which the Council was 
virtually abolished. They invited them to draw up 
the outlines of a Constitution based on and including 
the chief provisions of the Letters Patent of May, 
I860. Of that outline, when published in the form of 
sixteen articles^ a vast majority expressed their appro- 
bation, and they once more addressed petitions to Her 
Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, earnestly- 
praying that a Constitution consistent with the mate- 
rial points of those articles might be granted without 
delay y as they foresaw that ^^ there was danger in 
delayJ^ And to prevent, as far as they had the 
power, the occurrence of this dangerous delay ^ they 
deputed two of the four seceding Members of 
Council to carry their petitions to England, and to 
take such steps as events might suggest on the spot 
for impressing on all parties the necessity of a speedy 
settlement. Delays, however, have been too success- 
fully interposed, and the subsequent misfortunes of the 
Colony, and its present perilous condition, have too 
painfully demonstrated that the danger foretold was 
not imaginary. 

And as this majority has been treated with affected 
contempt by Lord Grey and Sir H. Smith with their 
subordinates in despatches and speeches intended to 
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prejudice tie public mind^ it is but just that its char- 
acter and composition be scrutinized. Does it consist 
of petty little factions^ or fractions of obscure cliques in 
different parts of the Colony^ and discontented agitators 
on the one hand^ or subservient parasites and place- 
hunters on the other ? No ! That majority can be 
shewn to constitute the most substantial part in 
property and position, as well as in overwhelming* 
numbers, of the entire population of the Colon)\ By 
far the greatest number of Municipalities and Road 
Boards, in short the great body of the people, even 
in districts where the Municipalities and Eoad Boards 
were dissentient or silent, the inhabitants of the 
districts of Wynberg and Koeberg (two of the most 
important communities in South Africa) — the vestry 
of the Lutheran congregation, ministers of the Gospel 
and instructors of youth, — men against whose high 
moral and religious characters, and truly loyal spirit, 
all the ingenuity of malice and virulence of party 
intrigue conspire in vain. All such are to be found 
among the supporters of the cause of free and just 
government, and of the men who have thrown them- 
selves into the breach against the assaults of despotism 
and tyranny. The documents hereunto annexed prove 
this fact beyond the possibility of refutation, and the 
Secretary of State and Governor may safely be chal- 
lenged to produce any party, however deserving of 
their favour for ^^ loyalty to themselves^*^ that can be 
compared to this majority either in number, respecta- 
bility, of importance J though it has never been 
stttempted to be denied that there are among those 
who have not coincided with the majority in all 
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respects^ including officials^ men of high character^ 
ability^ and moral worth. Still it remains an over- 
whelming fact^ that there is not ane considerable party 
to be found among all the opponents of the majority 
who are agreed am^ng themselves eoocept on the very 
point on which they agree with the majority — viz., all 
agree that the Constitution must be granted, that it 
must be brought into operation without delay — ^that 
delay is dangerous; most of them, particularly the 
Governor and his adherents, insist that it should be 
granted by an instrument to be issued in England, 
and that the Local Legislature cannot safely be 
revived, but on every other point the various fractional 
sections of the opponents of the majority are divided 
among themselves, whilst the great body of the people, 
the great majority alone, have agreed to, and stand 
by the sixteen articles. They are the inhabitants of 
districts and towns in which the estimated value 
of landed property amounts to £4,891,216 out of 
£6,698,080, at which the whole of such property in the 
Colony has been appraised, thus leaving £1,302,466 
for the districts which have dissented, together with 
those which have not signified their views, or ^re 
divided on points of detail or subordinate arrange- 
ments, but the rural population whereof were known 
to be generally favourable to the popular side. The 
district of Albany alone has entirely and unmistake- 
ably dissented j — ^its appraised landed property amounts 
to £660,672. Port Elizabeth— without having de- 
clared itself, may be considered as siding with Albany 
— its landed property was valued at £118,672. So 
that £678,682 is to be placed against the above 
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£4^391^315. Then on which side is the majority ? 
And Buch is the majority which Lord Grey and his 
employes affect to treat en bagatelle ! But to proceed ; — 
While the four retired Members and the Colonists at 
large were thus employed, the remaining Members of 
Council were formed into a ^^ Commission^ by the 
Governor for the same purpose of drawing* up a Con- 
stitution, which they accordingly did, differing in some 
particulars from that sketched by the four Members, but 
not so materially as to prevent Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment from fi^aming on the basis of the two a scheme of 
a Representative Legislature, which would have been 
generally acceptable and readily acquiesced in by the 
whole community. For this ail parties were now most 
anxious, and the Governor and Executive Council 
earnestly pressed its necessity on the consideration of 
Earl Grey, — the Governor himself, in a despatch 
dated jfrom King William's Town, Kaifraria, February 
19, 1801, earnestly deprecating any further reference 
on the subject to the Cape, where it had been so amply 
discussed, and public opinion so clearly ascertained* 
And the two delegates from the Cape, as profoundly 
impressed mth the danger of delay , felt justified in 
stating to Lord John Eussell, in letters addressed to 
that nobleman in May and June last, that if this 
point were conceded, the other points of difference 
between the provisions of the Letters Patent and the 
sixteen articles might be easily postponed for adjust- 
ment by the Parliament, and that though they stiU 
entertained objections to several articles of a ^^ Draft 
Order in Council,'* drawn up by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral, Mr, Porter, and sent from the Cape by the 
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Governor, yet without compromising their opinions on 
those points, they would forbear to press them further 
than by submitting them to his Lordship's considera*- 
tion, being willing to sacrifice all minor points for the 
sake of one great object, immediate relief to the 
Colony, from its present critical position, provided the 
Constitution were confirmed with the advice and 
cansent of Parliament — which was alone competent 
thus to settle the question by its supreme authority. 
Unhappily a different course has been adopted. 
Pretexts as foreseen, have been found for delay ; and 
those very dangers which that delay has partly caused 
and unmeasureably aggravated, are, up to this moment, 
employed as grounds for still further delay, the end of 
which no one now pretends to foresee. And in the 
meantime something more irritating and more danger- 
ous than mere delay has been added to swell this 
storm of discontent and suffering. While expecting 
from the liberality of the British Government, accord- 
ing to a promise beyond their former hopes, one of the 
most popular forms of Eepresentative Institutions 
ever conceded to a Colony, the inhabitants have just 
learned with astonishment and mdignation, not only 
that the old condemned and dismembered Council is to 
be revived at some distant period previous to the fulfil- 
ment of that promise, but that their affairs are to be 
committed in the meantime, which may be any 
length of time, to a new Council, consisting of eight 
persons only- — the Governor, and five officers of 
Government, with two unofficial nominees, whose pre- 
sence however is not required, and avowedly not 
expected— four being a quorum, and all the official 
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members being bound to vote in favour of every 
measure proposed by the Governor I 

On these unaccountable proceedings every successive 
mail from the Cape furnishes a heart-rending commen* 
tary. Discontent^ despair^ and open revolt within, and 
without, a combination of hostile tribes, numerous, 
fierce, and exasperated to the highest pitch of invete^ 
racy, threaten to extinguish every trace of civilization 
in the interior, if not to subvert British authority alto* 
gether in Southern Africa. 

The papers contained in this volume sufficiently 
prove that nothing was left untried by the Colonists 
to prevent those dangers, or to be prepared to meet 
them with promptitude and effect, by a cordial union 
amongst themselves, and a consequent hearty and 
zealous co-operation with the Executive Government, 
which the ftdfilment of ministerial pledges would in an 
instant have produced. With a Government deserving 
confidence, united and combined as free men only can 
unite and combine, they are ready and able to defend 
their country, and to enable the British Government 
to command respect wherever the British name is 
known in the interior of that portion of the African 
continent* Deceived, insulted, apparently betrayed, 
their fairest prospects blasted, their finest provinces 
laid waste, would it seem wonderful, should they have 
begun to look to other lands, and to speak of escaping 
into the savage interior, because it is beyond British 
jurisdiction ! 

But it is never lawful to despair of one^s country. 
A restorative if not redress may yet be found, should 
Parliament in its next Session awake to what is due 
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to its dimity and its duty. They have to choose 
between the Colonial Office and the Colonial Empire — 
at least in Africa. They have abundant materials in 
this volume^ and in the Parliamentary papers printed 
during the two last Sessions, on which to come to a 
sound conclusion, both with respect to the causes and 
the only remedies for the present ruin of the Cape. 
The country expects this with natural impatience, for 
the finances as well as the honour of England, and 
the claims of suffering humanity, will by that time 
utter a voice too loud and peremptory to be drowned 
by the petty quibbles of official sophistry, or to be 
quieted by such official misrepresentations as disfigure 
too many pages of the Parliamentary Papers recently 
printed in connetH^n with this subject. Happily the 
Minister cannot neglect his duty, or directly oppress 
the Cape people, or permit a false and foolish policy to 
exasperate and force into exterminating warfare the 
native tribes in their neighbourhood, without money, 
and happily that money must be drawn from the 
pockets of those whose indifference alone allows J;him 
thus to torture their dependencies. Kaffir wars utterly 
useless and ever ending as it now appears in leaving 
things in a worse condition than before, have within the 
last fifteen years cost the people of England three times 
as much as the new Houses of Parliament. It will 
be found that the expenses of the present Kaffir war 
alone would have built St. PauFs. Nor is the Kaffir 
war the only one now on our hands. Two other 
tribes equally formidable, are already in the field, and 
unless a check is interposed in time, and British 
ascendancy in some degree recovered by wisdom and 
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justice rather than by force, many others, not less to 
be dreaded, will soon swell the southward-bearing" tide 
of savage invasion. Is Great Britain to shrink and 
retire before such foes ? Are British finances to be 
drained in slaughtering them? Is that which con- 
ciliation and justice would make an ornament and 
source of power to the empire, to hang for ever upon 
it an opprobrious burden I 

But what is the remedy ? Let every Englishman 
ask himself how his country became strong and secure 
against all assault. Or if he has forgotten that this 
noble country was once the prey of foreign invaders, 
or marauders, the north from the south, and the south 
from the north, let him look across the Atlantic, and 
observe how between thirty and forty feeble settlements 
have sprung up into sovereign states, almost within 
the memory of man, and ask the secret of this sublime 
development of power. Here and in America, native 
minds swayed native councils, local policy was directed 
by local knowledge. Immediate, palpable duty, ever 
watchful self-interest, and the necessity of self-defence 
made every man a practical patriot, and every patriot 
a hero. The people were free, and freedom warms into 
activity all the faculties of the soul. Freedom never 
slumbers, never halts on the march of improvement. 
The riches of nature are wasted on the slave j he feeds 
on them as a beast, and remains the companion of 
beasts. The free man converts the very sterilities of 
nature into elements of power, claims the wilderness 
as his inheritance, and fills the solitary place with the 
gladness of security, abundance and refinement. The 
only bulwark of civilization against barbarism is 
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liberty. Have faith in this great spirit of freedom, 
and infuse it without delay into the South African sec- 
tion of your empire* It will speedily disperse the clouds 
now lowering* on your reputation there, and in due time 
relieve you from all fear, all trouble, and all expense 
in vindicating the superiority of civilized to savage, 
of Christian to heathen man. But begin while it is 
called ^^ to-day,*' for otherwise be assured a night of 
desolation is coming, in which even British power 
would work in vain. 

London, October \ 1851. 
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PAPERS 

RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 

07 A 

REPRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE 

AT TAB 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



Extract from Observations on the proposed Establish- 
ment of a Representative form of Government in 
this Colony (Cape of Good Hope) by the Honour- 
able Mr. Justice Menzies, one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court. 21st March^ 1848; — 

^' It is admitted on all hands that the present Legis- 
lative Council has neither worked well nor produced 
any benefits or advantages which could make its 
abolition a matter of regret. 

Even when its functions were best administered^ 
almost the only advantage derived from it was, that as 
it had some unofficial Members in it, and sat with open 
doors, the measm'es introduced by Government were 
explained and discussed publicly ; while it was at all 
times obnoxious to the objection that in consequence of 
a majority of its members being official, and every 
Official Member being obliged to vote with the Govern- 
ment, its existence enabled those for the time adminis- 
tering the powers of the Executive Government to free 
themselves, if not in the opinion of her Majesty's 
advisers, at least in the eyes of the British Parliament 
and nation, from the responsibility for measures which 
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they could represent as having* been passed by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council^ 
although they were as purely and absolutely the acts 
of the Executive Government alone, as if no Legfisla- 
tive Council had existed. 

But during the last four years it has been day by 
day declining in public estimation ; and had at length 
fallen, as an institution into such disrepute, that if one 
or two unpopular measures of importance had been 
forced and hurried through it by the weight of the 
Executive, it is almost certain that the machinery for 
legislation in this Colony would have been brought to 
a total stand-still, by the resignation or abseiice from 
the Council of the unofficial Members, and an universal 
refosal to take their places by every man who was 
qualified to succeed them. 

The only change of which, under its present con- 
stitution, the Legislative Council is susceptible, is an 
increase in the number of its unofficial Members, so as 
to give them a decided majority, on all occasions, over 
the official Members j but even if a sufficient number 
of qualified persons could be found to compose such a 
majority, the principle of the nomination of unofficial 
Members by the Crown has become so distasteful to 
the inhabitants of the Colony, that this change alone 
would not reconcile them to this Council, or render 
them* less discontented with, and distnistfiil of, the 
Colonial Legislature. 

If, then, the Legislative Council, as at present con- 
stituted, ought to be abolished, it must universally be 
admitted, that in the present state of men's opinions on 
"political institutions, to attempt to remedy the defects 
in the present Council, by substituting in its stead some 
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institution exclusively executive^ without the infiision 
into it of any popular element^ would be a measure 
which no enlightened and sagacious statesman would 
ever tKink of having recourse to. 

Without reference to any abstract opinions in favour 
of a representative form of government^ it does^ there* 
fore^ appear to me^ with all due submission^ to be the 
imperative duty of her Majesty's advisers forthwith 
to introduce into the Constitution of this Colony popu- 
lar representation to some extent^ and in some form or 
other^ unless absolutely prevented from so doing by 
moral qr physical obstacles^ which render such a mea- 
sure practically impossible. That such obstacles do 
not exist to such an extent it will not be difficult to 
flhow.-' 



11. 

To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen^ The 
Petition of the Commissioners of the Municipality 
of Cape Town^ Cape of Good Hope^ 

Humbly sheweth, 

That your Petitioners approach your Majesty with 
an assurance of their loyalty and respect^ grateful for 
the intended benefit conferred upon the inhabitants 
of this city, by the grant of a representative local 
Government, and beseeching your Majesty to extend 
that principle by conceding to the Colony the same 
representative legislative privileges which have been 
sanctioned in many of your Majesty's other Colonial 
possessions. 

That your Petitioners have observed from the pub- 
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lication of an extract of a Despatch addressed by the 
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to his Excellency the Governor of this Colony^ 
that in the event of any future contest with the native 
tribes, the Colony must be prepared to defray the 
expenses from its own resources. That since the 
Colonists are thus apprised that they must defend 
themselves, your Petitioners consider it but just and 
reasonable that they should be allowed a voice in the 
management of their own affairs, with a proper and 
efficient check and control over the finances and 
expenditure of the Colony. 

That the experience of fourteen years since the 
formation of the Council called ^^ Legislative,'' has 
proved to demonstration the utter inutility and worth- 
lessness of its institution and character, it being 
acknowledged that virtually, and for all general pur- 
poses and matters of importance the inhabitants of this 
Colony are in no way represented by the so-called 
unofficial Members of the Council. 

That with the solitary exception of the proposed 
^ Stamp Act,'' withdrawn by Government, in conse- 
quence of the opposition of the whole Colony, the 
petitions of the people, but particularly of the Munici- 
pality and Inhabitants of Cape Town, against many 
grievances, have not only been disregarded, but received 
by the organ of Government with marked contumely 
and insult, the petitioners disparaged, their arguments 
ridiculed, and their facts so distorted and misrepre- 
fiented as clearly to indicate the utter hopelessness of 
expecting redress from such a quarter. 

That even if the present number of unofficial Mem- 
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bers were freely chosen by the people to give an honest 
•and independent vote upon all Government questions^ 
their endeavours would be rendered nugatory and 
unavailing, by being subject to be outvoted at any 
time by the official gentlemen who are compelled to 
support all Government measures, however opposed to 
their own conviction. 

, That as the Legislature is at present constituted, 
Government has the power of passing any arbitrary 
and obnoxious enactment under the semblance of the 
same being with the advice and approval of the Coun- 
cil, it therefore becomes a matter of serious considera- 
tion, whether it would not be infinitely preferable that 
the Governor of the Colony should act solely upon his 
own views and responsibility, than to be under the 
necessity of resorting to so glaring a mockery of repre- 
sentation. 

Under these circumstances, and entertaining an 
entire want of confidence in a Council thus constituted^ 
your petitioners pray that it may please your Majesty 
to abolish the present Legislative Council, and substi- 
tute in lieu thereof such Legislature as will ensure to 
your Majesty's subjects in this Colon}'^ free institutions 
in accordance with the spirit of the times, upon the 
principle that taxation without I'epresentation is unjust 
and oppressive. 

A nd your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Hercules C. Jarvis, 

Chairman to the Board of Commissioners. 
Town House, City of Cape Town, 
July 26, 1848. 

By Order of the Board of Commissioners, 

P. T. Dennyson, 

Secretary. 
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III. 

Copy of a Despatch from Earl Grey to Governor 

Sir H. G. Smith, Bart., G.C.B. 

Downing- street, Januaiy 31, 1850. 

Sir, — I have now to transmit to you the Report of 
the Committee of the Board of Trade and Plantations, 
to which Her Majesty has been pleased to refer the sub- 
ject of the proposed establishment of a Representative 
Legislature in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

2. This Report so clearly lays down the outlines of 
those institutions which it is proposed to establish in 
the Colony, and so fuU}^ points out the g-eneral reasons 
which have induced the Committee to adopt its con- 
clusions, both in those instances in which they concur 
with, and those in which they differ from, the views so 
ably expressed in the several minutes and papers which 
I have received from 3^ou, that all comment on it from 
myself is rendered unnecessary. 

8. You will observe that *he recommendation of the 
Committee is, that the main and leading- features of the 
Constitution to be granted to the Colony should be laid 
down in Letters Patent. It will be my duty to proceed 
immediately to cause the necessary instrument for this 
purpose to be prepared j but it also directs that all the 
subordinate arrangements should be made by Ordi- 
nance in the Colony. 

4. You will, therefore, on the receipt of this Des- 
patch, immediately proceed to cause the necessary in- 
formation to be collected, and whatever other prelimi- 
nary work may require to be done, performed, with a 
view to the preparation of these Ordinances. The 
various details of the machinery of the Elections, the 
definition of the franchise of the Electors both for the 
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Assembly and the Legislative Council, and many other 
particulars, which will readily occur to you, are all 
subjects on which the necessary provisions will be 
made by Ordinance, and not by Letters Patent, and 
as to which, therefore, you may with a view to expe- 
dition, prepare at once the matter to be embodied in 
the Ordinance, without waiting- for the arrival of the 
Letters Patent themselves, though of course, until 
they reach you, the subject cannot be brought under 
the consideration of the Legislative Council, 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Gbey, 

Lieat.-Governor Sir H. G. Smith, 
&c. &c. &c. 



IV. 

Extract from her Majesty's Letters Pate^^t. 
We, of Our special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, do hereby declare and ordain that there 
shall be within our said settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope a Parliament to be holden by you Our 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, and to consist of 
you Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief, a Legis- 
lative Council, and a House of Assembly : And We 
do hereby declare, ordain, and appoint that the said 
Legislative Council (subject to the exception hereinafter 
provided) and the said House of Assembly shall 
consist and be constituted of such persons as shall be 
elected in such manner and form, and for such terms 
and under such regulations as shall for that purpose 
be prescribed in any ordinance or ordinances to be for 
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that purpose passed by you, with the advice and con- 
sent of the present Le^slative Council of Our said 
settlement; Provided, nevertheless, that it shall be 
prescribed in and by such ordinance or ordinances 
that the Chief Justice of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope for the time being* shall be, by virtue of his 
office, a member of the said Legislative Council, and 
shall preside over the same: Provided, also, that 
every such ordinance shall contain a clause suspending' 
the operation of the same until it shall have been 
confirmed by Us, with the advice of Our Privy 
Council: And We do hereby declare Our will and 
pleasure that you. Our Governor, with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, so to be constituted and elected in manner 
and form aforesaid, shall have authorit)'' to make laws 
for the peace, welfare, and g'ood government of our 
said settlement : And We do hereby further declare 
Our will and pleasure, that in the said ordinance or 
ordinances for constituting* the said Leg'islative Coun- 
cil and House of Assembly, provision shall be made 
for enabling" and empowering* you. Our Governor, to 
transmit to the said Legislative Council or House of 
Assembly for their consideration the drafts of anj'- 
laws which it may appear to you desirable to introduce, 
and also any amendments for the consideration of the 
said Legislative Council and House of Assembly (if 
you shall so think fit) in any Bill presented to you for 
Our assent, and for prescribing* the manner in which 
such drafts of laws and amendments shall be dealt 
with by the said Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, and for determining the regulations under 
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which Bills appropriating sums of money to the public 
service may be introduced in such Assembly^ amended^ 
and finally enacted ; and for empowering* you, Our 
said Governor and Commander-in-Chief, from time to 
time, in the exercise of your discretion, to dissolve 
such Legislative Council and House of Assembly, 
tog'ether, or such House of Assembly separately: 
And we do hereby reserve to ourselves full power and 
authority by an order or orders to be made by Us in 
Our Privy Council to alter or amend such ordinance 
or ordinances as shall be passed by you, with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council of Our 
said settlement, for the purpose of constituting- and 
establishing" the said Assembly, and for such other 
purposes as are hereinbefore specified: And We do 
further declare our will and pleasure to be that it shall 
be competent for you, our Governor, to continue, with 
the advice and consent of the present Legislative , 
Council of Our said settlement, to make, enact, ordain, 
and establish laws for the peace, order, and good 
government of Our said settlement, until the first 
writs shall issue for the election of Members of the 
said Legislative Council and House of Representatives, 
under and by virtue of such ordinance or ordinances 
so to be made and passed as aforesaid, but no longer : 
In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster, 
the twenty-third day of May, in the thirteenth year 
of Our reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, 

Chables Edward Pepys, 

Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 
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V. 
GOVEBNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
May 6th, 1850. 

His Excellency the Governor in directing* the pub- 
lication for g-eneral information, of the subjoined 
documents relative to the introduction of BepresentO' 
five Institutions into this Colony j desires at the same 
time to make known the principle by which, after 
considering' the subject in the Executive Council, he 
purposes to reg-ulate the composition of the existing* 
Legislative Council, to which, as will appear from the 
Documents in question^ such important duties are to 
be entrusted. 

The greatest number of unofficial Members, who 
can by law be appointed to the Leg-islative Council, as 
at present constituted is six, and of these six Members, 
one Member already holds a seat. 

His Excellency is, therefore, just now enabled to 
appoint five unofficial Members, and it is his intention 
in selecting" them, to act, as far as the circumstances 
will permit, in accordance with the spirit of the mea- 
sures which the Leg-islative Council is to consider and 
mature, and to take care, as far as in him lies, that 
the sentiments of the Colony at larg^e be ascertained 
and represented. 

Looking" to the views entertained by Her Majesty^s 
Government relative to the qualification of voters for 
each of the proposed Chambers, His Excellenc}^, in the 
absence of any machinery for applying* in detail the 
principles approved of by Her Majesty, considers that 
he will be carrying out these principles, as far as con- 
venience will allow, by calling upon the several Muni- 
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cipalities, and the several District Road Boards, 
throughout the Colony, to furnish him with the names 
of such Gentlemen as they would respectively desire 
to have appointed unofficial Members of the present 
Legislative Council. 

The Commissioners and Wardmasters of each Muni- 
eipahty, actings jointly — and the members of each 
Divisional Road Board, are, therefore requested, after 
ascertaining" as far as possible the views of the house- 
holders and rate-payers respectively, to select and 
transmit to the Secretary to Government, with the least 
possible delay, the names of whatever number of colo- 
nists, not exceeding five, such body of Commissioners 
and Wardmasters, and such Divisional Road Board, 
shall respectively propose to have appointed to fill the 
existing vacancies in the Legislative Council. 

From the names to be thus submitted to his Excel- 
lency he will be prepared to fill up the vacancies in 
question, in such a manner as shall seem most calcu- 
lated to secure the appointment of the five Gentlemen 
willing to seiTC, who shall appear best entitled to the 
confidence of the several classes and districts composing 
the entire Colony. 

His Excellency requests that the several Municipa- 
lities and Divisional Road Boards will, as much as may 
be, avoid naming any persons except such as they 
have reason to believe will serve, if appointed, as Mem- 
bers of the present Legislative Council, pending the 
establishment of those Representative Institutions which 
tire now in preparation. 

By command of his Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Government. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



12 

VL 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
23rd July, 1850. 

With reference to the Government Notice of the 6th 
May last, His Excellency the Governor directs it to be 
notified, that having* had under his consideration in 
the Executive Council the returns sent in by the several 
Municipalities and Divisional Road Boards in pursu- 
ance thereof, he has offered the five vacant seats to the 
undermentioned gentlemen, viz : — 

Sir a. Stockenstrom, Bart., 
C. J. Brand, Esq., 
F. W. Reitz, Esq., 
J. Fairbairn, Esq., and 
R. GoDLONTON, Esq. 
These gentlemen having* accepted the offer of these 
vacant seats. His Excellency has been pleased to 
appoint them thereto, subject to her Majesty's approval. 
His Excellency further directs it to be notified 
that the Leg-islative Council will meet for the despatch 
of business on Friday, the 6th day of September next* 
By His Excellency's command. 

(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Governments 



VII. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

Presented by His Excellency, 7 Sept. I860.— Memo- 
randum of subjects to be brought under the notice 
of the Legislative Council, on Tuesday the 10th 
instant. 
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1. Estimates for 1860. 

2. Supplementary Estimates for 1860. 

3. Estimates for 1861. 

4. Resumption of Public Works. 

6. The Financial Relations between the Colony, 
and the Orang-e River Sovereignty. 

6. The Ordinances which were before the Council 

last year. 

7. The propriety of enacting* a Law to establish 

Trial by Jury in Civil cases. 

8. Proposed establishment of a Rural Police in 

the Frontier Divisions. 

9. The state of the Law relative to the relations of 

Masters and Servants. 

10. The removal of Squatters from Government lands. 

11. The propriety of appointing Resident Magistrates 

at Missionary Institutions. 

12. The Wine and Spirit Ordinance. 

18. The Educational Establishment of the South 

African College. 
14. The confirmation of two amended Rules of Court 

proposed by the Judges of the Supreme Court. 



MINUTE.-LEGISLATION. 

Government House, Cape of Good Hope, 
lOtb September, 1850, 

Honourable Gentlemen,— The Ordinances which 
were read a first time on the 16th June, 1849, will 
again be broug-ht under your notice in the present 
Session. They are as follows, viz. : — 
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1. To amend the law reg-arding* the appointment to 
certain offices within the Supreme Court* 

2. To amend the law relating to the apprehension of 
Criminals and the prosecution of Crimes. 

8. To amend the law relating* to Grand and Petit 
Juries. 

4. For altering* and consolidating* the law relative to 
the Courts of Resident Ma^strates within the Colony. 

5. To amend the law relative to the Postage of 
Letters of Soldiers and Seamen. 

6. For improving the Public Prisons of the Colony. 

7. For regulating the payment of Wharfage Duty 
in Cape Town and Simon^s Town. 



Friday, September 20, 1850. 
The Council met at one o^clock, His Excellency the 
Governor and all the members being present. Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom presented several petitions from 
the country districts connected with matters of local 
interest; also one from Cape Town signed by upwards 
of Two Hundred of the most respectable House- 
holders and other Inhabitants of Cape Town, of which 
the following is a copy : 

To His Excellency Sib H. G. W. Smith, Babt., and 
the Honourable the Legislative Council of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 
The Memorial of the undersigned Householders and 
other inhabitants of Cape Town, 
Kespectfully sheweth, 
That your Memorialists have observed in the Ooverrv- 
ment Gazette of yesterday's date, a notice of the 
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business intended to be submitted to your Honourable 
Council on this day. 

That your Memorialists are of opinion that the gen- 
tlemen recently named to your Excellency, were so 
named for the sole purpose of carrying out Her 
Majesty's gracious intentions relative to the future 
Representative Government of this Colony. 

That your Memorialists pray your Honourable Coun- 
cil, therefore, to enter upon no other business than the 
drafting of the future Constitution of the Colony, and 
not to anticipate the deliberations of the future Parlia- 
ment on any of the numerous grave and weighty 
matters which your Excellency has signified your 
intention of bringing before the Council. 

And your Memorialists, &c. 
Cape Town, 20th September, 1850. 

The Secretary to Government presented a peti- 
tion of an opposite tendency, which had just been put 
into his hand and signed, he said, by the most respect- 
able heads of mercantile houses in Cape Town. The 
petition prayed that the estimates might be passed and 
that public works, &c. should be immediately resumed, 
and had 30 signatures attached to it. 



VIII. 
PROCEEDINGS OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Sept. 19, 1846. 
(Extract from the ''S. A, Commercial Advertiser,** Sept. 21, 1850.) 

Yesterday, in the Legislative Council, when some 
drafts of Ordinances were presented, and the motion 
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was made by the Hon. Secretary to Government that 
one of them be read a first time^ Sir Andries Stocken- 
strom moved an amendment to the effect that no other 
business should be proceeded with until the Ordinances 
containing" the Constitution of the Parliament of the 
Cape of Good Hope had been completed and passed. 
Upon this amendment a long* and earnest discussion 
arose, which terminated in a division, when it appeared 
that there were seven to four against the amendment, 
which was consequently lost ; all the official Members, 
with Mr. Godlonton and Mr. Cock, voting* ag*ainst, and 
Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Mr. Brand, Mr. Reitz, and 
Mr. Fairbairn voting- for it. The Attorney- General 
then moved to the effect that such matters as the Esti- 
mates should be proceeded with in due course, leaving* 
it to the Council to determine whether to proceed or 
not with other matters, as they mig*ht on fiill considera- 
tion think fit. This was carried by the same majority, 
the same four members, as before, voting* ag*ainst it. 

Sir Andries Stockenstrom then rose and read the 
following* reasons of Dissent, which he sig*ned and 
handed to his Excellency, tendering* at the same time 
his resig*nation, and retired, — Mr. Brand, Mr. Reitz, 
and Mr. Fairbairn doing the samej — 
Reasons for Dissent. 

1. Because I have come to the conclusion that I 
have been deputed to this Council by the constituen- 
cies which have elected me for the specific purpose of 
aiding* in the creation of Representative Institutions for 
this Colony, and for that purpose only. 

2. Because holding* my seat at this Board in virtue 
of the said election only, I do not consider mj'^self 
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authorized to enter upon any other matter than that for 
which I have been so elected and deputed. 

3, Because neither the matter now introduced by 
His Excellency, nor any one of the other matters com- 
prised in His Excellency's memorandum as laid before 
this Council on the 6th instant, or in the minutes of the 
10th instant, refer in the remotest deg-ree to the creation 
of Representative Institutions for this Colony. 

4. Because I deem it inexpedient in every respect 
that every one of the matters or subjects comprised in 
the said memorandum and minutes, be in the present 
circumstances of the Colony, settled by this Council as 
at present constituted. 

6. Because I do especially consider myself incom- 
petent upon the strength of the trust or commission 
with which I am charg'ed by the people, to vote away 
one farthing" of the money of that people whose object 
in thus deputing me, is to expedite the construction of 
a Constitution which shall place the whole of the said 
.money at the disposal of its Representatives to be in 
Parliament assembled. 

6, Because the Executive Government of this Colony 
has already for a considerable time g'one on to appro- 
priate the public money without the authority of the 
Legislative Council, and because it is more consistent 
with the spirit and sense of- the people, that the said 
irregularity, in as Jar as it may be strictly unavoidable^ 
should continue for a few months longer, and be 
answered for to the future Parliament of this Colony, 
than that the people should be debarred of its right of 
scrutiny by means of its representatives, through any 
sanction given to the said irregularity by this Council 
as at present constituted. 

c 
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7. Because I firmly believe that this Council as at 
present constituted, would deem it necessary to sanction 
items of expenditure which the said Parliament would 
reject. 

8. Because in the discussion of the question ^^ of the 
resumption of public works/' it is absolutely necessary 
that various interests be represented which are not 
represented by this Council. I allude especially to the 
Commercial interests of this Colony, and more especially 
the interest of such an important seaport as Port 
Elizabethy and because we have every reason to expect 
that those interests will be fully represented in the 
future Parliament. 

9. Because the financial Relations between the 
Colony and the Orange River Sovereignty, as well as 
the causes and history of those Relations^ require a 
degree of scrutiny which cannot be successfully con- 
ducted, except by the said Parliament, which it is 
expected will comprise members of the local know- 
ledge and information necessary in such scrutiny, 
because also any money voted for on account of said 
Sovereignty, without such scrutiny, would be highly 
unjust towards this Colony, and other parties con- 
cerned, and because the said financial relations would 
indirectly establish a connexion between this Colony 
and the Sovereignty, which ought to be left; to the 
decision of the future Parliament. 

10. Because of all the matters and subjects above 
referred to, there is not one which would not be more 
appropriately discussed by the said Parliament, and 
which would therefore gain considerably by a few 
months delay, for passing over ^^ the Ordinances 
which were before the Council last year,*' and which 
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cannot be of a very pressing* nature, the digcuflsion of 
" the propriety of enacting a law to establish trial by 
jury in civil cases/' would be materially benefited by 
the opinions of a greater number of lawyers than this 
Council now contains, and by the opinions of the 
merchants who, we may expect, wiQ be deputed to 
the said Parliament — Whereas the proposed Estab- 
lishment of a Rural Police on the Frontier Divisions, 
the state of the law relative to the relations of Masters 
and Servants, the Removal of Squatters from Govern- 
ment Lands, — the propriety of appointing Resident 
Magistrates at the Missionary Institutions— the Wine 
and Spirit Ordinance— the Educational Establishment 
of the South African College — and the Confirmation 
of two amended Rules of Court proposed by the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, ought certainly in the 
present state and prospects of the Colony, not to be 
settled except upon the most mature discussion by the 
legal, mercantile, literary, and agricultural representa- 
tives, who may be expected to be deputed to the said 
Parliament provided with the ftdl confidence of the 
country, — and 

11. Because if this Council and the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, as in duty bound, use their 
best endeavours to expedite the establishment of the 
said Parliament, that Parliament may open it« first 
session about the middle of the next year 1861, so 
that no material delay will be caused by the post- 
ponement of the said matters and subjects until they 
can be brought before the Representatives of the 
People instead of being carried through by a Legis- 

c 2 
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lature which but partially enjoys ther public confi- 
dence. 

(Signed) A. Stockenstbom, 

C. J. Brand, 
F. W. Eeitz, 
John Fairbaibn. 



To the respective Municipalities, Boad Boards, and 
Kate Payers throughout the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Cape Town, Sept. 21st, 1850. 

Gentlemen, 

We consider it our duty to address you as the con- 
stituencies in the late Election of Members to fill the 
vacant seats in the Legislative Council of this Colony, 
in compliance with the Government Notice of the 6th 
May last, as we are desirous that those who have 
honoured us with their confidence and placed so great 
a tiiist in our hands, as well as the public generally, 
shall clearly understand our motives for withdrawing 
from a position in which it would have been our pride 
and duty, no less than our anxious wish, to serve our 
country^ in the most important crisis of its history. 

Our reasons for declining, as your Bepresentatives, 
to enter upon any matter before the Legislative 
Council, as at present constituted, except the cre&tion 
of Representative Institutions for this Colony, were 
expressed in a paper, which we handed into the Council 
before retiring, and a copy of which we annex to this 
letter. 
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If you ask us whether we might not have protested 
against the votes of the majority^ without resorting to 
the extreme measure of resignation ? our answer is^ 
that we had no alternative between that extreme and 
dishonour to you and to ourselves, after a principle of 
action, on the part of the Government, had been an- 
nounced, which we were bound, in your name, to re- 
pudiate and denounce as immoral as well as impolitic 
and inexpedient,— the doctrine that the official Members 
of the Legislative Council were bound to vote in 
favour of any measure proposed by the Governor, 
whether they approved of it or not. We on the con- 
trary maintain that no Member of any Council, of 
whatever character, whether such Member holds office 
or not, ought to be boimd, or should feel himself at 
liberty to vote contrary to the dictates of his conscience, 
for any object or purpose, or under any circumstance 
whatever. We firmly believe that neither custom nor 
any plea of necessity can justify such utter dereliction 
of sound principle, and we proclaim it as our decided 
conviction, that any Council or Government conducted 
upon such a basis, must be in its essence weak, vacillat- 
ing, and corrupt, and ought forthwith to be reformed 
and purged of such a monstrous system of political 
ethics. 

Yet it is notorious that the Secretary to Government, 
in his argument in favour of Mr. Godlonton's nomina^ 
tion to a seat in Council, against which he had on the 
3rd July last, protested, did, on the 18th instant, 
maintain, in his place by the side of the Queen^s Re- 
presentative in Council, that the Official Members are 
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bound to vote with, and in favour of Government 
meafiures, whatever mig^ht be their own convictions. 

This declaration of the Chief Officer of the Local 
Government, tacitly acquiesced in by the Governor 
and the junior officials, rendered your Representatives 
evidently an impotent minority, packed together merely 
to complete an otherwise defective machinery, having* 
only sufficient influence to legalise the measures, whe- 
ther good or bad, of a fixed official majority, but utterly 
powerless to check any proceeding which in their con- 
sciences they might deem destructive to the liberty 
and welfare of their constituents. 

It is self-evident that such a majority voting black 
or white at the bidding of a chief acting under the in- 
structions of the Colonial Minister, might concoct a 
constitution which, under the name of self-government, 
would be a mere mask for irresponsibility and des- 
potism. And to this possibility we could not but be 
accessary. 

From such a degTadation we deemed it our duty to 
rescue both you and ourselves,but we were too well aware 
of the awful responsibility of such an alternative, not to 
guard ourselves against rashness or precipitation,sothat 
the division which followed the said pleadings of the 
Secretary to Government could not drive us from the 
posts which we were determined to hold as long as 
there remained the least hope of effiactually serving the 
cause of the Colony. But when on the 20th instant, 
we saw a memorial of upwards of two hundred of the 
most respectable inhabitants of this city, very slightly 
regarded, although it echoed the sentiments which had 
sounded from various quarters of the country, and bore 
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with ftill weight on the subject of discussion^— when 
our demand that upon this glaring proof of at least a 
division in public opiuion^ time should be granted for 
tlie fetrther development of that opinion^ was unhe- 
sitatingly overruled, and even when an adjournment 
for a few days, prayed for with the same view, was 
slightingly negatived, we felt that, as your representa- 
tives, we were fast sinking into the contempt of the 
Government, with its official and nominee majority,— 
we felt that we must soon sink into your contempt, — 
we felt that we must soon sink you into the contempt 
of the world, and we were driven to take the step 
which, we believe, can alone save you, ourselves, and 
even our Government, from the ridicule and scorn of 
mankind. 

In order to alarm some weak-minded men amongst 
our brethren, and to cause a division among the 
friends of Representative Institutions, it has been 
rumoured abroad that the Government must come 
to a stand still by our refusal to enter upon the 
Estimates. This stand still can only be produced by 
the Government itself, and not by us. As the Go- 
vernment has gone on for upwards of a year without 
Estimates being passed, it may continue to do so for 
a few months longei. Oiu* passing those Estimates 
would be a mere absurd mummery, because our oppo- 
sition to the exceptionable items would have been 
an impotent and farcical struggle oifour against eight. 
We should thus involuntarily legalise an expenditure 
which in principle we deem subject to the scrutiny 
and sanction of the future Parliament whom we should 
thus anricipate and paralyse. 
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But you will now, we trust, be of opinion with 
ourselves, that the only means of expediting the for- 
mation of Representative Institutions for this Colony, 
worthy of the spirit which the inhabitants have lately 
displayed, is, to leave all money votes to the future 
Parliament, which alone we deem henceforward com- 
petent to manage the strings of the public purse. 

We have helped to prepare the way for the estab- 
lishment of an Elective Franchise which shall embrace 
the whole of the community ; — that is, every man 
who has the least stake in the country, — or rather, 
who is not a mere vagrant, a pauper, or a criminal. 
There you have one great Bulwark for Liberty. To 
this we desire to see you add a second, viz.: that no 
tax shall be imposed now, nor one farthing of the 
public money be paid out either upon the plea of 
^^ Civil List,'' ^^ Foreign Relations,'' or other denomi- 
nation of expenditure whatever, until duly authorised 
by the Representatives of the people in Parliament 
assembled. Between these two bulwarks will naturally 
spring up that great desideratum which we understand 
by Representative Legislation, and ^^ Responsible 
Government," and, without which, any Constitution 
must be a delusion. Let then Her Majesty conilirm 
such a franchise, — let Her leave to us the manage- 
ment of all our money, — let these boons produce self- 
government, and let not any slight difference of 
opinion on petty details retard our regeneration. 
Reserve such matters for yourselves to determine, when 
assembled in Parliament in the persons of your true 
Representatives. 

Believing, then, that we have justified to you our 
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resignation of the trust which you bestowed, we hope 
that we restore the same to your hands untarnished, 
And have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your obedient and humble servants, 
A. Stockenstrom, F. W. Reitz, 
C. J. Bband, John Faibbaibn. 



XI. 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, 2Uh September, 1850. 

His Excellency the Governor has directed the 
publication of the following documents, for general 
information. 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Goyernment. 



Government House, September 23rd, 1850. 

The Honourable the Secretary to Government, 
„ The Treasurer-General, 

„ The Auditor-General, 

„ The Attorney-General, 

„ The Collector of Customs, 

„ W. Cock, Esquire, 

„ R. GoDLONTON, Esquire. 

Gentlemen, — By the retirement from the Legis- 
lative Council of the four Members who resigned on 
Friday last, when left in a minority upon the question 
of granting any Supplies for the carrying on of the Go- 
vernment, the labours of the Committee appointed to 
consider and report upon the proposed Constitution for 
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the Colony have been interrupted^ at a moment when^ 
as I learn^ they were approaching their completion. 

I think it of importance to the public welfare that 
the subject^ which has been bo far prosecuted^ should 
be carried forward and completed without delay. 

For this purpose^ I request that you will assemble 
as a Board of Commissioners^ and resume the consi- 
deration of the several matters in question, so as to 
favour me, at the earliest moment which shall be com- 
patible with due deliberation, with the result of your 
united labours. 

I am aware that the several conclusions which had 
been come to by the Committee of the Legislative 
Council were not looked upon as irreversible, if, after- 
wards, sufficient reasons for alteration should appear ; 
but it will be desirable, in my opinion (and certainly 
most satisfactory to me), not to depart, unless upon the 
clearest grounds, from the views already discussed and 
agreed upon. It will prpbably occur to you, that to 
take up the subject at the precise point where it was 
left, when the Committee rose on Friday last, will be 
the most expedient course that can be adopted. 

When your report, in whatever shape you think 
most convenient, shall be laid before me, I shall 
cause it to be made public for general information, 
and shall afterwards transmit it to the Eight Honour- 
able the Secretary of State, together with such remarks 
from myself as may seem to me to be required, and all 
petitions that shall be forwarded to me, whether for or 
against the plan which you shall have proposed, in 
order that Her Majesty^s Government may be in a 
position to determine upon the course which it shall 
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be fitting" to adopt^ in regard to the establishment of 
Representative Institutions at the Cape. 
I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) H. G. Smith. 



Cape Town, 24th September, 1850. 
His Excellency Sir H. G- W. Smith, Bart., G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. &c. &c,, of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Sib, — We have the honour to acknowledge the re- 
ceiptof your Excellency's letter of yesterday, requesting 
us, as a Board of Commissioners, to undertake the 
completion of the business which was lately under the 
consideration of the Committee of the Legislative 
Council, appointed to consider and report upon the 
subject of establishing Representative Institutions in 
thirf" Colony. 

In obedience to your Excellency's desh-e, we shall, 
without delay, proceed to discharge the duty thus 
imposed upon us ; and we trust, in a few days, to be 
able to lay our report before your Excellency. 
We have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble Servants, 
(Signed) John Montagu, Secretary to Government, 
Harry Rivers, Treasurer-General, 
W. Hope, Auditor-General, 
W. Porter, Attorney-General, 
W. Field, Collector of Customs, 
W. Cock, 
R. Goblonton. 
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XII. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF CAPE TOWN MUNI- 
CIPALITY. 

The following" Resolutions were passed at a meeting 
of the Board of Commissioners of Cape Town Muni- 
cipaKty, 26tli Sept. 1860 :— 

^^ Resolved,— That the Board of Commissioners have 
learned with unfeigned satisfaction the determination 
of the four unofficial members, not to enter into the 
Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure, but to 
confine themselves exclusively to the duties for which 
they had been delegated, namely, to assist in framing 
a Constitution for this Colony ; and that, on being 
urged to take the Estimates into consideration, no 
other course was open to them but to resign j which step 
therefore merits the full approbation of the Boards 

^^ That Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Mr. Advocate 
Brand, Messrs. F. W. Reitz, J. Fairbairn, and J. H. 
Wicht, now present, be requested to draft such a Con- 
stitution as they shall deem best calculated to meet the 
wants and wishes, and to represent all the interests, of 
this Colony 3 in order, after having done so, to submit 
the same to this Board, for the purpose of being laid 
before the public. 

^^That Sir A. Stockenstrom and John Fairbairn, 
Esq. be requested to take the Draft Constitution, when 
completed, to England, and to use their best exertions 
in order to its being sanctioned ; and that subscriptions 
be entered into for the purpose of defraying all neces- 



sary expenses.^^ 
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XII. 

Heads of Proposed Constitution for the Cape 
OF Good Hope, as approved by the Inhabitants, 
and embodied in Petitions to Her Majesty and both 
Houses of Parliament, 1860-1. 

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The humble Petition of the Undersigned, faithful and 
loyal Inhabitants of the Cape of Good Hope, 

Humbly sheweth. 

That your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, in- 
habitants of the Cape of Good Hope, have learned, 
Avith profound gratitude and satisfaction, your Majesty's 
gracious intention to establish in this Settlement Re- 
presentative Institutions for its future g^overnment, and 
that j^our Majesty has been pleased to ordain that 
there shall be within this your Majesty's Settlement, 
a Parliament, to consist of a Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief, a Legislative Council, and a House of 
Assembly, to consist of persons elected by the inha- 
bitants, which form of government entirely fulfils the 
wishes of your Majesty's faithful people. 

But as your Majesty was further pleased to order 
and direct his Excellency the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the present Legislative Council 
of this Settlement, to prescribe in ordinances to be 
passed by them, and submitted to your Majesty, the 
manner and form, terms and regulations under which 
persons should be elected to constitute the said Legis- 
lative Council and House of Assembly, and as the 
present Legislative Council, from its imperfect consti- 
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tution and other causes, has entirely lost the confidence 
of your Majest/s faithful people, and has virtually 
ceased to exist, and as the Colony is thus left without 
a Local Legislature, 

We feel it to be a sacred duty to your Majesty, as 
our revered and beloved Sovereign, as well as to our- 
selves and our posterity, to submit to your Majesty 
the following well-considered and freely-approved 
Abticles, or Heads of a Constitution, or form of 
Government, for this Colony, for which we humbly 
pray your Majesty's allowance, and that nothing may 
be admitted into the subordinate arrangements, in any 
sense opposite to or inconsistent with their true mean- 
ing and intention, to wit :— 

Art. 1. The Legislative Powers of this Settlement 
shall be vested in a Governor, and a Legislative Comi- 
cil, and a House of Assembly, both of which shall be 
composed of Members elected by the inhabitants, and 
shall be called ^^ The Parliament of the Cape of Good 
Hope/' 

Art. 2. The Council shall consist of fifteen Members, 
chosen for four years, of which no less than six shall 
form a quorum. 

The Assembly shall consist of forty-six Members, 
chosen for three years, of which fifteen Members shall 
form a quorum. 

Art. 3. The present fiscal divisions of this Settlement 
shall be electoral divisions, and shall choose for the first 
Assembly the number of Members herein placed against 
their names respectively, until further provisions be 
made by the Parliament, as follows : — 
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Cape Town and Green Point 4 


Uitenhage 


. 2 


Cape Division . . .2 


Fort Elizabeth . 


f 2 


Malmesbury 




. 2 


Graham's Town 


. 2 


Stellenbosch 




. 2 


Albany . 


. 2 


Paarl 




. 2 


Fort Beaufort . 


. 2 


Worcester 




. 2 


Somerset £ast . 


. 2 


Clari William , 




. 2 


Cradock . 


. 2 


Swellendam 




. 2 


Graaff-Reinet . 


. 2 


Caledon . 




. 2 


Colesberg 


. 2 


George . 




. 2 


Albert , 


. 2 


Beaufort . 




. 2 


Victoria . 


. 2 



Art. 4. The election of the Members of the Council 
shall be entrusted to the whole constituency of the 
entire Settlement, who shall record their votes in the 
several Electoral Divisions in which they possess^ at the 
time of election, the right of voting for the election of 
members of the Assembly. 

Art. 5. Every male inhabitant of the full age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have occupied fixed pro- 
perty for his own use and benefit of the value of £25. 
for twelve calendar months next preceding the regis- 
tration and time of voting, within the limits of an 
electoral division, shall be entitled to vote for Members 
of Assembly to represent that division, and for Members 
of Council. 

Art. 6. Every male inhabitant entitled to vote for 
members of Assembly, shall be eligible for election to a 
seat in the House of Assembly ; and every male inha- 
bitant of the age of thirty years, who shall have resided 
in the Colony during three years preceding the regis- 
tration and time of voting, and who shall be the pro- 
prietor of landed property, situate within the Colony, 
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of the value of not less than £1000, shall he eligihle for 
election to a seat in the Legislative Council. 

Art. 7. No person shall be entitled to vote at any 
election of Members of either House of Parliament, or 
to be elected a Member thereof, who shall not be either 
a natural bom subject of the Queen, or shall not have 
been naturalized by law passed by the Imperial Par- 
liament, or shall not have obtained a deed of burgher- 
ship, or shall not be naturalized by the Parliament of 
the Cape of Good Hope, or who shall be imdergoing 
punishment and restraint under a judicial sentence for 
any crime, or who shall hold any contract under the 
Government, or who shall be in active employment in 
the civil service of her Majesty^s Government, and any 
Member accepting an office in the service of the Go- 
vernment as above, or entering into any such contract, 
shall thereby vacate his seat in either House. 

Art. 8. The Secretary to Government, the Attorney- 
General, and the Treasiu-er-General, shall have the 
privilege of taking part in the discussions of both 
branches of the Legislature, so far as may be neces- 
sary for the explanation of any measures proposed by 
the Government, but without being entitled to vote. 

Art. 9. The House of Assembly shall choose its own 
Speaker, and appoint its own officers, and the Legisla- 
tive Coimcil shall also choose its own Speaker, and 
appoint its own officers. 

Art. 10. The Members of both Houses shall receive 
a pecimiary allowance, to be fixed by law, for expenses 
incurred by attendance. 

Art. 11. The Governor shall call together a Parlia- 
ment once at least in every yeg[r, so that a period of 
twelve calendar months shall not intervene between 
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the last sitting* of the Parliament in one Bession^ and 
ike first sitting* of the next session. 

Art. 12. The Governor may introduce Bills in either 
House of Parliament^ or return Bills submitted to him 
with amendments, for reconsideration, with the excep- 
tion of Money Bills, which shall be introduced first in 
the Assembly. Any other Bill may originate in either 
House of Parliament. 

Art. 13. The election of Members for the Legisla- 
tive Council shall take place, by the person entitled to 
vote delivering in person to the officer presiding at such 
election a list signed by him, and containing not mere 
than the names of fifteen persons, and for the Assembly, 
by each voter givii^ vivd voce^ and in public, to the 
officer presiding at such election, tSie names of the per- 
son or persons for whom he votes. 

Art. 14. The Governor shall have the power to dis- 
solve the Parliament at any time, but he shall not have 
the power to dissolve one House or Chamber without 
at the same time dissolving the other. 

Art. 16. The Queen and the two Chambers of Par- 
liament shall be Supreme within the Colony, as the 
Queen and the two Houses of Parliament are Supreme 
in Great Britain, l3ie Queen acting immediately in her 
own person, or in the person of her representative 
the Governor. 

Art. 16. The Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly shall respectively have the power to frame 
and determine their own rules of order, and all voting 
th^ein shall be vivAvocey^nA, all subjects and questions 
be decided by majority of votes, the respective Speakers, 
or presiding Members, having a casting vote inxase on 
j^ny point the votes shall be equal 

D 
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And your Majesty's petitioners further humbly 
represent^ that as your Majesty has been pleased to 
declare your will and pleasure to be that the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the present Legislative 
Council^ shall eontinue to make, enact^ ordainj and 
establish lawSj for the peace^ order, and good govern- 
ment of this settlement, until the first writs issue for 
the election of Members of the said Le^lative Council 
and House of Assembly, and as it has been found im- 
possible to reconstruct and maintain the present Legisla- 
tive CouncO for the exercise of any legislative functions^ 
the Executive Government is left in a condition of great 
embarrassment, the inhabitants in a state of anxiety, 
and the Colony itself exposed to certain inconvenience 
and probable danger. Your petitioners, therefore^ 
earnestly implore your Majesty to order and direct 
that steps may be immediately taken for effectually 
providing against the evil consequences likely to result 
from this state of things by complying with the rea- 
sonable wishes and just requests of your Majesty^s 
faithful people, and constituting a Parliament in this 
Settlement on the basis which has thus humbly been 
presented to your Majesty* 

And your Majesty's humble petitioners will ever 
pray. 

(Signed in Cape Town) 

A Stockenstrom, John Fairbairn, H C Jarvis, F S Bermng, J 
SteflFen, S Marcus, F T Green, J A Bam, J J L Smuts, William 
Honey, John F Schultz, J G Blanckenberg, G N Mechau, J J 
Luyt, A N E Changuion, Wm Nelson, M Pentz, J.Fs, A Wm 
Beck, J F G Pietersen, A H Pannewitt, W S Berry, A P J 
van der Poel, G C Wolhuter, J C Wessels, R Yates, P Leen, J G 
Mechau, A Faure, J.s, J A Schickerling, £ Marcus, J H Col- 
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lard, Johtt Ferriea» Robert Froet> H OUett, J Dalton, Thos. Unias^ 
baimi £ B Dosson, J H Browne, Thomas Williams. M Melek Van 
Beeoen, H Dayisi Wm Boyes, J Divine, Wm Klerck, Chas Sparks, 
John Rose, R Ch Essenhigh, Jac A De Villiers, M J Louw^ O J 
Horak, G K Goodacre, Thos. Rickman, Hy Whiley, H P H De 
Wet, C M Morgenrood, F J Adrianzen, John Norket, Edwin Borain, 
Jacob Rathmdider, Joseph Dixie, A4r Jac MuUer, R De Kock, G« 
Karstel, A Y Bergh, Wm Blore, H G Muntingh, J Barry Muanik. 
John Barry, DADenyssen, SPWolhuter, J.s., C EWeAtzel, 
P L MorkeL, C H Haupt. sen., P A Brand, J F Wicht, F Scfaicker- 
ling, G Weatherhead, J F Dreyer. Hy Harrison, sen., Henry 
Trew, John Whealan, A Dennis, C Palmer^ John Kearney, James 
Slater, J Kachelhoffer, A W Russouw, J Spolandet, R. Warren^ 
G H Wolhuter, J Stemmet, J F Russell, S Lotter, J J Luyt, Wm 
Bailey, D Russouw, J.s., J C Wessels, Adriaan Hendricks, Wm 
Thompson, *Wm Cooper, P van Breda, H A Bam, A von Schlicht, 
P C Leen, L P Carail, W« H. Langschmidt, J H Bam, As., Wm 
Brownlow, J P Visser, G Currie, H Groenewald, Wm Groat, H R 
Kube, J C Eitter, Thos Syme, Edw Clear, Dan Hurley, £ Bendall, • 
J N de Yilliers, Thos Johnson, H W H Reid, C Drake, £ Jonea, 
John Wright, H Dolbet, P Marais, F Korck, W H Martin, G T 
Udeman, F T Nailor, D Gregory, M Moss, J J Sandenbergh, T 
Ritmuller, G Bredenkamp, P J Pentz, F Weideman, J G D Richter« 
J J Jantzen^ E A P Solomon, Stephen Martin, D P Marais, Abr 
Slackman, Thos Dirks, W H Brown, Adr I^rckcoffer, P A de Gier> 
C Behr, N H Marais, h T Leen, R L Attwell, Wm Bosman. J R 
Kerdel, A Steensma, B Sieberts, Thos H Tyrer, A Leibbrandt, 
Thos Donaldson, J D Simmington, J C K Kock, H F Paine, John 
Griffiths, C H Attwell, James Mcjican, T Stoat, J Boss, O Fehr- 
sen, M.D., John Philip, John Mclntyre, Thomas Grimes, R C 
Armstrong, A Rogers, James Cameron, Ab Bristow, J A De Villiers, 
Wm Wells, J Rutgers, H Franke, John Middleton, James Blaclc^ 
A Karstel, A L Urin, B H Ward, Alex Yorke, John Walton, Henry 
Jenkins, Wm Carroll, jun., Wm Arnold, P H Woutersen, I P H 
Faure^ J Gerber, Wm Tutt, J A Stoll, F L Lindenbergh, Thomas 
Shepherd, /PRitchley, J. Kreutzman, L Golding, J Blomeken, 
James Hickey, J J Frylink, M A Yan Schoor, James Watt, J Drake^ 
H Kerner, J.s., A N Bradner, James Griffiths, E Daughly, C Ros^ 
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MeFj W Kitcbing, Edward Jackson, Thomas DufFett, Wm H Batt«n, 
Edward Powell, T CairncrosB, P Byao, T A Weatberhead, A, Hitch- 
cock, Wm, G. Parker, Jolm A De TilHera, Tboinaa Come, P B B 
Louw, D W Kobe, J C Bosse, sen% William Whdej, W T Stigant. 
T Dodd, A Haymond, W F Moag, W Boyes, Tbomas Wilson, John 
B Bariy, William Henry Boamaiip Thomas Gilmer- Wm Moskcw, 
F L Gaum, G E OTcrbeek, sen,, A D PbiUpstal^ B A E Gaum^ 
James SmitberSj George Sanger, Samuel G rammer, Thcmaa Pearce, 
William Green j B J Foord, George Barnwell, Tbomas Caimcross, 
A Fan re, sen., Wm Marab, G J Pike, W H Reid, John Brand, 
H L Attwell, L P Biel, M Bucbfink, J W Bnint, C S Martin, 
W Udemans, W J t. K Van Oudstboora, J H Versfeld, J Brink, sen., 
J Clark, C A Penti, Jamea Clay, DAY Kemer, J S De Villier^ 
D B Kobler, P Van Breda, James P Polley, A A Fher, J J Van Der 
Beig, Benj Kobler, jun., A Jameson, A Jones, W G Jones, P Brewisj 
Thomas A Findlay* J C Eyssen, C T Earth, P S Lissenbury, John 
Colli son, D Noonan, John Bartley^ Wm Simpson, Thoa Dankley 
P J Wannenbnrg, sen., J M Wannenburg, juu., J G G WahV 
W T O'Gallagben, Hy Johnson, J Muller, Nich Broekman, Thorn 
Boomar, Adrs Truylar, Wm Ranch, sen., J C Ranch, Wm. Lotter, 
John Henry Lotz, H Fletcher, Thomas O'Grady, Hk Hy Ranch, 
M Wbyte, Wm Mclntyre, J Van Reenen, jun., N S SertyB, P C 
Ward, G Henderson, F Heyns, ADR Eckard, F A Oltboff, 
D Brink, C H Hoets, J Combrink, A Bindeman, J G Van ReeneHf 
G Rynoudt, Wm Roberts, L B Mostert, Heniy Stenart, W A 
Hoets, Thomas Arkwrigbt, Henry Thomas Wilson, David Browne, 
J WasaerfaH, J Cullis, C Johnson, William Smidt, B Fitzsimtnoiv 
W Colli son J Jamci Bruce, Wm Lowen, R Dodson, Bryan Kernes, 
W Harrison, W Dunkley, D B Wahl, Dan Mills, Duncan McDonr 
nell, John Rayer, J H Kirkpatrick, Wm Clydesdale, James Brycc^ 
H J Diederich, George Calvert, Jobn Curry, Patrick Farrell^ Thos 
AUwrigbt, Thos Wilson, Wm Cocks, Edw Clear, C Schmieterloew, 
C H Lnyt, J C J Voa, T Missin, G Beil, A Martin, Wm Ude- 
mans, sen,, B H Flisher, R Wilaon, T Filton, B Stdomon, sen^ E 
Spolander, D Eckardt, M C Berning, G Cotzee, T D van Schalkwyk, 
G F D van Schnlkwyk, T Newton, G J Cotzee, N Solomon, W 
Gregg, T Johnson, J A Carsten, W Jos Cooper, H Berning, Carl 
flahre, F Falke, John Trent, C T M de Kockj R Vippond, C L 
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Boehm, L P J van den Berg, Jabez Thorly, J P Clark^ Thos Wen- 
ham, C J Ackerman, P J Redelingbays, P J De Villicrs, G Brinks 
J P Leen, E AUeman, Pieter Less, F Van Reenen, jun.,. Wm 
Barklev/M Wahl, A Johnson, P S Mostert, J H Visser, R Howarth, 
Thos (^wley, Wm Hartley^ Thos Dodson, C J F Van Der Kemp, 
W Boyes, Wm Barher> Geo Findlay, Chas Banks, J Allen, Albert 
Radcliff, J Tromp, Geo Thome, J F Pfaff, Pet Jac De Vaal, Joseph 
WUson, James Simmons, J V Phillips, T W Kennedy, Henry 
McDonald, James Howell, Job Daniel Schutte, James Bryce^ As 
Js Heyns, Henk Freyler, H A Wessels, Thos Wilson, J M A Van 
Blommestein, S H Baard, J J H Smuts, S Davis^ W J Van Der 
Schyff, H N Pasmore, Wm Guy, J P J Leibrandt, R P Tonkin, 
H R Ross, M Acker, L Serrurier, J D Van Hou, A M Heyns, 
J Lacock, J J Killian, J G Killian, A Krose, D J Leeuwendaal, 
L F van Driel, G Bredenkamp, P L Pentz, Thos Brevers^ Z Stem- 
met, U Horacks, John Black, Thos Martheze, J G D Vilhers, A B 
Wessels, J G de Villiers, J A de Kock, Z D Villiers, J J Carsten, 
W Kellermann, S C Deman, J Steyne, J G Voigt, J Hollshamson, 
E C D Roux, C T van Wyk, Johannes van der Spuy, Wm Foelscher, 
B V Roux, C J Villett, H C van Niekerk, A A G du Toit, H Hee- 
gers, W A Lacable, D M Luyt, J G van Sittart, J M D van der 
Hoeven, G Thomas, M M Hamman, J J Hannekom, J P Malherbe, 
WW Niekerk, J H de Goede, C M van Schoor, A P Burgen, J I J 
van der Merve, J S S Vanschoor, J J de Kock, J H J Holtman, A 
F Lacock, Wm Alexander^/^Vm Muller, P Gerber, J Boltman, S R 
Reinardt, M C Berning, ^ F Pentz, sen., J Weideman, S Jacobzs, 
Jac Acker, T Williams, J Marcus, Hendrik Martinus, A T. 
Jicman, G A Burger, B G Lategan, J A du Toit, J A Smitt, G P 
kellerman, W D Smit, C T Beyers, N W Loubser, W F Marais, 
An Joh Wiemar, W A Maree, W.s., P Rous, sen., C Villet, 
jun., S W Hoffmeyer, J Schierhout, P Roux, P.s., J H Louw, 
Jan Eerlich, F Williamson, G W Ranch, C Holtman, P L Keeve, 
Alex Frazer, A Hendricks, R H Anderson, £ Morden, G H Villet, 
Wm Holtman, H van Sittert, C J Leibbrandt, C Bevrange, L 
Frehsh, C T Heyns, J H Genade, A Laubser, W H Ventura, A van 
Dongen, S J van der Spuy, S.s., T Pocock, J A Roes,. F 6 J Brink, 
P D Rossouw, D J Smit, H Lightwark^ P V D Merwe, A F Dreyer, 
D J van Sittert, H L Herholdt, J A Roux, H G van Reenen, J H 
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a, M J Vau der 8puy, J M Nelson, jun. , O J. Truter, Robert 
Hooper, A van der Merwe, J F Hejns, P J Kotze, Jan van Schoor, 
J 8 van der Spuy, A Vyser, J J Bardenfeldt, C Bam, G.F.S., D A 
Tonkin, J H Nolte, M Smuts, C G Lombard, J A D V Heydenrycb, 
J J Hannekom, J H Smit, J Palmer, D Winn, Henry Okey, Thos 
Simons, W Cooper,^ P G van Breda, Fred Sebeffer, A H Poezyn, S 
Sbultz, J J B de Ldbat, A C Courlois, Con Lebrant, Hy Hare, J W 
Coben, David Jones, Tbos Armstrong, H Barbier, M Harris, R C 
Hoets, John Cooper, Jobn Dozan, D K Hoffman, T. J Jackson, J 
Burgess, T Jones, W Creaden, G Scboonraad, C Fysb, Alex Bain, 
A Getzen, J G Jansen, D Russell, H Churcb, A Ure, H J Hen- 
driksen, Tbos Murray, Albertus Marais, Robt Russell, Chas Brown- 
low, Stanley Hock, A B de Yilliers, R S Andrew, J A van Breda, 
T F Eckhardt, A S Spengler, J P de Wett, W L Niewoudt, D 
Kilian, T T Beets, Cb. Barcbfield, H de Witt, A J de Villiers, J 
W Anderson, James Brown, C Hoffman, D G De Jongb, P W 
Neetbling, J Langerraan, J Malan, Alex Day, Wm Condron, C 
Chnrch, Sam Rose, C Jeffrey, Jobn Patrickson, Adolf Daniels, H 
Bmmfield, D Bayner, P Raven, R Scott, Petrus J Hendriks, C J 
Leewner, T Wilson^ H Jamieson, J H McDougal, Albert Noyle, T 
BamfieW, H Sanders, T Norton, A S Hurlingb, T F Stemmet, F. 
A N Smuts, J C F van Koetsveld, N Tyrbolm, D Beets, A J 
Kilian, Eml Mostert, Wm Tyrbolm„ L A Saunders, Jac Wibm 
Scbibie, Wm Merrit, Jac Tierhart, Alex Tait, Esau EUar, Jobn 
Timmerman, Wm Bartlet,, Tbomas Liddle, James Stewart, Wm 
Greggs, Jobn Crawford, J E Adranze, H Euylboltz, J Getzen, 
Wm Hartman, Jan Dodd, S van Reenen, F.s., Wm Cole, J Leezar, 
J A Muller, Jobn Jeffrey, M Daniels, H Urmslin, H C Voget, 
O M Bergb, S F Dormebl, C H Pentz, F J Kotze, D G Fock^ 
P J Botha, R H Ardeme, Andrs Brink, D Son, C F Juritz, Geo. 
Barker, J Collison, J A Wahl, C Coldrey, J C Berrange, A M 
Horak, A Henderson, J C Sbickerling, R Ayres, jun. Dr Webr, sen., 
A N van der Merwe, W A Maree, C F Meyer, J J A Muller, P M 
Luyt, P.S., H Schutte, J J Ronx, P J Marais, J P Jordan, J G B 
Zandenberg, P J Louw, C J van Less, J D Smit, J P Heynes, J C 
Marais, Gab F Hugo, M F Martheze, J A Kannemeyer, H Hen- 
driksen, K Laoock, R Sibbery, Jobn NicTcerk, C.;T Reinbardt, 
A Fo. Oostendal, J H Wolhuter, A Eddymon, J Nowers, J J Dryer, 
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P Brink, Wm Bosman, James Norman, Thos H Cbapd, Gabriel T 
Eoux, Ghafl Oswald, M Smuts, W L Neethling, M Lambreobts, 
€ J BoBSOttw, J J Burger, C £ Grundlingb, T B Marais, F L de 
Mwiielle, J A Moolman, J B Louw. A.s., M I Hatfield, H Darid- 
eon, T F Boux, Bobt Parratt, D A Villiers, A Hoffmeyer, S G Pai- 
ne, G van Sittart, Jobannes Mostert, H de Waall, J B Calmeyer, J 
Cruywagoi, i^ A H Wicbt, J P Busing, J W Meyer, A J van Breda, 
H J Pofme^er, J T Jurgens, H Lebmensick, F P Dert, H Crigbton, 
B Heckroodt, Tbos Hoare, H J Wasserfid, J H Hofmeyer, D Ten- 
i>ant, J G Stadler, F G Watermeyer, P Marais, AFC Lind, D G van 
Breda, F Le Sueur Fleck, M.D., Alex Brown, Cfar.. M Crean, E 
Buck, G T Kemp, T W Eksieen, S S Leibbrandt, J H Buxman, C 
M Mussmann, P Wied, M J de Oliviera, Js Abercrombie, M.D., Js 
^Butter, Thos Thome, J de Kock, H W Long, J P de Jough, A 
Teubes, H Ashly, J F van Reenen, Jas Thorn, F S Watermeyer, 
J H Redelinghuys, C Marais, Thos Sliegh, E G Aspeling, 
J H Bam, J F Kirsten, sen., L Marquard, W C Dillman, W F 
Ton Ludwig, F B Stegmann, William Thomas, J. G. Stegmann, 
L W C Beck, C N Russouw, sen., C E Wentsel, C B Solomon, 
C H Ebeling, Chr Fleck, M.D., James Halkett, J Trutei, 
F J MuUer, H Mader, M C Voss, P. Rocber, S de Kock, sen., 
Frans Earsten, G H Bebr, Jacob Watermeyer, J H MoUer, 
J H G Schrikker, J P Volsteedt, J Fitzpatrick, A Wabl, J Ands 
de Wet, O Son, D J Aspeling, jun., Robert Crofts Jones, F S 
Beming, William Carroll, P J Pentz, J H lingerer, J Thome, 
R Villet, C N Neetbling, William Rutbven, sen., J Af ai^penburg, 
Willem EsterhQyse, P W F Rocbie, Jos Dixie, J M de Kock/ 
F Scbenck, A W Lotz, Thomas Stevenson, J. C Silberbaue'r, 
P P de Villiers, Abm P de Villiers, D J Wabl, C J Brand, Joseph 
Smith, J Aspeling, P Der Hoeven, A P van Niekerk, J W Vers- 
veld, John Wilson, Martin Hansen, D P Brink, D^z.> J H Kiezer, 
H A Sli^, W C Mey^r, J W Weesels, S J Rrynauw, J H Blanck- 
iBijberg, J H Lezar, Charles Muller, C W Meyer, aen., Jos Begley, 
S P Waldek, A Bridell, F B Bester, H H de Waal, A M J Bosmwi, 
B J Brand, W S de Vos, C H Attwell, P B Wolvaardt, J J Hof- 
xneyer, G J Bosman, N Moss, J P CHoete, Jan Jacobs, G^., 
€ M ViUety sen., D S A Wagner, J T Pocock, P J Deneyssra, 
FJlTfsaelafr, PEHafnines^ M Pe»K GBHiU, J N Vo$, 
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P J Olthoff, C W Crole, H S^T Richter^ W Bcrning, J P 
Schierhottt, John W Barker, B J Ross, J A Heydenrjch, Peter 
TonkiD, 6 J Layt, M G Ylotman, C F Van Reenen, F Logier 
B de Roos, 6 Jessap^ B B H Daneel, A J M Van der Hoeyen^ J H 
Beck, J J Pentz, A Van der Hoeren, J Brjnt, 6 J Hoffman, C H 
Bosenberg, N Van der Hoeven, M A Smuts, Thos Thomas, N W 
Meyer, J S Leibbrandt, D H W Wessel, Jan Schutte, Henry StoTer?, 
S Day, O G de Villiers, J Bosman, J P Ingram, Z C de Beer, Robt 
yan der Schyff, H T Bam, J van Reenen, J A Son, J J de Kock, J L 
Phillips, Patrick Cullen, H Coetzee, H T Wickens, M P Van der Spuy» 
T J Hitchcock, G C Brand, y^ A van der Westhuizen, P. s, D Macklin, 
J C Van der Hoeven, P G^Swart, S V Hofmeyer, G J Jacobse, D G 
MuUer, J S C Storm, F L Siebits, J C Cleenwerk, P de Waal A son, 
P Backenpoel, Hendrik Lezar, Tbos Hudson, Thos F Bowler, 
J Smuts, J. H Van Reenen, W Maclean, J Smuts, F Russouw. 



ADDKESS, &c. 



To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., &c., C. J. Brawd^ 
F» W. Keitz, and J. Faibbairn, Esqrs. 

Cape of Good Hope, 24th September, 1850. 

Gentlemen,— We, the undersigned landed proprie- 
tors, merchants and others, all inhabitants of this 
Colony, beg" herewith to tender you our most sincere 
and unqualified approval for having* lately resigned 
your seats in Council in consequence of the majority 
thereof having'^ contrary to the general wish of the 
public, declared by resolution, their intention of en- 
tering upon other business than the mere drafting of 
the future Constitution, which, according to the himible 
opinion of the undersigned, should be sulnnitted to the 
juture Colonial Parliament, duly representing the 
landed and othar interests, as the only proper and 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



41 

competent authority for that purpose^ and whose deli- 
berations upon those matters^ the Council are thus 
proceeding to anticipate. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 

(Signed in Cape Town.) 
J J L Smuts, J de Wet, P. J. Haupt, Cb Fleck, F Le Sueur 
Fleck, G E Overbeek, sen., J N de Villiers, C Scbmieterloew, 
O M Bergb, D G de Jongb, N Stenbouse, J H Blackenbeig, sen., 
A N £ Cbanguion, C F Juritz, C. H. Bosenberg, Ab. Brunt, J H 
A Wicbt, S. Hofmeyr, J H Redelingbuys, Tobias J. Roux, A H 
Hofmejer, J A Smuts, sen., J M Majnard, Hercules C Jarvis, J J de 
£ock, J A Schonegeveli J Gerber, Jno William Lotz, G Ward, 
P W A Haupt, Ph,s. J G Mecbau, F G Muller, A Faure, J.s., 
J A StoU, W H Langscbmidt, R L Baur, W Maskew, Daniel 
fiaupt, £ J Jones, J Blomeken, J P Denejs A. son, J C Scbi- 
Icerling, W A Bergb^ H A O Truter, J A Kersten, sen., J A Bam, 
Fred S Watermeyer, S F Dormebl, C M Mussmann, Thos £lliott, 
M Bucbfink, P Ricbter, D H Woudberg, J P Volsteedt, P J 
Botba, J H Wicbt, F Godf Watermeyer, P A Brand, J G S de 
Tilliers, Jobn A Ros, P £ Hammes, C A Fairbridge, J de Kock, 
And Brink, A. s., D J Aspeling, jun., F P Dert, S Golding, A van 
der Hoeven, D Kannemeyer, J S Leibbrandt^ J Barry Munnik, 
J W J Versfeld, Jobn Barry, sen., J W Brunt, J H Lesar, J P de 
Jongb, D. P. Marais, P Marais, J F Scbierhout, Alex Brown, Chr. 
H G Muntingb, A W Beck, C R Barrys, P J Oltboff, J F G 
Pietersen, R H Ardeme, P J Denyssen, W S de Vos, J C Vos, 
M C Vos Pentz, . J V West, H W Long, J C Wessels, J Bunder, 
J J H Smuts, T F H Scboltz, J G Ricbter, C F Mde Kock, J N 
Tos, M Smuts, M.S., Tbos Eaglesin, J Meyer de Kock, D G van 
Breda, Tbo Thomas, C H Nelson, A D Krynauw, M A Smuts, 
M C Yos, jnn., J C Cruywagen, A Spolander, N P Bussouw, 
H A Bam, G v R Muller, J J van den Berg, P J Pentz, jun., 
F S Beming, J MacGregor, T J Mathew, J B Barry, A Brink, 
J A Scbickerling, J Brink, D.z., S P Waldek, Dan Mills, J F van 
Beenen, T H Bam, D Ejinnemeyer, J H Buxmann, J C Silberbauer, • 
Thomas Shepherd, Thomaa Thome, John Philip, R J Ross, T Bolton,, 
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J Vf Siteasna, A Hejdenrjch, J T Poeock^ J W Meyer, G P C 
Kotze, D T Lambpechts, P J Brink, W Steenkamp, G May, FP 
Smit, A Teubes, Thomas Barnfield, WUliaai Haupt, M Jorgens^ 
C H FaurCy Thomas Abel Beck, J J Meintjes, jun.» A J Wolhuter^ 
Thomas Malone, C P Schneeganz, Jan Jacobz, G.s., B Maasdorp, 
Servaas Johannes de Kock, Daniel Theron, D.s., C. Pick, G P B 
Smith, J D Glin Wright, J Kriel, J Pentz, jun., R J Heydenrych, 
M L Neethling, J A Hofmeyr, J G Kilian, H Martin^ T Grimes, 
D Kilian, G J Luyt, J A StoU, B J van de Sandt de Villiers, T P 
Hill, C W Meyer, J H Versfeld, J Kachelhoffer, H Ashley, 
W Weideman, A V Bergh, William Tutt, W L Blore, A J Pannewet, 
John Lindenberg, A P J van der Poel, D A Denyssen, George C 
Wolhuter, S P Wolhuter, J Kriitzmaim, P L Morkel, R Yates, 
P Z Morkel, C A Haupt, sen., James Heekey, J G Mechau, J J 
Frylinck, F R Tesselaar, J H Beck, D G Fock, G J Hoffmann, 
P J Botha, H Richter, George Barker, John W. Barker, J A W^hl,. 
Ji P Busing, J C Schikerling, K de Kock, H J Hofmeyr, A J 
van Breda, Robert Ay res, jun», M G Ylotman, H Lehmensick, 
H Crighton, C Villet, sen., D S A Wagner, James Cameron,. 
B de Roos, J Fitzpatrick, C B Solomon, C H Ebeling, AFC 
Lind, P MaraiS; James Halkett, F J MuUer, H Mader, M C 
Vos, P. Rocher, George Thomas Kemp, G. Aspeling, J. Wolff> 
L. Serrurier, Benjamin Dixie, M Pentz, P Harmsen, L W C Beck, 
G N Mechau, F J Kotze, A J Zeederberg, C Berrange, James 
Hudson, C van Renen, C W Crole, M Pentz, M,s ., C. Marais,^ 
Frauds Dodds, O J Truter, sen., C H Luyt, J L Phillips, J W 
Eksteen, J H Bam, J F Kirsten, J S Leibrandt, L Marquard, Jacob 
Watermeyer, W F J von Ludwig, J H G Schrikker, M J de 
Oliveira, J G Stegmann, R Villet, H Stegmann, A WaU, J H 
lingerer, PGA Rocher, Robert van der Schyff, * P Schenck, A W 
Lotz* 
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XIV. 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 2nd Oct. 1850. 

With reference to the Government Notice of the 
25th ultimo, directing the publication of a Letter ad- 
dressed by His Excellency the Governor to seven 
Members of Legislative Council, requesting* them to as- 
semble as a Board of Commissioners, and, after resinning 
the consideration of the several matters connected with 
the proposed Constitution for the Colony, to submit 
their Keport upon the subject to him,— His Excellency, 
having received their Report, has directed the publica- 
tion thereof^ for general information. 

His Excellency has also further directed it to be 
notified, that should any persons be desirous of pre- 
senting Petitions either in favour of or against the 
whole or any part of the Recommendations contained 
in this Report, His Excellency wiU be happy to re- 
ceive them, and to forward them to the Secretary of 
State, for his Lordship's consideration. 

By command of His ExceEency the Governor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Government. 



REPORT. 

Cape Town, 30th S^tember, 1850. 

To His Excellency Su- H. G. Smith, Bart., G.C.B., 
Governor, &cu &c. &c. 

I. We, the undersigned, nominated by your Excel- 
lency to act as a Bobj^A of Oommifeioners for the pur- 
pose of res^mijiig and completing the consideraticm of 
the several subjects which were before the Committee 
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of the Legislative Council, appointed to enquire into 
and report upon the proposed Constitution for the 
future Government of the Colony, at the time when the 
proceedings of the Committee were interrupted by the 
retirement of the four Members of Council who recently 
resigned, — have investig-ated the matters to us referred, 
and have agreed to the following Report : 

II. By your Excellency's letter, appointing us to 
act, we observe that your purpose is to transmit our 
Report, with your own Remarks, and any Petition 
from the Colonists to the Right Honom^able the Secre- 
tary of State, '' in order that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment may be in a position to determine upon the coiu*se 
which it shall be fitting to adopt in regard to the esta- 
blishment of Representative Institutions at the Cape/' 
Prom this it follows that the course of legislating upon 
the subject by Ordinance, as prescribed by Her Ma- 
jesty's Letters Patent of the Twenty-third of May, 
1860, having become, in fact, impracticable for the 
present, has been abandoned by your Excellency ; and 
as this unavoidable change of plan wiU necessaril}'^ re- 
quire the recall of those Letters Patent, and the issue 
either of other Letters Patent or of an Order in Coun- 
cil, we shall not, in this Report, regard the provisions 
contained in the existing Letters Patent as necessarily 
withdrawn from oiu* consideration. 

HI. The Letters Patent of the 23rd May, I860,, 
established the following points : — 

1st. That the Colonial Legislature should consist of 
a Governor, a Legislative Council, and a House of 
Assembly ; both Chambers to be entirely elective, ex- 
cept as to one person, m., — the President of the 
Lefidslative Council. V i 
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2ndly. That the Chief Justice of the Colony for the 
time heing" should, ex officio^ be the President of the 
Xiegislative Council. 

Srdly. That both Chambers might be dissolved to- 
g-ether, should the Governor think fit, or the Assembly 
be dissolved without the Legislative Council. 

IV. We believe that the expediency of a Second 
Chamber is not now questioned by any influential 
portion of the Colonists, and we consider it unnecessary 
to dwell upon a subject on which there exists, it is be- 
lieved, little or no diversity of opinion. 

V. In regard to that provision of the existing Letters 
Patent which constitutes the Chief Justice President 
of the Legislative Council, the case is very different. 
This subject was discussed in the Committee of the 
iiegislative Council, and the Members were unani- 
mously of opinion that Her Majesty should be humbly 
sohcited to rescind a provision which seemed to bring 
the head of the Supreme Court into a connection with 
the general business of the Legislature too close to 
consist with the preservation of that degree of respect, 
from all parties, which so high a magistrate should at 
alj times command, — and which, by combining in one 
person the distinct duties of making and of expounding* 
the law, must tend to lessen the confidence of the public 
that they will be sure to receive from the Chief Justice 
in his judicial capacity, interpretations of the law, 
which shall be wholly free from any previous bias aris- 
ing* from opinions given by him in his capacity as a 
member of the Legislative Council. We believe that 
the inconveniences likely to be felt from requiring* the 
high functionary in question to descend from the bench 
of justice into the ar^na of Colonial pohtics, would far 
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outweigh all the advantages which could he expected 
to result from such a measure. And we^ therefore^ 
venture to express our hope that Her Majesty^ taking 
into consideration the universal repugnance which 
exists to risking in such a way, the future character of 
the administration of justice in this Colony, will he 
pleased to rescind the provisaon upon which we are 
observing, and to leave to the Legislative Council the 
election of its own President, 

VI. The powers conferred upon the Governor by 
the Letters Patent in regard to the dissolution of both 
Houses together, or the House of Assembly separately, 
we view as being extremely salutary. 

We are aware that very many of the pubUc, taking, 
as we conceive, defective views of the objects, uses, and 
advantages of a Second Chamber, and desiring to 
place the whole power of the Colony in the hands of 
the Assembly, are prepared to insist that the Assembly 
shall, in no case, be dissolved unless the L^islative 
Council be dissolved at the same time. It is probable, 
indeed, that a large numerical majority of the inhabit* 
ants will be found to advocate this restriction upon the 
right of dissolution. We cannot, however, hesitate to 
say that we should regard such a restriction as short- 
sighted and mischievous. It appears to us that one 
main end of a Second Chamber is, to moderate the 
action of popular excitement, and if, in every case of 
dissolution, the Members of both Houses are to be 
elected at the very same time, this main end must be, 
almost necessarily, sacrificed. No reason tjan, we 
think, be given for establishing a qualification, as 
regards age, or property for the Members of the Upper 
House different from that requii^d for Members of 
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the Lower, or, indeed, for establishing an Upper 
House at all, which will not be a reason for rejecting* 
the principle that at the very moment when popular 
excitement will be, presumably, most violent, the 
Members of both Houses shall be chosen under the 
«ame impulse. Persons who would arrange the dura- 
tion of both Houses, under ordinary circumstances, 
flo as to have the elections for both contemporaneous, 
might yet, most rationally and consistently, make an 
exception in the peculiar case of dissolution. But how 
persons who think that there is a reason uiwier ordinary 
circumstances, for arranging the duration of the two 
Houses, so as to have the election for both at different 
times, can rationally and consistently maintain that in 
the peculiar case of a dissolution, the elections for both 
Houses shall^ for once, be simultaneous, we do not 
understand* We therefore humbly recommend, that 
the provision of the existing Letters Patent relative to 
the right of dissolution be retained in any other 
instrument by which the new Constitution may be 
finall}'^ established. 

VII. We shall now proceed to submit to your 
Excellency the sevwal points considered and provision- 
ally agreed upon by the Committee of the Legislative 
Council previous to the interruption to its labours 
already mentioned :-^ 

1. That the Parliament ought to consist of a Governor 
And two Houses, — a Legislative Council and a House 
of Assembly,— was, as we have already stated, unani^ 
mously resolved. 

2. It was unanimously resolved,— That the Members 
of the Assembly should be chosen for three years. 

3. It was unanimously resolved, — That every person, 
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not subject to any special disqualification^ who should 
have occupied^ for his own use and benefit^ within the 
limits of any Electoral Division, for twelve calendar 
months, fixed property of the value of £25, should be 
entitled to be regist^ed as a voter, and to vote, in that 
division, for Members of Assembly. 

4. It was unanimously resolved, — ^That the twenty 
existing fiscal divisions of the Colony should be, respec-* 
tively, electoral divisions, returning" each two Members 
to the Assembly; that the Municipalities of Cape 
Town and Green Point, voting as oneElectoral Division, 
should return four Members, — and that the Munici- 
pality of Graham^s Town, as another Electoral Division, 
should return two Members j — ^making in all, a House' 
of Assembly of 46 Members. 

6. It was unanimously resolved,— That any person 
qualified to be registered as a voter, and to vote for 
Members of Assembly, in any Electoral Division, might 
be himself elected a Member of Assembly for any 
Electoral Division. 

6. It was unanimously resolved,— That the Legdsla* 
tive Council should consist of 16 Members. 

7. It was unanimously resolved,— That Members of 
both Houses should receive from the Colonial Revenue 
a daily allowance for expenses whilst attending their 
legislative duties, and also travelling expenses upon 
the principle of mileage. 

8. It was resolved, by a majority,-~That the quali- 
fication of the electors for both Houses should be the 
same. 

9. It was resolved, by a majority^— That no person 
under 30 years of age should be competent to be 
elected a Member of the Legislative CounciL 
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10. It was resolved, by a majority,— That no person 
should be competent to be elected a member of the 
Legislative Council who should not be the owner of 
fixed property, within the Colony, to the value of £2000 
above all registered incumbrances thereon, or the owner 
of fixed property to the Talue of £2000 who should not 
be worth £4000 above all debts. 

11. It was resolved, by a majority, — ^That of the 
Members of the Legislative Council first chosen^ seven 
should, by lot, vacate their seats at the end of five 
years, and the remaining eight at the end of 10 years, 
in such manner, that, except in ca^es of dissolution, 
there should be elections of seven Members and of eight 
Members alternately, every five years, so that each 
Member, after those first elected, should sit for 10 
years. 

12. It was resolved, by a majority, — ^That for th6 
purpose of every election of Members of the Legislative 
Council, that 22 Sectoral Divisions before alluded to 
should each, by a majority of votes, choose a number 
of candidates equal to the whole number of Members 
then to be elected, and that the required number of 
Members should be those candidates for whom the 
greatest number of Mectoral Divisions should be found 
to have voted. 

13. It was unanimously resolved, — That no person 
holding any office of profit under Her Majesty within 
the Colony shotdd be eligible to be elected as a Mem- 
ber of either of the two chambers, and that any Member 
of either chamber accepting any such office should 
ipM facto vacate hi§ seat. 

VIII. The foregoing are, we conceive, the only 

£ 
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points of any importance which were provisionally 
agreed upon in the Committee of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, and in order to place your Excellency in a posi- 
tion to judge of the balance of opinion amongst the 
Members of the Committee upon those points in regard 
to which they were not unanimous, — we attach to this 
Report a copy of the Minutes signed by the Clerk of 
the Council. 

IX. Fully recognizing the value of a suggestion 
contained in your Excellency's letter appointing us to 
act, we are desirous not to depart, unless upon the 
clearest grounds, from any of the conclusions at which 
the Committee of the Legislative^Council had aiTived. 
It would, however, be wrong to conceal from your 
Excellency that some difference of opinion exists 
amongst us regarding the proposed qualification, as 
well for the Sectors as for the Members of the 
Legislative Council. Whether these matters should 
remain as already fixfed, or whether a higher property 
qualification should not be required for ^Electors of 
the Council than for Electors of the Assembly, and the 
property qualification of Members of Council, as voted 
in Committee, be, in that event, reduced, are important 
questions upon which our opinions are not in unison, 
and upon which the sense of the Colony at large has 
not yet been asce^ained. Regarding it as important 
that the two Houses of Parliament should, respec- 
tively, be so constituted as to exhibit as many diver- 
sities as may consist with ultimate agreement and sub- 
stantial sameness of origin and objects, we can discern 
no quality by which the Council can be distinguished 
from the Assembly) more .marked, or more salutary, or 
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more calculated to secure independence of action, than 
that of representing^ in a peculiar manner^ the property 
of the Colony, and with it those qualities, intellectual 
and moral, which the possession of property, generally 
speaking", implies. But the manner and degree in 
which this beneficial principle should be acted on are 
matters of much difficulty, and your Excellency will 
not, we think, be in a position to determine them con- 
clusively until the sentiments of the public shall have 
been more generally declared, 

X. The mode of conducting business adopted in 
the Committee of the Legislative Council was to read 
and consider the Report of the Right Honourable the 
Committee of Council for Trade and Plantations, of 
the 19th January, 1860, paragraph by paragraph, 
and upon our assembling, as a Board of Commis- 
sioners, under your Excellency's authority, we deemed 
it advisable to continue the same course. Pursuing 
this system, we resumed the subject matter of that 
Report at section 81, the clause at which the Com- 
mittee of the Council left off, when rising for the last 
time. 

XI. We are humbly of opinion that it will be 
advisable, at least in the first instance, to abstain fi'om 
aU legislation regarding the right of any Officers of 
Government to take part in the discussions of either 
House of Parliament. It appears to be a grave 
departure from the principle of withdrawing all Officers 
of Government from party contests, to place any of 
those Officers in the position of discussing questions in 
either House, which can scarcely fail to involve them, 
more or Jess, in party contests. So far as the principle 
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of non-interference is concerned, we can perceive little 
diflference in speaking' and voting as Members, and 
speaking without voting as Officers, except that Officers 
who attend ex offido are perhaps more likely to become 
politically and personally obnoxious, than Officers 
entitled to sit and vote as Members popularly elected. 
Should either of the Houses require information which 
any Officer of Government is supposed to be capable 
of affording, that Officer will, of course upon applica- 
tion to the Governor, be directed to attend and give all 
the information in his power. And if it should here- 
after be found that the public interests suffi^r from the 
want of some Officers of Government to explain and 
support Government measures in both Houses, — ^the 
Parliament will, when the evil shall have been prac- 
tically experienced, be in a position to devise and apply 
the safest remedy. 

XII. Connected with the subject just observed upon 
is another, which, though it can scarcely enter into the 
formal legislation necessary for establishing the new 
Constitution, is, nevertheless, so much akin to the 
principle of making the Officers of Government entirely 
non-political, that those of us whom it most immediately 
concerns, desire to bring* it under your Excellency's 
notice. We allude to the constitution and ftinctions of 
the Executive Council. At present, the Members of 
the Executive Council are all Officers of Government. 
By the Royal Instructions they are enjoined to advisa 
the Governor upon aU matters which he shall bring* 
before them ] and he, in turn, is enjoined to call for their 
advice upon all matters of importance. But if certain 
Officers of Government are to advise his Excellency in 
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regurd to v/tmt measures he should propose to the 
Parliament J— m regard to what measures of the Par- 
liament he should amend and return } and^ more than 
all, in regard to what measures of the Parliament he 
should wholly disallow:— it will, we fear, be impossible 
to preserve those Officers from being mixed up,— or, at 
least, from being supposed to be mixed up,— with those 
party contests from which it is^ intended to withdraw 
them. It is to be feared that should they at any time 
feel constrained to offer advice opposed to the impulse 
of the hour there will be turned against them, as a 
clique of secret advisers, a tide of popular indignation 
stronger by far than any which they could have 
encountered had they, in one or other of the Chambers, 
been privileged, as Members amongst their fellow 
Members, to urge their reasons in open and fair debate. 
Those of us who belong to the Executive Council, 
whilst prepared to take upon us any responsibility which 
Her Majesty shall be pleased to impose, feel it to be our 
duty to bring this subject, through your Excellency, 
under the notice of Her Majesty's Government and the 
Colonial Public. 

XIII. Proceeding to the important subject of a 
^^ Civil list," we observe that the Right Honourable 
the Committee of Trade and Plantations appear to 
recommend the adoption of the following principles. ' 

1st. That the fixed, (as contra-distinguished from the 
unfixed,) Expenditure should, before the summoning of 
a Parliament, be provided for by law. 

2nd. That the remainder of the public Revenue 
should be appropriated, annually or otherwise, by the 
Parliament, as the Parliament should think fit. 
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8rd. That it should be competent for the Parliament, 
by any Act duly passed^ to provide, as it should think 
expedient, for alterations in that Fixed Expenditure 
which, until so altered, would remain as already 
stated, under the sanction of a law. 

4th. That Her Majesty would be graciously pleased* 
so to exercise her powers, as at all times to confinn 
without hesitation, all laws passed with a bonaJideYiewof 
reducing" expenditure, in case they were consistent with 
a due regard to the claims of individuals on the public 
faith, with, however, two exceptions, that is to say,, first,, 
laws lowering the salary of the Governor, and secondly,^ 
laws diminishing ^^ the appropriations now made from 
the Colonial Revenue for the maintenance of the 
Establishments required for the preservation of order 
and the spread of civilization amongst the border 
tribes.'' From laws coming within either of these two 
exceptions it seems to be intimated- that Her Majesty's 
sanction might be properly withheld,^ although no 
claims of individuals were therein involved. 

XIV. We have given to this delicate and difficult 
question the fullest consideration in our powerj and 
we have come to the conclusion that, subject to the 
preservation of the public faith in regard to any exists 
ing rights now vested in particular individuals, the 
entire Revenue of the Colony should be at the dis'- 
posal of the Parliament. 

XV. That any portion of the Public now harbours 
the design of subjecting all existing salaries to the 
pleasure of the future Assembly and Legislative 
Council, with a view of removing from^ office, or re^ 
ducing the income of such public officers as may not 
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chance to be popular with those bodies, — we should be 
isorry to believe. It is our impression that few would, 
at present, be found to dispute the justice of the sen- 
timent contained in the following" extract from the 
Report of the Right Honourable the Committee of 
Trade and Plantations:— ^^ Men who have abandoned 
other prospects for the purpose of accepting Colonial 
employment, which they had reason to expect would 
be permanent, and who have grounds of public faith, 
and on contracts which on their side have hitherto- 
been strictly fulfilled, ought to retain their present 
salaries, so long as they conduct themselves properly, 
or to receive adequate compensation for their loss/' 
Acting upon this *view we would propose that the 
reasonable rights of existing* officers should be placed 
under Her Majesty's protection. If the majority of 
the inhabitants shall approve, as we think they will) 
of affording this protection,— the provision in that 
behalf will meet general acceptance, and if the 
majority of the inhabitants, having ulterior views, 
should unfortunately disapprove of what would appear 
to be but an act of justice, — we submit that the pro- 
tection recommended will, on that account, be only the 
more necessary^ 

XVI. Hi& Excellency wiH not, we trusty under- 
stand us as meaning to say that all existing* salaries 
are to be unconditionally guaranteed. We are aware 
that all existing public servants have not the same 
elaim to consideration, and we have no desire to fetter, 
in regard to any public servant. Her Majesty's royal 
pleasure. We only mean to submit that the Parlia- 
ment should take over all Her Majesty's existing 
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contracts^ as well those with public servants as with 
all other people^ in the plight and condition in whichi 
they stand. We^ therefiure^ recommend a clause to 
the effect that all persons holding office under Her 
Majesty at the time of the coming into operation of 
the new Constitution^ should continue to receive their 
salaries during their term of office^ without reduction^ 
unless Her Majesty should otherwise determine. 

XYII. In thus offering our humble opinion that no 
permanent Civil list should be reserved by law^ but 
merely existing individual rights preserved, so that 
when this temporary arrangement shall gradually 
cease to operate, by offices successively becoming 
vacant^ the entire Colonial Revenue should be subject, 
without exception, to the power of the Parliament, — 
we would not be imderstood as thinking it expedient 
that the whole of the Public Establishments should be 
at all times provided for by annual vote. It would 
not, we think, be either wise or proper to leave all 
salaries and services, of whatever nature, to be the 
subject of annual agitation, and, perhaps, contention^^ 
But our conviction is, that whilst, in regard to certain 
services, an appropriation more permanent than, 
annual, wiU be highly expedient, the power of makings 
that more permanent appropriation cannot be with- 
drawn from the Parliament without a sacrifice of the 
great principles upon which a Parliament is granted^ 
and without occasioning, throughout the Colony, deep 
and general discontent. If, at this moment, no equity 
existed in favour of particular individuals, growing out 
of Her Majesty's previous arrangements, — we cannot 
see how the granting of Representative Institutions at 
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all^ could be defended upon any grounds which would 
not be also grounds for leaving to the Representatiyes^ 
when chosen, the rigM of fixing the scale of remunera- 
tion to be paiiS for services in which, as the Report of 
the Committee of Trade truly observes, " the Colonists 
alone are interested/^ Should Her Majesty be pleased 
to provide that oflScers appointed by Her Majesty 
shall not previously to her gracious grant of Repre- 
sentative Institutions, have their position essentially 
altered by the fact that she has been moved to make 
that gracious grant, few persons, it is hoped,— will 
object to such a provision. But further than this it 
will, we think, be unadvisable to go, until the Parlia- 
ment shall be assembled, and the course of removing 
from the precarious class of annual grants certain 
kinds of expenditure, not admitting of, or not requir- 
ing, annual revision, — shall have been, by the Parlia- 
ment, considered and adopted. 

XVIII. The principles by which we propose to 
regulate the salaries of existing Civil Servants, will 
equally apply to the salaries of the existing Clergy of 
the several denominations which receive Government 
aid, — and to all pensions and retiring allowances, and, 
it would also seem, that all public servants now in 
office, should have their claims to future pensions, 
(estimated according to the principles applicable to 
such claims at the time when they respectively entered 
office) recognized and secured. 

XIX. We shall now advert to a few points, more 
or less important ; which, though not arising directly 
out of the Report of the Board of Trade, seem ta 
require notice.^ 
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XX. We are of opinion that the following general 
disqualifications should be established in regard to 
Membership of either House of Parliament^ in addition 
to any other disqualifications already mentioned : — 

1. Persons under 21 years of age. 

2. Persons not bom in this Colony, and not being 
natural bom subjects of the Queen. 

We consider that Naturalization Acts should not 
qualify persons alien bom. By the Statute Laws of 
England, no Naturalization Act can be introduced 
which doe& not contain a clause disabling the party 
from sitting in Parliament, and although; in rare 
instances of great rank or splendid services, this 
statutory prohibition has been^ through courtesy, 
repealed, it never, we believe, occurs that any parties 
naturalized by Act of Parliament, become Members 
of either House. 

3. Uncertificated Insolvents. 

4. Persons of unsound mind. 

6. Persons convicted of treason, murder, rape, fi'aud, 
perjury, or falsity. 

6. Persons holding office of profit under Her 
Majesty within the Colony, and persons in the military 
or naval service of the Crown, and in active empby- 
ment. 

7. Contractors with the Government. 

XXI. We are of opinion that the same general dis- 
qualifications which we have just enumerated in regard 
to membership, should also destroy the right of. voting, 
with the two exceptions, that aliens natiu-alized by 
either the Imperial or Colonial Parliament, and Con- 
tractors with the Government, should be .competent ta 
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be registered as electors, and to vote, in confonnity 
with the law of England, on these heads. 

XXII. We are of opinion, that provision should 
be made in whatever instrument shall he issued for 
establishing" the new Constitution, for registering* the 
Electors of the Colony, in their several Field-cometcies 
or Municipal Wards, — so as to frame an accurate 
Divisional List for each Electoral- Division, — since, by 
no other means could even the first election be con- 
ducted, without great confusion and unavoidable irre- 
gularity. 

XXIII. We are of opinion, that provision should 
be made, requiring* that all Bills, directly or by con- 
struction, imposing" any burthen, or charge, upon the 
inhabitants of the Colony, or any of them, should 
originate in the Assembly, but be capable of being* 
:f etumed by the Leg'islative Council, or the Governor, 
with amendments. And we are also of opinion, that 
it should not be lawful for either the Assembly or the 
Council to pass, or for the Governor to assent to, any 
Bill, appropriating* ^nj part of the Colonial Revenue, 
unless^ the Governor, on Her Majesty's behalf, shall 
first have recommended to the Assembly to make pro- 
vision for the specific purpose, contemplated by such 
appropriation. This, we may observe, is in keepmg* 
with an old and inflexible rule of the British House of 
Commons, from the practice of which it has been in- 
troduced into most Colonial Legislatiu-es, and its 
wisdom is too apparent to require any comment. 
Should either House desire an expenditure for any 
purpose which the Governor, of his own motion, does 
xiot bring forward for consideration, an address to His 
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Excellency^ requesting him to recommend to the 
Assembly to make provision for the object in view^ 
will scarcely fail of success^ unless there be something* 
in the state of the Revenue, or the nature of the ser- 
vice proposed to be provided for, which renders a 
compliance with the Address impracticable. 

XXIV. Should your Excellency, after considering 
the several matters contained in this Report, deem it 
advisable that they should be put into the form 
of a Draft Law, so as to be connected with the 
various details which they necessarily require, it will 
be competent for your Excellency to direct the Attor- 
ney-General to prepare for publication in the Colony, 
and, after due publication, transmission to England, 
such a Draft Instrument as shall seem to him best 
calculated to meet the end in view. 

XXV. We have, in conclusion, to lay before your 
Excellency, a Document drawn up by the two last 
undersigned, for the purpose of being attached to this 
Report, and treating of the form of Government alleged 
to be necessary for, and to be demanded by the 
inhabitants of the Eastern Districts of this Colony. 
Not considering that the subject of this document falls 
within the scope of our. commission, we abstain from 
making any observations thereupon. 

(Signed) 
John Montagu, Sec. to Government. 
Habry Rivers, Treasurer-General, 
Wm. Hope, Auditor-General, 
Wm. Porter, Attorney-General, 
W. Field, Collector of H.M.'s Customs, 
W. Cock, Member of Legislative Council, 
R. GoDLONTON, Member of Legis. Council. 
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MEMORIAL TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE 
GOVERNOR. 

To His Excellency Lieut.-General Sir Henry George 
Wakelyn Smith^G.C.B., Governor and Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the Cape of Good Hope^ &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants^ Land 
Owners^ and other inhabitants of this city and neigh- 
bourhood. 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That your Memorialists have observed with deep 
regret the dissolution of the Legislative Council^ by 
which the Colony has been deprived^ for an indefinite 
period, of that legal channel which Her Majesty, by 
her Letters Patent, had prescribed for giving effect to 
her most gracious intention of granting Representa- 
tive Institutions to this country ; and that in conse- 
quence, your Excellency has been compelled to resort 
to the appointment of Commissioners for resuming the 
consideration of the provisions for the Constitution so 
abruptly terminated. 

In publishing the Commissioners' Report, your Me- 
morialists have observed with much satisfaction, that 
your Excellency is open to receive petitions on the 
several subjects contained therein, with the view of 
forwarding them to the Right Hon. the Secretary of 
State. 

Availing themselves of this opportunity, Memorial- 
ists beg leave to inform your Excellency that they 
have examined that document with feelings of the 
deepest interest, and while they desire to declare their 
satisfactiosi^ at the general scope and liberal tone of the 
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Report^ they take the liberty to suggest such modi- 
fications in a few of its provisions, as they think 
would be better adapted to the circumstances of the 
Colony. 

Your Memorialists concur in the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the Commissioners in the 6th clause of 
their Report, ^^ that a large numerical proportion of 
the public take defective views of the objects, uses, and 
advantages of a second Chamber, and desire to place 
too much power in the hands of the Representative 
Assembly/' The report of the Committee of Trade 
and Plantations contains this observation, " that it is 
highly desirable that there should be a second branch 
of the Legislature, less easily swayed by the popular 
feeling of the moment than the Representative As* 
sembly, and capable of acting as a check or counter- 
poise to that body, to guard against too hasty legisla- 
tion, without requiring the too frequent interference of 
the Governor, or the Crown/' By the same Committee 
it is also remarked in reference to the Legislative 
Council,-— ^^ that it will only be a proper precaution to 
require that the electors, by whom its Members shall 
be chosen, shall be of a higher grade in society, than 
will necessarily be possessed by those who wiU be con- 
stituents of the House of Assembly/- 

Your Memorialiste are aware that some difference of 
opinion exists in the minds of the Commissioners re- 
garding the proposed qualifications, as well for the 
electors as for the Members of the Legislative Council, 
and fully coincide in the opinion expressed in the 9th 
clause -of their Report, — ^^ that they can discern no 
quality by which the Council can be distinguished fi-om 
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*he Assembly more marked^ or more salutary, or more 
calculated to secure independence of action than that 
of representing*, in a peculiar manner the property of 
the Colony/' 

Regarding" such conclusions as well founded, your 
Memorialists confidently recommend that the electors 
of the Upper Chamber, should possess a higher quali- 
fication than those of the Assembly, and are of opinion 
that they should be proprietors or renters of fixed 
property to the value of £600 ; and that the qualifica- 
tion for Members of the Legislative Council, should be 
the possession of unincumbered landed property, to the 
value of not less than £1000, or, double that amount 
in mixed property, with a residence of three years in 
the Colonial territory. 

In reference to the suggestion of yoiu' Commis- 
sioners, respecting a pecuniary allowance to Members 
of both Houses, for their attendance and travelling 
expenses, your Memorialists are of opinion that tra- 
velling expenses alone should be allowed to the Mem- 
i)ers of the Legislative Council, conceiving that the 
dass of persons who would be elected to that Chamber, 
would not require nor consent to receive such remunera- 
tion. The attention of your Memorialists has been 
anxiously directed to that portion of the Commis- 
sioners' Report, which has reference to the principle of 
making the ofiicers of Government entirely non-poli- 
ticaL Deeply impressed with the difficulties which must 
arise in the effectual working of any Government, 
where its advisers are withdrawn from the full and 
free discussions of any measures of importance, which 
may be proposed for legislation, your Memorialists 
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are of opinion that it is not only expedient^ but tbat 
it will be highly beneficial to render the Members of 
the Legislative Council eligible for election to seats in 
either Chamber, as they cannot contemplate that 
amongst so large a body of Representatives, they can 
exercise any undue or prejudicial influence. 

In commenting on the 6th clause of the Report 
your Memorialists folly agi*ee with the Commissioners, 
and deem that the provision that enables the Governor 
to dissolve both Houses together, or the House of 
Assembly separately, is extremely salutary. 

In regard to the duration of the Legislative Council, 
it is the opinion of your Memorialists, that the inde- 
pendence of its Members wiU be sufficiently secured by 
limiting it to a period of five in place of 10 years. 

Memorialists acknowledge the justice which will 
result to the rural divisions of the Colony, fi'om the 
application of the principle involved in the 12th para- 
graph of Section No. VII. regarding the election of 
Members for the Legislative Council. 

Having thus expressed their sentiments on the re- 
commendations contained in the Commissioners' Re- 
port, your Memorialists have the honour respectfolly to 

pray. 

That your Excellency will be pleased to forward 
their Memorial to the Right Hon. the Secretary of 
State, for his Lordship's consideration, with such 
remarks thereon from your Excellency as may seem to 
be required. 

J« Stein G. H. Twentyman T. Draper^ sen. 

J. D. Thomson J. Jearey J. Ljcett 

K Cbiappini J. Schikerling C. S. Gickard 
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E. Christian 
A. McDonald 
T. Ansdell 

J. Searight 
W. Hawkins 

A. Chiappini 
J. Boss 

W. J. Elridge 

F. Porter 

P. G. van der Byl 
E. J. Jerram 
E. Norton 

B. Norden 
J. Thomson 

B. J. Jones 
M. W. Nisbett 
J. HaU 

J. C. Gic, Mz. 
H. Walker 
E. H. Norton 
S. Bushell 

C. J. Manuel 
n. C. Bobinson 
H. H. Gird 

A. Woolf 

B. Alexander 
J. H. Parker 



J. Calf, Jnnr. 

J. King 

G. Greig, Jonr. 

L H. Twentyman 

A. CroU 

H. B. Christian 

M. C. Gie 

T. H. Baird 

C. B. Eaton 

J. Fuller 

T. Jones 

W. Openshaw 

C. Martin 

J. FeU 

A. J. PhilHps 

J. Dyason 

T. Badmall 

P. Stigant 

H. E. Knight 

C. ArkcoU 

S. Bailey, M.D. 
G. W. Prince 
E. Lansdberg 
J. Townsend 

D. M. K. Cameron 
J. Jones 

V. G. B. Baker 



R. J. Jones 

L. Busby 

L. Busby, Junr. 

W. FeU 

J. L. Statham 

A. J. Mathieson 

J. Beid 

J. Taylor 

A. Alexander 

A. Searle 

B. Schitlin 

F. Bindemann 

G. Bawstome 

C. J. Christian 
T. B. Venn 

J. Albertus 

M. Nisbet 

H. Beid 

G. D. Brunette 

J. Young 

H. Piers 

B. KeUy 

H. O. H. Holland 

H. Bevem 

G. Lesar 

E. J. Hanbury 

J. Bose 



REPLY, 

Colonial Office, Cape Town, 17th Oct., 18d0. 

SiB^ — I am directed by His Excellency the Governor 

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day^s 

date, enclosing an address signed by 90 merchants and 

others of Cape Town and its neighbourhood, relative 
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to the Draft Constitution proposed by the Commission- 
ers appointed by His Excellency for that purpose. 

I am to acquaint yoUj in reply, that His Excellency 
will forward the Memorial to the Secretary of State, 
together with such comments as may appear to him to 
be required ; and that in doing so he will not fail to 
represent to his Lordship how large an amount of the 
respectability and intelligence, and how much of the 
property of Cape Town and its neighbourhood, are 
represented by the signatures to this Memorial. 
I have, i&c., 

John Montagu. 

R. W. Eaton, Esq. 
Sec. to the Commercial Exchange. 



XV. 

Cape Diyiflional Road Board, 
Cape Town, 21st October, 1850. 
Sir, —I have the honour to transmit to you the 
resolutions adopted at a meeting of ratepayers held 
this day in the Town Hall for the purpose. bf taking 
into consideration a letter addressed to Ijie Gape 
Divisional Road Board^ hy the Secretary of the Cape 
Town Municipality, relative to the resignation of the 
four popularly elected Members of the Legislative 
Council, and their address to their constituents* 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(signed) J, J. H. Smuts, 

Chairman. 
The Secretary to the Cape Town Municipality. 
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Resolutions adopted at a Meeting of Ratepayers held 
at the Town Hall on the 21st day of October, I860, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration a letter 
addressed to the Cape Divisional Road Board, by the 
Secretary of the Cape Town Municipality, relative to 
the resignation of the four popularly elected Members 
of the Legislative Council and their address to their 
constituents. 

J* J. L. Smuts, Esq. in the chair. 

Moved by M. A. Bergh, ifcq. 

Seconded by G. N. Mechau, Esq. and carried 
unanimously. 

That this meeting duly appreciates and ftdly 
approves of the honest and necessary step adopted by 
Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. Brand, F. W.. 
Reitz, and J. Fairbairn, Esqs. in resigning their seats 
as unofficial Members of the Legislative Council, as in 
perfect accordance with the views of their constituents 
in their election, and having no confidence in the 
Legislative Council as at present constituted. 

Moved by D. G. Van Breda, Esq. 

Seconded by C. F. Juritz, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

That this meeting adopting the draft constitution 
prepared by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. 
Brand, F. W. Reitz, J. Fairbairn and J. Wicht, Esqs., 
fully approves of the proposal to depute Sir A. Stocken- 
strom, Bart, and John Fairbairn, Esq. to represent 
the wants and wishes of the Colonists to Her Majesty 
the Queen, the British Parliament and people, and 
pledges itself to contribute a portion of the funds for 
defraying the necessary expences. 

F 3 
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Moved by J. P, Volstedt^ Esq. 

Seconded by H. Eichter, Esq. and carried unani- 
inoiisly, 

That this meeting entirely eoneurB with the petitions 
to her Majesty the Queen and both Houses of Parlia* 
ment rb adopted by the resident householders of Cape 
Town^ and hereby agrees to render its utmost support 
in forwardinsf the same. 

Moved by C, F. JuritZj Esq, 

Seconded by J. W. Lotz^ Esq, and carried unani- 
mously, 

That a copy of the Resolutions be transmitted by 
the chairman to the Commissioners for the Munici* 
pality of Cape Town and to the Cape Divisional Road 
Board. 

(Signed) J. J, L. Smuts^ 

Cbairman. 



Cape Town, 23rd Oct. 1850. 

To P. J- Dejstysbek^ Esq. Secretary to the Cape 
Town Municipality. 
SiRj — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of 96th and 28th ult- with enclosureSj and 
now hand yon extracts of proceedings of Green Point 
Municipality^ 

And remain^ your obedient servant^ 

(Signed) Fbedeeick F, RutherfoobDj 

Hon, Secretaiyi 
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Extract. — At the Monthly Meeting of the Commis- 
sioners of Green Point Municipality, held 2nd of 
October, 1850. 

Present— Wm. Gadney, Chairman, 

Mr. Joseph Dixie, Mr. R. Saunders. 

* Bead two letters from the Secretary of Cape Town 
Municipality, dated 26th and 28th September, enclos- 
ing an extract of proceedings of a Meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners, held on the evening of the 
26th ultimo, and a draft copy of the New Constitution 
prepared by Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart*, and 
Messrs. C. J. Brand, Beitz, Fairbairn, and Wicht. 

Bead a letter dated 2l8t ulto. addressed to the 
respective Municipalities, Boad Boards and Bate- 
payers throughout the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Brand, Beitz, 
and Fairbairn, Esquires. 

It is the opinion of this Board that these Gentlemen 
have well performed the important duties imposed 
upon them by their fellow Colonists. 

Besolved — That the Secretary call a General Meet- 
ing of the Householders of the Green Point Munici- 
pality, for the purpose of laying before them the above 
important documents. 

(Signed) Wm. Gadney, 

Chairman. 

Extract. — At a Meeting of Householders of Green 
Point Municipality, held in the Committee Booms, 
Commercial Exchange, the 12th Oct. I860, 
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Present — Mr. J. J. L. Smuts^ in the Chair, 
Messrs. Dixie, Saunders, Gadney, R. Solomon, 

W. J. Smith, F. S. Watermeyer, T. Holland, H. 

Solomon, — Phillips, J. H. Voa, — Watermeyer. 
The requisition calling the Meeting, and the two 

letters received from the Secretary of Cape Town 

Municipality, dated 26th and 28th ult. were read. * 

After a few preliminary remarks, 
Mr. Gadney proposed, 
Mr. Dixie seconded. 
That Members of the Council must be owners of 
landed property of not less than £1000. (one thousand 
pounds) disencumbered J if encumbered £2000. (two 
thousand pounds) ; voters for the above Members 
of Council must be owners or occupiers of property 
of not less than £60. 

As an amendment — 
Mr. R. Saunders proposed, 
Mr. H. Solomon seconded. 
That the 6th article of the draft Constitution stand 
as proposed by the Cape Town Municipality. 
Carried by a majority. 

Moved by Mr. W. Smith, 
Seconded by Mr. Thos. Holland, 
That this Meeting approves of the draft Constitution 
119 proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Messrs. 
FairbairD, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, and now sub- 
mitted by the Cape Town Municipality for the consi- 
deration of the Green Point Municipality. 
Carried unanimously. 
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Proposed by Mr. B* Saunders^ 
Seconded by Mr. R. P. Solomon^ 
That this Meeting highly approves of aU the steps 
taken by the MunicipaKty of the City of Cape Town, 
set forth in the documents now read, and most cor- 
dially adopts the Memorials now lying for signature 
fti the Town Hall, addressed to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen and both Houses of Parliament. 
Carried unanimously. 
Proposed by Mr. Neethling, 
Seconded by Mr. Phillips, 
That the Commissioners be empowered to prepare 
and present an address from this Municipality to Sir 
A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Messrs. Fairbairn, Eeitz, 
Brand, and Wicht, thankfully acknowledging the 
important services they have rendered the Colony. 
Carried unanimousl3^ 
(Signed) J. J. L. Smuts, 

Chairman. 



XVII. * 

Malmesbury, 18th October, 1850. 
Sir,— In compliance with your request for my co- 
operation in the important matters now before the 
public, contained in your letter of the 3rd instant, I 
beg to inform you that the inhabitants of this District 
held a Public Meeting in this village, on the 16th 
instant, at which a series of resolutions were proposed 
and carried unanimously, copies of which have been 
forwarded to the framers of the Constitution, as also 
to the Chairman of your Municipality, and as you 
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will perceive by the 7th resolution, that the Chairman 
of your Municipality has been requested to attach the 
signatures of the Inhabitants of our District to the 
petition of the Municipalities of Cape Town and Green 
Point to Her Majesty I shall feel obliged by your 
informing me the latest period I am to forward you 
those signatures as I am anxious to get as many as 
I possibly can. We came to that resolution because 
as yet we have no Municipality, and as we considered 
that we should save time by so doing, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

H. H. LOEDOLFF, 
p. J. Dentssen, Esa., 

Town House, City of Cape Town. 

P.S.— Since writing the above I ascertained that 
several farmers of this District have already signed 
the Cape Town Petition, lying for signature at the 
Town Market, I am consequently glad that we have 
adopted our 7th resolution* 



Malmesbuiy, 14tli October, 1850. 
SiK,— As Chairman of a Public Meeting held in 
this village on this day, by the inhabitants of the 
District, I beg to forward you a series of resolutions 
proposed and carried unanimously at said Meeting. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) G. H. Steyn, 

Chairman, 
H. C. Jarvis, Esq., 
Chairman of the Cape Town Municipality. 
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Resolutions proposed and carried unanimously at 
a Public Meeting held on the 16th October^ 1850, in 
the Reading Room at Malmesbury, by the Inhabitants 
of the District. 

1. Proposed by Mr. H. H. LoedolfF, and seconded 
by Mr. A. Rabe, 

That this Meeting fully and cordially approve of the 
steps taken by the four unofficial Members, in resign- 
ing their seats in the Legislative Council, as they have 
been deputed by their constituents of this district at 
least, for no other business than the framing of the 
new constitution for the Colony. 

2. Proposed by Mr. J. A. Laubscher, and seconded 
by Mr. J. H. L. Smuts, 

That an address be sent to the four unofficial Mem- 
bers, embracing our heartfelt thanks and full approval 
of their noble conduct in the Legislative Council as 
representatives of the people. 

(The address was then read and signed.) 

3. Proposed by Mr. Marth. Versfield, and se- 
conded by Mr. H. Vos, 

That this Meeting fully concur in the resolutions 
taken by the Commissioners of the Cape Town Munici- 
pality, on the 26th September last, viz. that Sir Andr. 
Stockenstrom and Messrs. Adv. Brand, senr., J. Fair- 
bairn, Reitz, and J. H. Wicht be requested to draft a 
constitution for the Colony. That two of them, viz. 
Sir A. Strockenstrom and J. Fairbairn, Esq. proceed 
with it to England, to obtain the sanction of Her 
Majesty the Queen, after it shall have been approved 
of by the Colonists, and that a subscription-list be 
opened to defray the necessary expenses. 
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4> Proposed by Mr, H. Vos^ and seconded by Mr. 
D- M. du Toit, Is. 

That the draft constitution^ as proposed by Sir A* 
Stockenstrom and the other g-entlemenj consisting of 
sixteen articles^ and as it has now been readj be adopteil 
find approved of by this Meeting*, 

5. Proposed by Mr, Fredk, Duckett^ seiir., and 
^conded by Mr. Charles Becker, 

That this Meeting tender their heartfelt thanks to Sir 
A, Stockenstrom and Messrs, Adv, Brandy Fairbainij 
Reitz^ and Wicht^ for their unwearying zeal in tlse 
drafting; of the Articles for the constitution. 

6, Proposed by Mr, A, RtibCj and seconded by Mr. 
D, S, Le Roux. 

That this Meeting fiilly approve of the Petition of 
the Municipalities of Cape Town and Green Point to 
Her Majesty our most gracious Queen^ humbly pray* 
ing Her Majesty to sanction the heads of the Consti- 
tution for the Colony as drawn up by the Committee 
named in the 3rd Resolution^ and freely approved of 
by the colonista. 

(The petition was then read and approved of.) 

7- Proposed by Mr* Michael SmutSj and seconded 
by Mr, A* J, Laubscher. 

That the Chairman of the Municipality of Cape 
Town be requested to attach our sig-natures to their 
petition. 

8, Proposed by Mr. D. S. Le Roux^ and seconded 
by Mr. E. K, Green. 

That copies of the Resolutions taken at this Meeting^^ 
be transmitted to the framers of the constitution and 
to the chairman of the Municipality of Cape Town, 
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9. Proposed by Mr. Fred. Duckett^ and seconded 
by Mr. G. C. P. Koetze, 

That this Meeting wish to Sir A. Stockenstrom and 
J. Fairbaim^ Esq. a speedy and prosperous voyage to 
!England^ and that their patriotic undertaking may be 
crowned with that success which it deserves. 

10. Proposed by Mr. M. Versveld, and seconded 
by Mr. J. S. Van Reenen^ 

That thanks be accorded to the chairman for his 
impartial conduct in the chair. 

It was then proposed by Mr. H. H. Leodolff, that 
three loud cheers be given for the Queen before the 
Meeting separated, which was received by deafening 
applause. 

(signed) G. H. Steyn, 

Chairman. 



XVIII. 

CaledoQ, October Uth, 1850. 

Sib,— In reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
I have the honour to acquaint you that a public 
meeting of resident householders was held at this place 
on Monday the 7th instant, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the draft constitution, and to trans- 
uiit to you the following resolutions adopted at that 
meeting. 

" Public Meeting at CaledonJ^ 

A Meeting of Resident Householders of the Muni- 
cipality of Caledon, convened by the Commissioners 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the draft 
constitution, took place on Monday the 7th instant. 
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Upon the motion of Mr. J, O. Van Helsding*^ Mr, 
Osterloch wfis elected the chairman. 

After some remarks by the chairman^ the draft 
constitution was read by the secretary. 
When it was moved by the chairman^ 
Seconded by J, C- Van Helsding*^ 
That the draft constitution^ framed by Sir A, 
StocVenstrom^ Bart*, and C* J. Brandy F. W. Reitz^ 
J. Faii'baii'n^ and J. H. Wichtj Esqs, now read^ be 
approved by the Meeting. 

Carried by acclamation. 
It was then moved by Mr, J. G. Van Helsding^ 
Seconded by Mr. J. G, U3 s^ 
That the thanks of this Meeting' are justly due to 
the above mentioned g-entlemen for their indefatig;ahle 
exertions in framingf the Constitution, 
Unanimously adopted. 
It WRS then moved by Mr, W- H, Kleyn^ 
Seconded by Mr. P, W* Theron, 
That this meeting- fiiUy approves of the conduct of 
Sir A- Stockenstix)mj Bart, and Messrs. C, J- Brandy 
F- W. Beitz^ and John FairbauTij in resig'nhig* their 
seats as unofficial Members of the Legislative Council 
Unanimously adopted. 
Moved by Mr. AV. H. TheunisseUj 
Seconded by Mr. W. H. Kleyn^ 
That subscription lists be opened forthwith for 
defraying the expences to be incurred by Sir A- 
Stockenstrom^ Bart, and John Fairbaim^ Esq. in con- 
veying the constitution to her Majesty. 
Unanimously adopted. 
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Moved by Mr. C. A. M. de Vos, 
Seconded by Mr. B. A. Beuskes^ 
That the constitution now approved by this Meeting 
be introduced in a petition, and transmitted to her 
Majesty the Queen. 

Unanimously adopted. 
Moved by Mr. J. H. Kleyn, 
Seconded by Mr. H. J. Uys, 
That the thanks of this Meeting* be tendered to the 
Chairman for his noble and impartial conduct in the 
chair. 

Carried by acclamation. 
The subscriptions that may be received, as also the 
petition when signed, will be transmitted to you with- 
out delay. 

(Signed) C. A. M. de Vos, i ^ 

T ^ -TT^ -TT y Commissioners. 

J. G. Van Helsding,J 



XIX. 

Beaufort, 19th October. 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom^ Bart.^ John Faiebaibn, 
Esq., C. J. JBrand, Esq., F. W. Reitz, Esq. 
Cape Town. 

Gentlemen, — As Chairman of a Public Meeting* 
held at Beaufort this 19th day of October, 1860, 1 beg 
to hand you a copy of a Resolution then passed, and 
unanimously adopted, that an address be presented to 
you from the inhabitants of this municipality. 

Owing, however, to the shortness of the time this 
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address has not yet been iuUy completed and signed, 
but will be forwarded to you without delay. 
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Thomas Watson. 



Copy of a Resolution unanimously adopted at a Public 
Meeting of the Inhabitants of Beaufort held this 
19th day of October, 1850. 

^^ That an address signed by the Inhabitants of this 
Municipality be presented to the four ex-Members, 
thanking them for the able and determined manner in 
which they have advocated the rights and privileges 
of their Electors.'' 

A true copy. 
(Signed) Thomas Watson, 

Chairman. 



Beaufort, 19th October, 1850. 
To the Commissioners of the Municipality, Cape Town. 

Gentlemen,— As Chairman of a Public Meeting 
held at Beaufort this 19th day of October^ 1860, and 
in accordance with a resolution then unanimously 
adopted, I beg to hand you a copy of the resolutions 
then passed, and to inform you that immediately the 
petition therein referred to is signed, it will be for- 
warded to you without delay. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Thomas Watson. 
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Copy of Resolutions unanimously adopted by the In- 
habitants of Beaufort at a Public Meeting held 
by them on the 10th October^ 1860. 

1. That this Meeting entirely approves of the con- 
duct of the four duly elected imofficial members of the 
Legislative Council in resigning their seats at that 
Board^ as it is the undivided opinion of this Meeting 
that the said Members were delegated by the Colonists 
solely and exclusively for the purpose of assisting in 
framing a Constitution for the Cape of Good Hope, 
and not to interfere in any other business of the 
Government until after the completion of every thing 
necessary for securing to this Colony free, liberal and 
just representative institutions. 

2. That this Meeting has perused with unqualified 
satisfaction the " Reasons for dissent,*^ published by 
the four ex-members, and avails itself of this oppor- 
tunity of testifying its approbation of the principles 
therein advanced, principles entertained almost univer- 
sally by those fellow-colonists by whom they were 
elected. 

3. That this Meeting fully and entirely approves of 
the draft constitution drawra up by Sir Andries Stock- 
enstrom, Messrs. Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, 
convinced that it embodies everything necessary for 
the good government of this settlement, and further, 
that the thanks of this*Meeting are justly due to the 
Gentlemen above named, for the active and immediate 
steps taken by them in the important work in which 
they have been engaged. 

4. That a petition to Her Majesty the Queen, em- 
bod3ing the sentiments expressed in the foregoing 
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resolutions^ be submitted without delay to the inhabi- 
tants of this division for signature^ and afterwards 
forwarded to the Cape Town Municipality^ for trans- 
mission to its destination by the earliest opportunity. 

5. That this Meeting as far as regards itself and the 
inhabitants of the division of Beaufort avails itself of 
this opportunity, unanimously and indignantly to deny 
as most unwarrantable, uncalled for, and unjustifiable, 
the truth of the assertion made by the Honourable the 
Secretary to Government, in his place in Council, 
when he stated that undue influence had been em- 
ployed by certain parties residing in Cape Town, to 
secure the return of the four popularly elected unoffi- 
cial Members. 

6. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the Cape Town Municipality for publication, and 
another copy to His Excellency the Governor, with a 
respectful request to forward the same to the Eight 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

7. That an address signed by the inhabitants of this 
Municipality be presented to the four ex-members, 
thanking them for the able and determined manner in 
which they have advocated the rights and interests of 
their electors. 

A true copy, 
(Signed) Thomas Watson, 

Chairman. 



XX. 

Riversdale, 7tb Oct. 1850. 

Gentlemen, — Enclosed I beg to hand you the 
Resolutions passed at a public meeting hel 
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the 6th inst. on which occasion I had the honour ot 
presiding"^ from the same you will perceive that votes 
of thanks were unanimously carried^ hoth to you (for 
having- resigned your seats in the Legislative Council), 
and to the framers of the Draft Constitution for their 
ahle exertions. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Si^ed) J. M. Von den Berg. 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart. 
John Fairbaim^ Esq. 

F. M. Reitz, Esq. 

G. Brand, Esq. 



First Resolution, proposed by Dr. George Eveleig'h, 
Esq. M.D. 
Seconded by Jacobus Steyn, sen., Esq. 
That this Meeting ftdly approves of, and duly ten- 
ders its thanks to Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., John 
Fairbaim, F. W. Reitz, and C. Brand, Esquires, for 
having resigned their seats in the Legislative Council, 
according to their reasons of dissent. 
Second Resolution, proposed by J. F. Badenhorst, 
Esq., Field Comet. 
Seconded by J. J. Gildenhuys, Esq. 
That the Draft Constitution, as now read, be ap- 
proved of by this Meeting. 
Third Resolution, proposed by P. W. Steyn, Esq., 
Field Comet. 
Seconded by A. P. van Wyke, Esq. 
That this Meeting conveys its thanks to the Framers 
of this Draft Constitution for their able exertions. 

o 
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Fourth Resolution, proposed by J. G. Ste\Ti^ Esq. 

Seconded by J. S. Raudenheimerj Eaq. 
That a Petition to Her Majestyj and both Houses 
of Pjirliament be forthwith drawn up, embodying this 
Drall Constitntion^ and tons arde<i to Eng'land by Sir 
A. titockenstroni^ Bart.^ and John Fairbuirn, Esq. 
Fifth Resolution, proposed by R. J, Theunissen^ Esq., 
Field C^iriiet, 
Seconded by J, D, D. de Villiera, Esq. 
That Subscription lists be opened to defray the 
expenses of the two g^entlemen who so kindly offered 
their services to take these documents to England- 

SLvth Resolution, proposed by G- Eveleig'h, Esq, M.D. 
Seconded by J. G. Steyn, Esq. 
That the thanks of this Meeting^ are due to J, M. 
Van den Berg^ Esq,, for his able and impartial conduct 
in the chair. 



XXI. 

PUBLIC MEETING AT GEORGE TOWN- 

A Meeting of the resident householders of the 
Municipahty of George Towii^ convened by the Com- 
miBsioners^ to take into consideration a letter addressed 
to them by Sir Andines Stockenstrom^ Bart, and 
Messrs. Brandy Fau-bau^i^ Reitz, and Wicht, stating 
the reasons for having resigned their seats as unofficial 
Members of the Legislative Council^ as also for taking 
into consideration the Draft of a Constitution for the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope^ prepared by the 
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aforesaid gentlemen, was held in the Town Hall, on 
Thursday afternoon, the 3rd October, 1860. 

LcDOLPH NiEPOTH, Sen., Esq. J.P., was unani- 
mously, and amidst great applause, called to the Chair. 

The Chairman, in opening- the proceeding's, stated 
the following* address :— 

Dear Friends,— We have now met for the per- 
formance of one of the most important duties that 
can ever devolve on a community, namely, the con- 
templation of a proper Representative Constitution for 
this Colony. 

I take the Chair with pleasure, thoug-h conscious I 
am possessed of less ability to fill that disting*uished post 
than many present ; but the confidence of being* ably 
supported, renders my task comparatively easy. 

A long* life of experience has fully convinced me of 
that invaluable truth, that where love and harmony 
prevail, the greatest difficulties may be overcome. Let 
us, therefore, take as our motto, not in words alone, 
but in spirit, '^ Unity is streng'th,'' and proceed with 
heart and hand with the work now before us. 

We are now assembled, my dear fi-iends, on a requi- 
sition of the Commissioners of this Municipality for the 
purpose of expressing* our sentiments on a Constitution 
framed by some gentlemen of Cape Town, and which 
Constitution being* approved of by the Municipality at 
said place, has been referred for our consideration. 

Throug*h the means of the public papers we are 
become acquainted vnth the unfortunate misunder- 
standing* which so unexpectedly occurred in the Council 
in Cape Town ; but I beseech you, my dear fiiends, let 
us banish from our consultations any disquisition on 

G 2 
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this lamentable misunderstanding*^ and let ns confine 
our deliberations exclusively to the adoption of the 
draft of the Constitution submitted to us, and which 
will be read to you, article by article, separately. 

Should this Constitution be to your desire, — should 
the same be conducive in securing* the welfare of the 
community, and the liberty of the subject, in short, 
should the same be such that you can conscientiously 
place your hand on your heart and exclaim, ^^ Yea, it 
is worth being' preserved with fostering* care, as an 
inheritance for our descendants,^' — should that Con- 
stitution be such, then I say unto you, yes, I conjure 
you, let us not waste our time by speculative discus- 
sions, on irregxdar differences of opinions, which by no 
means concern us. Let us rather consider with un- 
divided attention, the awfiil responsibility we so fear- 
fully incur in respect of our country, as well as in 
respect of our posterity, when we, by unappropriate 
discussions, oppose an obstacle to the progress of our 
Constitutional prosperity and liberty. The consequences 
of such responsibility will then rest upon us as a 
characteristic ignominy, and stain our memory with 
dishonour. 

I maintain that we have nothing* to do with the 
unfortunate misunderstanding* of the Members of the 
Council. We have only to decide upon the suitableness 
of the draft of the Constitution transmitted to us by 
the Municipality of 'Cape Town. In this we shall be 
strenuously supported by our enlightened Governor, 
who has g*iven us the assurance that his Government 
is founded on the g*olden principle, namely,— 

^^ To govern the people through the people/^ 
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Relying on your prudent direction^ I am prepared to 
hear and accept such resolutions as are now to be sub- 
mitted to me. 

The following" resolutions were then unanimously 
carried :— 

I. Proposed by Mr. John M. Johnson, and 
Seconded by Mr. Bobert Ogilvie Scott, 

That this Meeting* is decidedly of opinion that the 
Gentlemen elected by a majority of Votes as the un- 
official Members of the Leg'islative Council, were in 
the wish of the public so elected for the sole and exclu- 
sive purpose oi framing the future Constitution of this 
Colony. 

2. Proposed by Mr. Alexander Robertson, and 
seconded by Mr. Ludolph Niepoth, jun., J. P» 

That the inhabitants of this Municipality have 
watched with intense interest the proceeding's of the 
late constituted Legislative Council, and while they 
regret that disunion should so soon have caused the 
resignation of the unofficial Members returned by the 
people, they are of opinion that said Members had no 
alternative without sacrificing their own credit and the 
honour and interests of their constituents ; and they are 
decidedly of opinion that the steps taken by the retired 
Members, with the advice of the Municipality of Cape 
Town, and the plan intended to be carried out, for the 
purpose of obtaining a Representative Government for 
this Colony, will be conducive to the best interest of 
all classes of her Majesty's subjects in South Africa. 

8. Proposed by Mr. F. S. Fischer, and seconded 
by Mr. E. Bergh, J. P. 
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That the draft of the tlonstitutioii for this Colony, 
drawn up by Sir Andiies Stockeiistronij and Messns. 
Brand, Fairbairuj Reita, and Wicht, in 16 Articles as 
now readj be approved by the resident honseholders at 
this Meeting assembled. 

N,B. The draft was read in English and^Dut^h by 
the To^vn Clerk, 

4. Proposed by Mr, L, Niepothj juju J.P,^ and 
seconded by Mr, Willem Maniitz, 

That the Chairman, tog^ether with Messrs. F, S, 
Fischer, Alexander Roheitson, R- 0-JSeottj Egbertus 
Berg'h, and William Hooper, foi^i themseh^es into a 
committee, to dr^w up a petition to^Her'Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen, praying' that a constitution as 
drafted by the ex-unoffieial Members of the Council be 
estahlishedp 

Proposed by Mr, E. Bergb, 
Unanimously canied with great applause. 
That the thanks of this Meetinsf are due to the 
Chairman for his able and iui])iirtial conduct, 

(Signed) L, Niepoth, sen. 



XXIL 

Graaff Remet, October 1 llh, 1650. 

SiRj — I am directed by the Board of Commissioners 
of the Municipalit}^ of Graaff Reinet to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letters of the 20th ultuno^ ivith the 
accompanying exti'aets from the proceedings of Com- 
missioners of the Cape Town Municipality^ at a 
meeting lield on 25th ultimo^ in consequence of the 
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resignation of the four popularly elected Members of 
Council, and to transmit to you for the information of 
the Cape Town Municipality, a copy of the resolutions 
passed at a public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
District of Graaff Reinet held here on Friday the 4th 
instant. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. T, Walter, 

Town Clerk. 

To J. Denyssen, Esq. 

Secretary to Cape Town Manicipality. 



At a Public Meeting held at GraafF Keinet on 
Friday the 4th of October, 1850. 

J. F. ZiERVOGEL having been called to the Chair, 

The Chairman read the notice calling the Meeting, 
also the letter addressed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and 
Messrs. Brand, Reitz, and Fairbaim on the 21st of 
September, 1850, to the respective Municipalities, 
Road Boards, and Rate-payers throughout the Colony, 
and the ^^ Reasons for Dissent," given in by those 
four gentlemen to the Legislative Council, prior to 
resigning their seats at the Council Board. 

The following Resolutions were thereupon proposed 
and discussed. 

1. That from the manner in which the Legislative 
Council of this Colony is constructed this Meeting is 
of opinion that the public can have no confidence in 
that Council. 
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Proposed by C, H. Griabrook^ Esq,^ 
Seconded by J, Heiagh^ Eaq.^ 

and uiianimouBly adopted, 
S. That tbis Meeting approves of the course adopted 
by Sir Andries Stockenstrom and Messrs, Bmiid^ 
Reitz^ and Fairbaim in resigning* their seats in the 
Legislative Council^ for the reasons assigned by them^ 
and request them to proceed with the labour of pre- 
paruig a Constitution for this Colony to be submitted 
for the consideration of the pnbhc. 

Moved by M. H. Benjamin^ Esq.^ 
Seconded by Stephs, J, Meintjes^ Esq.^ 
and unanimously adopted. 

3. That this Meeting approves of the proposal that 
has been made to depute Sir Andries Stockenstrom 
and Mr< FairbauTi to proceed to England to vindi- 
cate the rights and interests of the Colonists before 
the British Government^ Parliament^ and people^ and 
pledges itself to contribute a portion of the funds 
required to defi^ay the expenses of then* mission- 
Moved by J L, Leeb^ Esq,^ 

Seconded by W. J. Dixon^ Esq,^ 
and unanimously adopted. 

4. That the Chairman of this Meeting be requested 
to forward copies of these resolutions to Sir A, 
Stockenstrom^ with a request that he ndll communicate 
the same to Messrs, Brandy Reitz and Fairbaim. 

Moved by J, Heugh^ Esq.^ 
Seconded by Barend J, Vorster^ Esq.^ 
and unanimously adopted. 
It was thereupon proposed bj?' Jacs- Joshs. Meintjes, 
Esq.j^Seconded by Stephs. J. Meintjes, Esq,, and 
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resolved, that Mr. Ziervogel leave the Chair and Mr. 
Grisbrook take it. 

(Signed) J. F. Ziebyogel, 

Chainnan. 

0. H. Griesbrook, Esq. having taken the Chair, 
it was moved by J. J. Meintjes, Esq.— seconded by 
Steps. J. Meintjes, Esq. and unanimously resolved, 
that the thanks of the Meeting be given to Mr. 
Ziervogel for his impartial conduct in the Chair. 

(Signed) C. H. Grisbrook. 

A true copy, (Signed) J. F. Ziervogel. 



XXIII. 

Office of the Board of Public Roads 
for the Diyision of Uitenhage^ 
7th October, 1850. 

SiR^ — I am directed by the Board of Public Roads 
to transmit to you herewith the proceedings of a 
PubHc Meeting^ held on the 4th istant^ accompanied 
by a protest of the three Members of this Board. 
I have the honour to be^ Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) J. H. Tennant, 

Secretary. 
To J. D£NTSS£N, Esa., 

Secretary to the Cape Town Municipality, Cape Town. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



00 

Extract from the proceeding^a of the Meeting* of 
the Divisional Road Board held on the 1st inst. 
on receipt of Mr. Denyssen's letter of the (date 
omitted in MS.) instant. 

The Secretary laid on the table a letter received 
from the Cape Town Municipality respecting* the 
framing* of a Constitution^ and resignation of the four 
Members. 

It was moved by H. Rens, Esq.^ and 
Seconded by J. Crowe^ Esq._, and carried^ 
That the Secretary be requested to wait on the 
Chairman of the Municipality and try to arrange a 
joint Meeting* of Road Ratepayers and Householders 
for the above purpose^ &c. &c. 

(Signed) John Centlivres Chase^ 

Chairman. 

A true Extract. 

. J. H. Tennant, 

Secretary. 



At a Public Meeting* of Ratepayers and House- 
holders held in the Court House^ Uitenhage/on Friday 
evenings 4th October, 1850, pursuant to public notice^ 
to take into consideration a letter received from the 
Secretary of the Cape Town Municipality, in reference 
to the steps taken and contemplated by that Munici- 
pality in consequence of the resignation by Sir A. 
Stockenstrom and Messrs. Fairbaim, Brand, and 
Reitz, of their seats in the Legislative Council. Steph. 
N. NiEKEKK, Esq. in the Chair. 
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It was moved by Mr. C. Emmott^ and 
Seconded by Mr. Niblett^ 

1st. That it is the opinion of this Meeting that in 
reference to Mr. Denyssen's letter and enclosure from 
the Cape Town Municipality^ addressed to the Road 
Board and Municipal Commissioners of Uitenhage, 
that the resignation of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Messrs. 
Fairbairn^ Brand, and Reitz (more particularly in 
reference to the Estimates) is a perverse and factious 
opposition, and set forth only to embarrass the Govern- 
ment, and is detrimental to the whole Colony. 

To this proposition it was moved as an amendment 
by Mr. R. Rutherfoord, and seconded by Mr. H. H. 
Reus, 

That in the opinion of this Meeting the principles 
and sentiments contained in the ^' Reasons of Dissent/^ 
presented by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Messrs. Fair- 
bairn, Brand, and Reitz, upon resigning their seats in 
the Legislative Council on the 20th Sept. last, and in 
the Circular Letter addressed by those gentlemen 
to the respective Municipahties and Road Boards 
throughout the Colony, are in general entertained and 
responded to by this Meeting, aimd in particular that 
the only duty to which the unofficial Members were 
called by the majorities who elected them upon the 
faith of the Government Notice of the 6th May, was 
the consideration of the Letters Patent, in order to the 
construction of a definite plan of Representative Insti-; 
tutions, and for the passing of ordinances to regulate 
the machinery thereof. Holding these opinions, and 
considering fizrther the constant and peculiar chariacter 
of the opposition by which they were assailed, reducing 
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them as they state to an ^^ hnpotent minorit} /' and 
against which it was manifestly unavailing^ to con- 
tend : this Meeting" is of opinion that the four gentle- 
men above-named have best consulted the claims 
and rights of their constituents^ and their dutj^ to 
themselves^ by the uncoijiproroising course which they 
have pursued^ and we accordingly tender to them this 
expression of our cordial sympathy^ confidence^ and 
thanks. 

It was then moved as a second amendinent by Mr. 
J. C Chasej and seconded by Dr. Merritt-j 

That we will not express our opinion upon the pro- 
ceedings of Council^ seeing that we took no part in the 
nomination of the unofficial Members* 

On coming to a division^ Mr, Chase's amendment 
was lostj only seven votes appearing in its favour, 

Mr. Rutherfoord's amendment was then put and 
carried^ by a very large majontyj only seven or eight 
votes appearing in favour of Mr. Emmott's original 
resolution, 

i2nd. It was moved by Mr. Gibson^ and seconded 
by Mr, Youngs 

That this Meetings without at all receding from the 
views which the inhabitants of this place^ in pubhc 
Meeting assembled^ have expressed on the subject of 
separate Local and Representative Institutions^ con- 
sider it unadvisable at this moment to insist upon them^ 
and consent to leave this boon as a result of deliberation 
in the future Parliament. To this end, they desire to see 
the Constitution so framed^ that the views of all may 
be fairly represented ; assured^ that this done^ the 
other mu^t follow. They are^ therelbre^ satisfied with 
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the proceedings of the Municipality of Cape Town, in 
the present emergency, and desire hereby to express 
their concurrence in the projected visit of Sir A. 
Stockenstrom and Mr. Fairbaim to England, and to 
assure the Municipality of Cape Town of their sympa- 
thy and co-operation. 

To this it was moved, as an amendment, by Mr. 
Emmott, and seconded by Mr. Charlton, that this 
Meeting is of opinion that no discussion of a Consti- 
tution for this Colony can be entertained, unless it be 
based upon an independent, separate, and distinct 
Government for this province. 

This amendment was likewise lost. 

The original motion of Mr. Gibson being carried by 
the same majority. 

It was then moved by Mr. Eutherfoord, seconded 
by Mr. Gibson, 

That the proceedings of the Meeting be transmitted 
to the Municipality of Cape Town, in due course. 

Carried. 

The chair was then vacated by Mr. Niekerk, on the 
motion of Mr. Chase ; and being occupied by Mr. 
Emmott, a vote of thanks for his services was moved 
by Mr. Rutherfoord, seconded by Mr. Brunett, and 
carried in the usual manner. 

(Signed) S. J. Van Niekerk, 

Chairman. 
Uitenbage, 5th October, 1850. 



At a Meeting held this seventh (7th) day of October, 
1850, of the Members of the Board of Public Roads 
for the Division of Uitenhage : 
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Present J. C. Chase, Esq. Chairman. 

Messrs H. H. Rens, J. Crowe, and J. Niblett, 
Members, &c. &c. 

The Secretary laid on the table the proceedings of a 
Public Meeting, held on the 4th inst. in reference to 
the resolution of the 1st October, 1850, of this Board, 
which being read. 

The Chairman and two Members stated, that in 
transmitting the resolutions of the above Meeting, they 
will accompany it with a protest. 

For, That they consider the Meeting a packed one. 

That the persons who voted had not paid their Road 
rates. 

That the persons present only represented the town 
of Uitenhage, and not the Road Ratepayers 6f this 
Division. 

That none of the Road Ratepayers from Port 
Elizabeth, the must influential and wealthy portion of 
the Division, were present. 

Therefore those resolutions cannot be taken as indi- 
cative of the feelings of the wealth and intelligence of 
the Division. 

(Signed) John Centlivres Chase, 
John Niblett, 
J. Cuov^E. 

It was further resolved, that all the proceedings con- 
nected with the late Meeting be forwarded to the Cape 
Town Municipality. 

(Signed) John Centlivres Chase, 

Chairman. 

A true copy of the above proceedings, 

(Signed) J. H. Tennant, 

Secretarj. 
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XXIV. 

Stellenbosch, ^Oth September, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — We, the undersigned Landholders 
and others of the Town and District of Stellenhosch, 
herewith beg* to signify to you, our cordial and 
unfeig-ned approval of your having* resig-ned your 
seats in the Leg'islative Council, and also of the 
reasons of dissent given in by you, as it is our decided 
opinion, that you have acted in conformity to the wishes 
of your Constituents throughout the Colony, for we can 
assure you that as reg'ards ourselvfes, we have never 
anticipated when nominating* you, that you should 
enter upon any other business than the framing" of a 
Constitution, and especially riot upon matters of such 
vital importance, as that which has been laid before 
you by His Excellency the Governor, which ought 
in our humble opinion to be regarded as coming 
more properly under the province of the future 
Parliament. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servants, 

(Signed) M. J. v. N. Onkruydt. 

(Names omitted i^ MS.) 

To Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., John Fairbaim^ 
C. J. Brandy and F. W. Reitz, Esquires. 



At a Meeing of the resident Householders in the 
Municipality of Stellenbosch, convened by the Com- 
missioners, and held oil this 30th day of September, 
1860, for the purpose of taking into consideration a 
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letter addressed to them by Sir Andries Stflckenstronr^ 
Bart., John Fairbaim, Adr. Bmnd^ and F. W- Reitz^ 
Efc^fjuiresj kt« Members of the late Legislative Coimcilj 
explaining the reasons of their resignation^ 

The foUowiiig resolutions were proposed and unani- 
mously adopted. 

M. J. VAN NiTLDT. Onkruydt^ Esq. was voted 
to the Chairj and (name omitted in MS-) to act as 
Secretary of this Meeting, 

1. That this Meeting do fully and most cordially 
approve of the steps taken by the fom' unofficial 
Members in resigning their seats in the Legislative 
Council^ as they had been deputed by their Con- 
stituentSj exclusively for assisting in the framing of a 
Constitution for the Colony^ and not for taking the 
Estimates or other subjects into considerationj which 
ought to be regarded as coming more properly under 
the province of the futui'e Parliament. 

2. That this Meeting has seen with surprise and 
regret, a notice of his Excellency the Governor, iu the 
Gazette of the S7th instant, appointing all the official 
Members, and the two Government Nominees of the 
late Council, to form a Board of Commissioners to 
fi'ame a Constitution for the Colony, which said appoint- 
ment is, in the opinion of this Meeting, unlawiul and 
uncalled for, whilst those who accept it, are utterly 
unqualified to carry into efibct the important duties 
involved in such, inasmuch as they do not in the 
remotest degree possess the confidence of the public for 
such piu'pose. 

3. That this Meethig also repudiates certain expres- 
sions made by the Honourable Secretary to Govern- 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



97 

ment in his place, in Council^ to the effect^ that the 
four unofficial Members had not been duly elected, 
owing* to their names having* been distributed on 
printed lists, in order to secure their being* returned, 
as being* groundless, unwarrantable, and calculated to 
insult not only the g*entlemen nominated, but also their 
nominators. That this Meeting has been, and up to 
this moment is satisfied, that these four g*entlemen 
carry with them the fullest confidence of the inhabit- 
ants, and have, on that account only, been elected by 
them. 

4. T^^at this Meeting* also approve of and fully 
concur in the resolutions adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners of the Cape Town Municipality, on the 
26th instant, in requesting* Sir Andries Stockenstrom 
and Messrs. Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, to 
draft a Constitution, which may to them appear best 
suited to meet the wants and wishes of the Colonists, 
and that Sir Andries Stockenstrom and John Fair- 
baim, Esq., should proceed with the same to England, 
after its having been approved of by the Colonists ; as 
also, that a subscription be immediately opened in this 
town in aid of the necessary expenses. 

6. That a copy of the Resolutions now adopted, be 
transmitted to the four unofficial Members above alluded 
to, with an address framed in the spirit thereof; as 
also, another copy of Resolutions to His Excellency 
the Governor, with a request that he should forward 
the same to the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State, along with their resignation. 

6. That this Meeting is rtP opinion that a Society 
should immediately be formed in this town under the 
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name of the ^^ SteDenboech Reform Afisociation^^ whose 
general duties it will be to watch over the political 
interests of this district. 

7. That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct^ as also to 
the Secretary of this Meeting. 

(Signed) M. J. V. N. Onkruydt. 



XXV. 

Office of tbe Munieipality, 
Paarl, 9thOctobe/, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with a resolution 
passed by the Board of Commissioners of this Muni- 
cipality on the 1st instant. The Board hereby begs 
to tender its thanks to each and all of you for your 
manly and praiseworthy conduct in defending their 
rights and privileges during the time you served as 
imofficial Members in the Legislative Council, more 
especially for the instant resignation of your seats in 
the same when you became convinced that to retain 
them any longer might endanger the welfare and 
liberties of the land of your adoption. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) M. de Kock, 

Secretary. 

To Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., C. J. Brand, 
F. M. Reitz, J. Fairbaim, Esqrs., Cape Town* 
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XXVI. 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., C. J. Brand, 
F. W. Eeitz, and John Fairbairn, Esqrs. 

Gentlemen,— We, the undersigned ratepayers and 
others, inhabitants of the district of Mahnesbury, 
have witnessed with pride your conduct in the Legis- 
lative Council from the moment you took your seats 
therein, for which we tender to you our heartfelt 
thanks, and take further the liberty to assure you that 
your resignation meets with our entire and unqualified 
approval, and that you would not have acted in the 
spirit of the people, had you entered upon any other 
business than the mere framings of the future Consti- 
tution. 

We have the honoui: to be, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 
(Signed) 



J. Renen 
W.E.ThunysBcn 
C.Albertyn 
Fred. Duckitt 
P. Stadler 
C. Stadlar 
H. Bester 
J. W. Sleigh 
J. J. Brand 
W. Versfeld 
T. M. Korsten 
Marth. Versfeld 
Cbarles J. Becker 
J. L. Lockner 
J. S. van Beenen 
C. E. Hanpt 



M. Stofifberg 

J. G. Coetzee 

J. A. Laubscher 

J. W. Benen 

A. Babe 

W. J. Duckett 

Thos. Hannah 

J. W. Weir 

P. J. Vande West- 

huizen 
N. Linde 
C. V. Breda 
N. Acker 
F. Leigh 

M. C. van Niekerk 
C. J. H. Babe 
H 2 



C. Loedolff 
B. 6. Francke 
G. J. Kotze 

J. H. Loedolff 
M. C. van Ejssen 
M. J. de Goede 
H. H. Loedolff 
J. H. Loedolff 
J. H. S. Smits 

D. J. Ackerman 
Joel Ackerman 
P. Spangenberg 
D. W. Ackerman 
J. Z. Mocke 

J. H. A. Basson 
£. B. Green 
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J. D. Blatt 
H. H. Smuts 
M. Smuto 
D. E. Le Roex 
A. J. Laubscher 
D. M. du Toit 
G. H. StejQ 
N. A. Smit 
A. C. Kock 
J. J. Mostert 

D. J. Smnt9 
A. A. Smit 

J. H. Walters 
G. L. Ehlers 
J. G. Ehlers 
H. Vos 

C. J. Grobbelaar 
A. C. Kock, Jun. 
" ■ ■ Grobbelaar 
G. P. Stejn 
L. C. J. Smitt 
W. S. Kirsten 
C. G. Borcherds 
J. 

E. A. Backle 
G. P. C. Kotze 
J. W. M oorrees 
M. Walters 
H. J. Smit 



J. J. Procter 

J. P. Smit 

J. A. Laubscher 

J. C. ChilUe 

C. J. N. Bresler 

N. Walters 

John Kennedy 

W. J. MuUer 

P. J. Kotze 

A. 

C. D. Kock 

J. J. Kotze 

J. L. J. Palyie 

W.J. 

J. L. Frick 

P. J. A. Basson 

H.M. Laubscher 

H. G. Greef 

M. Gobre^ts 

J. D. VilUers 

A. M.'H. Loubzer 

G. P. Trout 

P. P. Hartogh 

J. H. MullCT 

J. L. Blatt 

H. J, van der West- 

huizen 
J, J. Hanekom 
J. G. Lochner 



M. A. de Koch 

P. J. S. de Beer 

J. G. Steyn 

S. S. Steyn 

M. A. de Kock 

M. W. Hamman 

J. J. Smuts 

S. M. Smuts 

M. A. Soffman 

J. Bresler 

S. S. Lombard 

Job. Lombard 

M. D. Jordaan 

Jacob Laubscher 

J. H. Boonzair 

L. T. J. Lochner 

C. Bresler, Jun. 

J. H. Basson * 

C. Basson 

A. Basson 

P.F.deVilKers 

J. J. F. de Greeff 

C. Lombard Cn. Zoob 

J. B. CSombrink • 

H.D.J, der Toit 

W. 

J. G. L. Croeser 

J. N. B. Vercuish 

J. J. Basson 



XXVII. 

Worcester, September 28, 18S<^- 
Gentlemen^— We^ the undersigned resident ho^^ 
holders of this Municipality, and other inhabitaix*® ^ 
the neighbourhood, avail ourselves of the first opp^?" 
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tunity to tender 'you without hesitation our most 
sincere and entire approval, for having resigned your 
seats in the Legislative Council; of which we were ap- 
prised by yesterday evenin^^s post, in consequence of 
a certain resolution by a majority, consisting of offipial 
Members and Government nominees, voting against 
you, as the representatives of the people ; and we 
moreover declare, that upon giving you our votes for 
the Membership of the said Council, our only object 
was to elect you in order to assist in framing the future 
Constitution, and for no other purpose, being averse 
against the present Council legislating any longer for 
this Colony, 

We also cordially join in the sentiments of our re- 
spected fellow-citizens m the capital, in requesting you 
(conjointly with Mr. Wicht) to draft such a Consti- 
tution, as shall be best calculated to meet the wants 
and wishes of the Colony, and rejoice in the project of 
deputing two of your number to England, for the pur- 
pose of soliciting the sanction of our most gracious 
and beloved Queen to the same. 

We cannot conclude without stating that you carry 
away our fullest confidence and firmly hope that your 
united endeavours on our behalf may ultimately be 
crowned with complete success. 

We have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

(Signed) 

D.H.FranklcM.D. J. C. U. A. Meiring D. J. de Wet 

J. Lindenberg J. J. de Vos Iza D. J. Malan 

D. Langermau G. de Vos H. G. A. V. Merwe 

H. Sutherland D. Naude C. J. Keet 
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E. 6. Jofdaan 

N. V. Vlock, ScDu 

M. Majnier 

Wm. Quin 

B. J. Schierhout 

T. J. Matthew, Jim. 

J. G. DeWct 

C.Beck 

W. P. Rattray 

J. L. Vos 

P. J. De Wet 
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D. J. Botha 

F. L. Lindenberg 

H. G. Mylne 

P. J. Hens 

P. D. de Wet 

H. C. de Wet 

W.Vander Itferwe^sen. 

Is. DaToitde Wet 

P. J. Hugo 

Jacobus S. de Wet 



J.S.y.A. Merwe 
Greorge Bailey 

B. V. der Merwe 
T. C. Botha 

John D. Lindsay, J. P. 
P. D. Jordaan 
G. J. Jonbert 
J. A. Nande 
W. J. Jooste 

C. Dreyer 

F. M. Duncker. 



To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., 
C. J. Brand, Esq., LL.D., 
F. W. Beitz, Esq. 
John Fairbaim, Esq. 



WOBCESTER. 



Worcester, December 16ih, 1850. 
Sir,— In conformity with instructions from the 
Board of Commissioners of this Municipality, I beg*, to 
transmit to you a copy of a Resolution passed by 
them at a Meeting* of Commissioners, held on the 14th 
instant. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Wm. Quin, 

Acting Sec. of the Mmiicipality. 
P. J. Denyssen, Esq., LIi.D. 

Sec. of the Cape Town Municipality. 



Worcester, December 16th, 1850. 
Copy of a Resolution adopted at a Meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Municipality of Wor- 
cester, held on the 14th instant: -^ 
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^^That this Board cordially approves and adopts 
the sentiments expressed in the Itesolutions passed at 
Public Meetings held in this Town on the 12th -and 
18th October last, approving of the resignation of Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom, and Messrs, Brand and Fair- 
bairn, and B;eitz ; and concurs in the reasons of dissent, 
addressed to the several Municipalities and Boad 
Boards, by the seceding Members of the late Council : 
fully convinced that no other step could have prevented 
the Legidative Council again coming into existence, 
and thereby causing the delay of Bepresentative Insti- 
tutions, probably for many years/' 



XXXVIII. 

Office of the Divisional Road Board, 
Swellendam, 16th October, 1850. 

Sir, — Having laid your letter of the 26th ult., 
together with its enclosures, before the Commissioners 
of this Board at a Meeting held on the 12th instant, 
I have the honour to inform you that the following 
resolution was made : 

^^ That this Board refrains from entering into political 
discussions.'^ 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Fred. J. Van der Beit, 

Secretary. 

' The Secretary to the Cape Town Municipality, 
Cape Town. 
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XXIX. 

Town Office, Port Elizabeth, 
5th October, 1850. 

Sib,— I have the honour to acknowledg-e the receipt 
of your second communication of the 28th ulto., accom- 
panying the draft of a new Constitution and blank 
subscription list 

In accordance with the intimation contained in my 
letter of last post, I beg to acquaint you, that a 
Meeting of Ratepayers was held here yesterday after- 
noon, at which the following resolutions were carried 
by a large majority. 

W. Fleming, Esq. in the Chair. 

1st. That this Municipality having declined to take 
any part in the nomination of Members for the Legis- 
lative Council must now refrain from offering any 
opinion upon the recent proceedings of the Council. 

2nd. That this Municipality will not pledge itself to 
recognize or support any form for a proposed Consti- 
tution which does not adopt as its basis the removal of 
the seat of Government to a central position, or a sepa- 
ration of the provinces. 

An amendment was now moved and seconded ex- 
pressive of approval of the conduct of the Gentlemen 
who have resigned, but it was negatived, five hands 
having been held up for it. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) Wm. Higgins, 



Town Clerk. 



To P. J. Denyssen, Esq. 
8ecy. to the Municipality of Cajre Town. 
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Graham's Town, 

7th Octoher, 1850. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Public Roads 
for the Albany Division to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 26th ultimo, ^ving cover to an ex- 
tract from certain proceedings of the Board of Com- 
missioners of the Cape Town Municipality, relative to 
the resignation of fom* Members of the Legislative 
Council, and in reply I am to state that the Board 
possesses no political functions, and cannot accede to 
your request. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. H, Huntley, 

Secretary. 
P, J. Denyssen, Esq. 
Secretary Cape Town Municipality. 



XXXI. 

Town Office, Graham's Town, 
5th October, 1850. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledg-e the receipt 
/-of your communication of the 26th ultimo, covering a 
printed copy of sundry proceedings of the Commis- 
sioners of the Municipality of Cape Town with regard 
to the resignation of the four Memhers of the Council, 
aaid of the intention of raising a subscription to enable 
two of those gentlemen to proceed to England with a 
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certain draft of a Constitution purporting* to meet the 
wants and wishes^ and to represent all the interests in 
this*Colony. 

In pursuance of your request^ that the same should 
be laid before the Commissioners of this Municipality 
^^ without delay/' as being* of the utmost importance 
that the views of the public be ascertained on the 
several matters without delay^ 

I am instructed to inform you^ that at k full Board 
of Commissioners and Ward Masters held this day^ it 
was unanimously and finally determined to rgect in 
toto^ all the views entertained by the Municipality of 
Cape Town, as will more fully appear by the resolu- 
tions which were immediately adopted^ and a copy of 
which I have been directed to forward to you. 
I have the honour to be^ Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) A. W. Beck, 

Town Clerk. 
P. J. Denyssen, Esq. 

Sec. Cape Town Municipality. 

1st. That this Board considers that the resig- 
nation of Messrs. Stockenstrom, Brand, Reitz, and 
Fairbaim, pourtrays the abandonment of a solemn 
duty, and calls forth the most unqualified reprehension 
and disapproval of all the thinking portion of the com- 
munity. 

2nd. That the disruption of the Council is likely to 
be productive . o£ mischievous results, and that the 
seceding Members have shewn an utter, disreg'ard to 
their country^s good, byrefasing to enter upcfft the; 
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discussion of subjects which -arc aimed at the ^enei:^ 
development and, improvement of the Colony. 

3rd. That the appointment of a deputation to draft 
a Constitution, and ]to proceed therewith to England, 
is regarded by this Board with feeliQgs of anxiety and 
alarm, as being most likely to be productive of a repe- 
tition of those odious maligments from which the 
Colony has sujSered so severely. 

4th. That the ^^ Eeasons for assenting^' to proceed- 
ing with the estimates in Council as submitted by the 
Honourable Messrs. Cock and Godlonton, be adopted 
by this Board as embodying the feeling of the inhabi- 
tants of Albany, and that the thanks of the Board be 
voted to those gentlemen for their constitutional and 
manly defence of the best interests of the Eastern 
Province and the whole Colony. 

(Signed) A. W. Beck, 

Town Clerk. 
Town Office, Graham's Town, 
4th October, 1850. 



Town Office, Graham's Town, 
12th October, 1850. 

SiK, — With reference to your letter dated 28<Ji ult., 
enclosing for, the information of the Commissioners of 
the Municipality of Graham's Town, a copy of the 
draft Constitution for the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, ^pre^ared by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bt. and C. 
J. Brand, F. W, Eeitz, J. Fairbaim, and J. H. 
liVicht, Esquires, as also a subscription list towards 
defraying the e;^ens^s to be incurred to enable 
Sir A. Stockenstrom and John Fairbairn, Esq. to 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



108 

proceed to England for the purpose of obtaining* 
Her Majesty the Queen's sanction thereto, I am 
directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of 
said documents, and in reply to refer you to my com- 
munication to your address, dated 4th instant. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) A, W. Beck, 

Tqto Clerk. 
P. J. Denyssen, Esq. 
Secretary^Cape Town Municipality. 



XXXII. 

George Town, 25th October, 1850. 
Sir, — I am requested by the Commissioners of the 
George Town Municipality, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your correspondence of the 26th and 28th 
ult., and of the 3rd and 2l8t inst., in which last letter 
you apprise them that a Central Committee has been 
appointed in Cape Town, consisting of several gen- 
tlemen to correspond with the Deputation about to 
proceed to England, &c. &c. I have the honour to 
inform you that on the receipt of your former letters 
the Commissioners did all in their power to meet the 
views of the Commissioners of Cape Town. That 
at a Meeting held on the 3rd instant, the inhabi- 
tants thought fit to appoint a Committee to whom 
they entrusted the management of the Constitution 
forwarded to Commissioners, and in reply to your 
letter of the 21st instant, I am authorized to refer you 
to the Committee above mentioned. 
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The Commissioners having considered the several 

Constitutions set forth for the information of the 

public, do not see the necessity of parties proceeding 

to England, as there appears to be no very material 

difference in the said Constitutions as to require such 

strong advocacy, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. Niepoth, 

Secretary. 

George Town, October 28th, 1850. 
To the Chairman and Commissioners of the Munici- 
pality of Cape Town; 

Deab Sirs,-— I do myself the honour to report to 
you, that at a very numerously attended public Meet- 
ing held by the requisition of the Municipality of this 
place in the Town Hall, on the 3rd instant, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were elected as a committee to draw up 
the required petitioiis to the Queen and both Houses of 
Parliament, and the petitions being approved of by 
the adjourned Meeting held on the instant, 

together with the lists of subscriptions in the course o£ 
signature, and will be forwarded to the Committee of 
Cape Town without delay. 

Inclosed is a copy of the resolutions agreed to 

unanimously. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. Niepoth, Sen* 

' Chairman, 

Committee elected at the public Meeting. 

L. Niepoth, Sen. P. S. Fischer. 
A. Bobertson. E. 0. Scott. 

E. Bergh. W. Hooper. 
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At a public Meeting* of the resident householciers 
of the Municipality of Georg^e Town^ convened by the 
Commissioners to take into consideration a letter 
addressed to them by Sir A, Stockenstrom, Bart, and 
Messrs. Brandy Fairbaim, and Beitz^ stating- their 
reasons for having resigned their seats as unofficial 
Members of the Legislative Council, as also for taking* 
into consideration the draft of a Constitution for the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, prepared by the 
aforesaid gentlemen, in conjunction with Mr. Wicht j 
was held in the Town Hall on the afternoon of Thurs- 
day the 3rd of October, 1850. 

LuDOLPH NiEPOTH, Sen. Esq. J. P. was imani- 
mously and amid great applause called to the chair. 

The following resolutions were then unanimously 
carried. 

1st. Proposed by Mr. John McKenzie Johnson j 
and seconded by Mr. R. 0. Scott, 

^^That this Meeting is decidedly of opinion, that 
the gentlemen selected by the majority of votes as the 
unofficial Members of the Legislative Council, were in 
the wish of the public so elected for the sole and 
exclusive purpose of framing the future Constitution 
of the Colony .*' 

2nd. Proposed by Mr. Alexander Robertson j 
and seconded by L. Niepoth, Esq. J. P. 

^^That the inhabitants of this Municipality have 
watched with intense interest the proceedings of the 
lately constituted Legislative Council, and while they 
regret that division should so soon have caused the 
resignation of the unofficial Members returned by the 
people, they are of opinion that said Members had no 
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alternative without sacrificing their own credit and 
the honour and interest of their constituents^ and they 
are decidedly of opinion that the steps taken by the 
retired Members with the advice of the Municipality 
of Cape Town, and the plan intended to be carried out 
for the purpose of obtaining Representative Govern- 
ment fcHP this Colony will be conducive to the best 
interests of all classes of her Majesty's subjects in South 
Africa/' 

3. Proposed by Mr. Frederick Sebastian Fischer ; 
and seconded by E. Bergh, Esq. J. P. 

'' That the draft of the Constitution for this Colony, 
drawn up by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and Messrs* 
Brand, Fairbaim, Eeitz and Wicht in sixteen articles, 
as now read, be approved by the Resident House- 
holders at this Meeting assembled.'' 

4. Proposed by L. Niepoth, Esq. J. P. ; and 
seconded by Willem Martinez, Esq. 

^' That the Chairman, together with Messrs. F. S. 
Fischer, Alexander Robertson, R. 0. Scott, E. Bergh, 
and William Hooper, form themselves into a Com- 
mittee to draw up a petition to her most gracious 
Majesty the Queen, praying that a Constitution as 
drafted by the ex-unofficial Members of Council be 
established." 

6. Proposed by Mr. E. Bergh, and unanimously 
carried by applause, 

^' That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct." 

(Signed) L. Niepoth, Sen., 

Chairman. 
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XXXIII. 

Colesberg, 24th October, 1850. 

Sir And. Stockenstrom, Bart., Johx Fairbairn, 
Esq., Advocate Brand, F. W. Reitz, Esq. 

Gentlemen,— At a meeting* of Househdders and 
Ratepayers held in this village, it was resolved that 
the thanks of the Inhabitants be conveyed to you for 
your having", in accordance with their sentiments, re- 
signed your seats as Members of the Legislative Coun- 
cil. We therefore avail ourselves of this early oppor- 
tunity of expressing their sense of gratitude, and of 
acquainting you of the entire satisfaction felt with 
your proceedings throughout, and of their approval of 
deputing two of your Members to England, soliciting 
Her Majesty to sanction the project in view, and of 
the assurance of their trust being placed in you, with 
their prayer for success. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. A. Ortlepp, Thos. Holmes, 
Charles W. Hutton. 



Market House, Colesberg, 23rd October, 1850. 

P. J. Denyssen, Esq., Secretary to the Cape Town 
Municipality. 
Sir,— The Commissioners of this Municipality hav- 
ing taken your letters, dated 26th, 28th Sept., and 3rd 
October last into consideration, and according to yout 
suggestion called a public meeting of the resident 
Householders and Ratepayers, I beg herewith to 
enclose you the proceedings of the public meeting held 
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yesterday^ and to inform you that the subscriptions 
already amount to £24. 6sj and when the list has been 
returned from the country the proceeds shall be trans- 
mitted. 

I have^ &c. 

(Signed) A. db Waal, 

Town Clerk. 



At a public meeting* of resident Householders, at 
Golesberg*, Mr. Ortlepp was unanimously called to the 
chau*. 

Mr. Commissioner A. A. Ortlepp, the chairman, 
explained the object for which the meeting* had been 
convened, viz. : — 

To take the sense of the Eatepayers as to the pro- 
priety of the four popularly elected unofficial Members 
of the Legislative Council having* resigned their seats, 
in consequence of the Governor wishing some excep- 
tionable items in the estimates for 1851, and the supple- 
mentary estimates for 1850 to be passed 3 and also for 
ascertaining* the feelings of the Ratepayers as to the 
draft Constitution for the Colony, framed by the said 
unofficial Members, and to open a list of subscriptions 
to defray the expenses of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, 
and John Fairbairn, Esq. to proceed to Europe to 
convey to Her Majesty the wishes and wants of the 
Colonists. 

Proposed by Mr. C. Hutton, and 
Seconded by Mr. D. Amot, jun. 

^^ That it is the imiversal feeling of this Munici- 
pality, that the said four popularly elected imofficial 
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Members are deserving of the confidence of this 
Municipality, for having resigned their seats rather 
than have created such a breach of trust in giving their 
votes for such exceptionable items of expenditure as 
His Excellency the Governor had proposed in the 
Estimates, the scrutiny and sanction of which, in the 
opinion of this Meeting, were very properly withheld 
for the future Parliament of the Cape of Good Hope/' 
Proposed by Mr. C. J. Kemper, and 
Seconded by Mr. C. Hutton, 
/^ That the Draft Constitution, as framed by the four 
popularly elected Members of Council, combined with 
Mr. Wicht, and adopted by the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Cape Town Municipality, is by this 
Municipality deemed the most suitable.*' 
Proposed by Mr. L. von Maltitz, and 
Seconded by Mr. M. Morrell, 
^^ That a subscription list, as presented, be opened, to 
obtain the necessary means for conveying to Her Ma- 
jesty the wishes and wants of the Colonists ; and that 
the Commissioners of this Municipality do head the 
same with £10 from the Municipal ftmds at their 
disposal.^' 

Proposed by Mr. E. Gibbon, and 
Seconded by Mr. L. von Maltitz, 
'^ That a Committee be appointed to draw up a letter 
of thanks to the four popularly elected Members of 
Council, conveying to them the sense of this Munici- 
pality, for their upright conduct in withdrawing from 
the Council ; ^ and that the confidence and trust that the 
Municipality had placed in their hands, by electing 
them to represent their interest, have been truly 
realized.'' 
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Pi'oposed by Mr. J. Draper^ ismd 
Seconded by Mr. Kemper^ 
^' That Messrs. Ortlepp, Holmes, and C. Hutton, do 
form the committee to draw up the above letter.'' 
Proposed by Mr. Kemper, and 
Seconded by Mr. Hutton, 
^' That the proceedings of this Meeting be published 
in every newspaper in the Colony.'' 
Proposed by Mr. Hutton, and 
Seconded by Mr. Maltitz, 
^' That the contents of the communications received 
from the Secretary of the Cape Town Municipality, be 
made public among the farmers of this district, request- 
ing them to take part in the object in view, that sub- 
scription lists be immediately sent out." 

Mr. Ortlepp having left the chair, it was proposed 
by Mr. Hutton, and seconded by Mr. Draper, 

'' That a vote of thanks be passed to Mr. Ortlepp, 
for his able and impartial conduct in the chair." 

(Signed) A. A. Ortlepp, 

Ghainnan. 



XXXIV. 
STOCKENSTKOM— KAT BIVER. 

Philipton, 21st October, 1850. 

To Sir A. Stockensteom, Bart, and John 

Faibbaibn, Esq. 

Gentlemen,— Having elected you as our represent 

tatives to the late Council, we beg leave to thank you 

for your exertions in the late Councfl, and also at the 

Board for drawing up a Constitution for the country 

I 2 
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gfenerally. We do not profesa to understand much of 
what has been going on ; but^ as far as we have heard 
and seen^ it is our humble opinion that you have acted 
for the best interests of the country. 

Inclosed resolutions contain our views on the great 
pending subject of a Cape Government and Parliament^ 
and in regard to the working of a Cape Parliament 
for the Eastern District, which we dread with an in- 
expressible dread. In some of our views we may 
even differ with you, our respected friends and well- 
wishers, but they are the genuine feelings of our 
hearts. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed by 32 Inhabitants.) 

The people who have signed these documents are 
a standing Committee, and they speak in the name of 
the entire settlement, of all parties, that is, of both 
Churches. 



Meeting held at Philipton, on Monday 21st instant, 
Mr. Andreas Hatta in the chair. 
Proposed by Mr. John Frie, and 
Seconded by Mr. Pieter Plaatjes, 

1. That this Meeting desires thankftilly to record 
the fact, that under the wise and benign rule of the 
British Government and the Imperial Parliament, the 
condition of the natives of this country has been one 
of progressive improvement in the concessions of their 
rjghts and privileges as men and British subjects, the 
Government and Imperial Parliament having invaria- 
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biy exercised a watchful solicitade in gfuardin^ theif 
rights and liberties against the attempts of €olonial 
Legislatures to oppress them by local or class laws. 

Proposed by Mr. William Goezaar^ 

Seconded by Mr. K. Leeboer, 

2. That although it be cheerfiilly granted that 
public opinion^ in regard to the natives^ has under* 
gone a very great and remarkable change for thti 
better, and the press of the Colony with scarcely an 
exception, has on various occasions acted nobly and 
liberally on behalf of the coloured people of this 
country, in defending them against oppression, insult, 
and de&mation : That still this Meeting cannot but 
feel the strongest apprehensions, that from the known 
antagonism which exists between the whites and 
blacks, or people of European and African descent, 
and their diversified states and conditions, an African 
Parliament will be detrimental to the interests of Her 
Majesty's aboriginal subjects, more especially if there 
should take place Legislative separation between the 
Western and Eastern Divisions of the Colony by 
which aU chance of getting able, independent, liberal, 
and unprejudiced representatives will be cut off. 

Proposed by Mr. Alie Arendse, 
Seconded by Hendrick Prens, 

3. That this Meeting has seen with inexpressible 
satisfaction the fixing of the franchise for the repre- 
sentative Assembly, or lower House, at £25 value of 
fixed property, by which a proportionate number of 
coloured people will be constituted electors, so as to 
preserve the equipoise of political balance between Her 
Majesty's subjects, a measure which is not only duly 
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appreciated by the coloured people^ but would also be 
in unifion with the known wishes of the British public 
and €k>Temment; but whilst they have seen with 
pleasure the feeling* with which it has been received in 
the western districts^ they have also on the other hand 
witnessed with pain and alarm the opposition which 
has been made to it in certain parts of the frontier^ 
which has only confirmed the fears of the native 
population^ that a South African and especially a 
frontier Parliament separated from the West, will be 
highly injurious to their rights and liberties* 
Proposed by Field-Cornet Lodewyk Peffer, 
Seconded by Pield-Comet Andreas Botha, 

4. That this Meeting desires to thank His Excel- 
lency and ^^the late Legislative Council/' for the 
great boon of £25 franchise, and decides that a letter 
praying to support its confirmation by the Queen ii^ 
Council be addressed to His Excellency the Governor. 

Proposed by Rev. James Read, Jun., 
Seconded by Mr. Kupido Daniel, 

5. That this Meeting desires hereby to thank the 
popular Representatives for their able, disinterested, 
and patriotic conduct in the late Council, and entirely 
approves the course they have pursued, and pray that 
their efforts may be stiU further blessed for the good 
of the country generally. 

Proposed by Mr. Hendrik Vincent, 
Seconded by Mr. Frans Witbooy, 

6. That it ia the opinion of this Meeting that 
communications be addressed to the people residing at 
the Missionary institutions and the town and villages, 
to come forward in support of the following articles in 
the new Constitution : — 
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Art. 1. One general or supreme Administrative 
Grovemment, with a Governor-General for the whole 
Colony. 

Art. 2. A complete Civil and Judicial Establish- 
ment with a Lieutenant-Governor for the Eastern 
Province. 

Art. 8. One Parliament consisting of Upper and 
Lower House for the whole Colony, with a franchise 
of £25 fixed property for the latter. 

(Signed) Andreas Hatta, 

Cbainnan. 



(Copy of Memorial to Sir H. Smith.) 

Philipton, 21st October, 1850. 

To His Excellency Sir H. G. Smith, G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the Undersigned humbly 
sheweth — 

That your Excellency's Memorialists gratefully 
appreciate the protection which has been afforded them 
^ by the imperial Government and Parliament of Great 
Britain for so many years past. 

That they have engaged with mixed feelings of hope 
and fear, in the duties attending the forming of Re- 
presentative Institutions, for whilst on the one hand 
they are glad to see such Institutions conferred on 
Her Majesty's subjects as their peculiar birthright, 
they are not without their forebodings about the 
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working of a South African Parliament. Memorial- 
ists feel like children leaving their father^s house to 
hegin the world for themselves. The suhject. of the 
franchise was to them of deep interest^ and hence their 
satiisfaction in finding that it has heen fixed at £25 
fixed property by the ^^late Legislative Council/^ 
Memorialists have^ however^ seen with concern and 
alarm an opposition on the fi*ontier to this provision^ 
by which many of the coloured people will be consti- 
tuted electors. Memorialists trust their fellow-subjects 
will see the propriety and justice of leaving the fran- 
chise as proposed by Messrs. Porter and Montagu^ as 
from the want of fixed property of high value the 
natives will be altogether excluded from the Upper 
House. 

The leading articles of the Constitution they support 
are the following : — 

1. One general and supreme administrative Govern- 
ment^ with a Governor-General for the whole Colony. 

2. A complete Civil and Judicial Establishment^ 
with a Lieutenant-Governor for the Eastern Province. 

3. One Parliament^ consisting of Upper and Lower 
House for the whole Colony, with a fi*anchise of £25 
fixed property for the latter. 

We have the honour to be, 
&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) Andreas Hatta, 

Ghairmaii of a meeting that was held at Philiptoii 
on the 21st October, and 10 others. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



121 



XXXV. 

W0BCE8TER. 
To P. J. Dentssen, Esq., Hon. Secretary. 

WoToester, 28th October, 1850. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters dated 8rd and 24th instant, with its 
enclosures. 

I am instructed hy the committee appointed hy 
virtue of the enclosed resolutions, to transmit to you 
for the purpose therein mentioned, a copy of the same. 

The ahove committee will he happy to become the 
means of communication between the inhabitants of 
this district and the central committee, as proposed in 
your letter ; and they surest that from their number 
Messrs. P. Gr. Meiring and J. lindenberg, be added to 
the central committee as honorary Members. 

I beg" to transmit per Mr. P. Meiring* the first re- 
mittance of £7. 10^, in aid of the funds for defraying 
the expense to be incurred by the deputation. A 
larg-e sum has been subscribed, but the amount not yet 
received. I beg to request you to pay over the above 
to the Treasurer. 

The petition to her Majesty the Queen will be for- 
warded by his Excellency -the Governor by next post, 
and to the Parliament by Sir A. Stockenstrom, when 
more numerously signed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Lindenberg, 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 
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Minutes of the Proceedings of a Public Meetings 
held at Worcester, on the 12th October, 1860. 
Resolved : 

1st. That this Meeting attaches its entire approba- 
tion to the outlines of a constitutional form of Govern- 
ment now read and framed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, 
Bart., and the other gentlemen who lately resigned 
their seats in the Legislative Council. 

2nd. That this Meeting rejects the report of the 
Board of Commissioners appointed by his Excellency 
the Governor, to frame a constitution for this Colony, 
and published in the Government Gazette of the 3rd 
October, inasmuch as the said Board does not possess 
that public confidence to entitle them to frame a con- 
stitution. 

8rd. That this Meeting especially disapproves of 
the 6th clause of the said Eeport, the 10th and 11th 
articles of the 7th clause, the 2nd article of the 9th 
clause^ and the 11th clause, together with such other 
parts as are inconsistent with the draft constitution 
approved of in the first resolution. 

4th. That this Meeting expresses its full approba- 
tion of the step taken by the four elected Members of 
the late Council in resigning their seats, as conveyed 
by them in an address presented to this community, 
which address they highly approve of, and they repu- 
diate and despise the groundless and iasulting insinu- 
ation of the Secretary to Grovemment, uttered in 
Council, to the efiect that the above Members were 
elected by undue means. 

6th. That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that had 
the Legislative Council undertaken the grave and 
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importaut matters of legislation enumerated in His 
Excellency's minute of the 10th September^ such inteiv 
ference would have led to the virtual re^-establishment 
and continuance of the said Council^ already unequivo- 
cally condemned both by the Government and the 
public^ and by raising a supposition with Earl Grey 
that the colonists have become reconciled to the said 
Council^ might be the cause of further delay in the 
obtainment of representative institutions. 

6th. That a petition to Her Majesty the Queen^ 
embodying the draft of the constitution approved in 
the first resolution^ be drawn up and laid open for sig- 
nature. 

7th. That copies of the resolutions now adopted be 
transmitted to His Excellency the Governor, for the 
purpose of being forwarded, with the Report of the 
Hoard of Commissioners to the Right Hon. the Secre- 
tary of State, also to the gentlemen who fi*amed the 
approved form of a constitution, together with the 
warmest thanks of this Meeting in acknowledgment of 
their highly appreciated laboiu's. 

8th. That a committee be appointed to carry out 
the views of the resolutions now adopted, which com- 
mittee shall also collect subscriptions in aid of the ex- 
penses of deputing Sir A.. Stockenstrom, Bart, and 
John Fairbaim, Esq. to England for the benefit of 
this Colony, and that Messrs. I). Fraenkel, F. L. Lin- 
denberg, P. G. Meiring, J. Naude, J. Lindenberg, and 
"W. Quin be requested to form that committee, with 
Mr. J. Lindenberg for their treasurer and secretary. 
(Signed) D. Fraenkel., 

. Chairman. 
A true copy. 

(Signed) J. Lindenbbkci, 
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Copy of a Resolution adopted at a Meeting of the' 
Board of Commissioners of the Municipality of Wor- 
cester^ held on the 14th day of December^ 1860. 

* That this Board cordially approves and adopts the 
sentiments expressed in the resolutions passed at Public 
Meetings held in this town on the 12th and 18th 
October last, approving of the resignation of Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart, and Messrs. Brand, Fairbaim, and 
Beitz; and concurs in the reasons of dissent addressed 
to the several Municipalities and the Road Boards, by 
the seceding Members of the late Council, fiilly con- 
vinced that no other step could have prevented the 
Legislative Council from again coming into existence, 
and thereby causing the delay of representative insti- 
tutions probably for many years. 



XXXVI. 
PAARL. 

26th Oct. 1850. 

Sir,— Pursuant to previous notice, a public Meeting 
of the resident householders was held this day. 

Is. Jer. de Villiers, Esq. was unanimously called to 
the chair. 

The Chairman having briefly explained the object 
for which this Meeting was called, and read the four 
letters received from the Cape Town Municipality, and 
the resolutions adopted by the Commissioners of the 
Cape Town Municipahty on the 26th September, 1850, 
and' those of the resident householders on the 2nd 
October, 1850, proceeded to read in English and Dutch 
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to thfir Meetings the Constttution framed by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom^ Bart.^ and G. J. Brandy F. W. Beit2y 
John Fairbaim^ and J. H. Wicht, Esquires^ where- 
upon it was 

Ist, Proposed by Mr. H. G. F. Enslin^ 
Seconded by Mr. A. J. du Toit^ and 
unaniniously adopted^ 
That the Constitution for this Colony^ as framed 
by Sir Andries Stockenstrom^ Bart.^ and C. J. Brandy 
F. W. Reitz, John Fairbaim, and J. H. Wicht, 
Esquires^ and now read to the Meetin^^ meets with 
the foil approbation of this Meetings and that a 
petition be drawn up to our gracious Queen^ and both 
Houses of Parliament^ praying* that the said Consti«^ 
tution may be established in this Colony^ and that 
the said Petition be forthwith presented for sig- 
nature. 

2nd. Proposed by Mr. J. C. Kleyn, 

Seconded by Mr. Isaac J. Minnaar^ and 
unanimously adopted^ 
That the nomination of Sir Andries Stockenstrom^ 
Bart^ and John Fairbaim^ Esq. by the Municipality 
of Cape Town, to proceed to England with the said 
Constitution is fully approved of by this Meetings 
and that a subscription list be immediately opened 
to defray the expenses of these gentiemen, and be 
presented for signature by the same persons who 
present the Petition. 

3rd. Proposed by Mr. A. J. du Toit, J. J's Son, 
Seconded by Mr. A. J. Enslin, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That the thanks not only of this Meeting, but also 
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of all the inhabitantB of this Oolony at^ due to Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom^ Bart.^ and C. J. Brandy F. W. 
Beitz^ John Fairbairn^ and J. W. Wicht, Esquires, 
to the four first mentioned, for the advocacy of our 
rights and privileges during the time that they served 
in the Legislative Council, and to all jointly for the 
laborious task undertaken and executed by them, 
namely, to frame a Constitution for this Colony. 
4th. Proposed by Mr. David And. de ViUiers, 
Seconded by Mr. A. Enslin, and 
unanimously adopted. 
That this Meeting fuUy approves of the resignation 
of the four unofficial Members of the Legislative 
Council, the moment they were called upon to proceed 
with the estimates and other matters, for which they 
had not be^i chosen by the people, those gentlemen 
having been chosen by us exclusively to assist in 
framing a Constitution for this Colony. 

6th. Proposed by Mr. Isaak Jacob de Villiers, 
Js. son. 
Seconded by Mr. J. Bogers, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That in the opinion of this Meeting it had become 
impossible after the statement of the Secretary to 
Government, ^^that the official Members of the Legis- 
lative Council were obliged to vote in favour of every 
€h)vernment measure, whatever their own opinion 
might be,'' to place the least confidence in a Consti- 
tution framed by a Board thus constituted, much less 
confidence deserves the Constitution framed by certain 
Commissioners appointed by Sir H. G. W. Smith, 
because not one of these gentlemen, forming that 
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Gommission^ possesses the confidence or expresses the 
opinions of the largest and most respectable portion of 
the Colonists. 

6th. Proposed by Mr. M. de Eock^ 

Seconded by Mr. H. G. F. Enslin, and 
unanimonsly adopted^ 
That this Meeting has read with regret and disgust 
the remarks made by the Secretary to Government 
in the Legislative Council^ regarding the election of 
the fom* unofficial Members who had been chosen by 
a majority of votes throughout the Colony,— with 
regret, because it must have been painful for men of 
80 high a character as those gentlemen, to hear such 
an unfounded assertion from the lips of one of the fir^ 
officers in the Colony, — with disgust, because this 
Meeting is convinced as regards the Paarl district, that 
this remark is incorrect and untrue, inasmuch as it is 
proved by the ticket, which was posted here at a 
public place, before the voting commenced, and now 
produced in this Meeting, that the names of not one 
of them appeared in that ticket, it being as follows : — 



^^VOTE FOR 

J. J. L. Smuts . 
H. E. Rutherfoord 
T. B. Bailey . . 
J, J. Meintjes . . 
W. Fleming . . . 



I for the Cape District. 



for Caledon. 
for GraafF Reinet. 
for Port Elizabeth.'' 
7th. Proposed by Mr. G. L. Steytler, 

Seconded by Mr. A. J. B. du Toit, and 
unanimously adopted. 
That ten gentlemen be elected for the purpose of 
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carrying into effect the latter part of the first aiid 
second resolutions passed by this Meeting*^ and also a 
Committee^ consisting of seven gentlemen^ to commu- 
nicate with the Central Committee in Cape Town^ 
appointed to correspond with the Deputation in Eng- 
land^ which Committee shall chooise two from amongst 
them to act as Honorary Members of the Central 
Committee in Cape Town. 

8th. Proposed by Mr. S. Jordaan^ 

Seconded by Mr. J. N. de Villiers, and 
unanimously adopted^ 

That copies of the resolutions adopted by this Meet* 
ing^ signed by the Chairman^ be transmitted to his 
Excellency the Governor, praying that the same may 
be forwarded by him to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, together with the Report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed by him, and also to the four unoffi- 
cial Members of the late Legislative Council, and J. 
H. Wicht, Esq., and to the Commissioners of the 
Cape Town Municipality, and published in one or more 
of the Colonial newspapers. 

The Meeting then proceeded to elect ten gentlemen 
for the purpose of carrying out the latter part of the 
first and second resolutions, when the following gen- 
tlemen were chosen. 

For Ward No. 1, within the 

Municipality . . . H. G. F. Enslin. 

For Ward No. 2, ditto . A. F. Enslin. 

„ „ 3, ditto . A. J. du Toit. 

„ „ 4, ditto . A. J. F. du Toit. 

For Paardenberg, J, P. Eksteen. 
For Wellington, Gab. Malan. 
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For Klein Drakenstein, M. Vander Spuy. 
For Franschehock, M. A. de Villiers. 
For Groot Drakenstein, J. W. Louw. 
For behind the Paarl^ C. E. Grundelin^, 
And for the Committee to correspond with the Cen- 
tral Committee in Cape Town^ as follows : — 
Messrs. Isaak J, de Villiers^ A. J. son. 
J. R. Zeederberg, M.D. 
G. L. Steytler. 
Isaak J. Minnaar. 
M, A. de Villiers. 
Jac. N. de Villiers, and 
Jacob Francois Minnaar. 
Proposed by Mr. H. G. F. Enslin, 
Seconded by Mr. G. L. Steytler, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct in the 
Chair. 



XXXVII. 
TULBAGH. 

RESOLUTIONS AT A PUBLIC MEETING. 

1. That in the opinion of this Meeting*, the impu- 
tations on the four Members of the Legislative 
Council, who resigned, are unfounded as far as this 
District is concerned, and must therefore have arisen 
from false information, as disgraceful to the person 
who communicated them to the Honourable the Secre- 
tary tp Government, as it was impolitic in him to 
publish them. 

K 
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2. That this Meeting^ is unanimous in its opinion 
that the conduct of the official Members towards the 
unofficials was throughout most offensive and insult- 
ing^ and calculated to injure the best interests of the 
Colony. And this Meeting bind themselves^ should 
another election take place^ to vote for the same Mem- 
bers again^ since their conduct stands approved for 
manliness and integrity. 

3. That the thanks of this Meeting are due to J. 
H. Wicht, Esq. for the aid given to the four unofficial 
Members with his advice and experience in framing 
the sixteen articles of the Constitution. 

4. That Dr. Edward French be requested to transmit 
the above resolutions to the Commisionei*s of the Cape 
Town Municipality, that they may be forwarded to 
the gentlemen therein mentioned. 

5. That the Inhabitants of this district r^et much 
that in consequence of the afflictiqn under which they 
recently suffered (the Locusts) they are not in a con- 
dition to contribute more liberally to the fond for 
covering the expenditure to be incurred by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and Mr. Fairbaim on their 
voyage to England, but for which affliction they would 
have contributed more Kberally. 

6. That the thanks of this Meeting are due to 
Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbairn^ 
Esq., for the trouble and inconvenience they have 
taken on themselves in proceeding to England for the 
good of this Colony. 

A true copy, 

(Signed) Edwabd Fkench. 



Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



181 

XXXVIII. 

SOMERSET, (EAST.) 

To J. Denyssen, Esq. Secretary of the Municipal 
Board, Cape Town. 

Muncipal Office, Somerset, (East). 
October 25th, 1850. 

Sir, — With reference to your several letters 
addressed to the Commissioners of the Municipality of 
Somerset, bearing date respectively the 86th and the 
28th ultimo, and 3rd instant, with the several en- 
closures relative to the retirement from the Legislative 
Council of four of the unofficial Members, and form of 
a Constitution framed by them, &;c. I have now by 
direction of the Board, in reply thereto, to state, that 
in order to ascertain the views and sentiments of the 
inhabitant householders of this Municipality on the 
matters in question, they (the Commissioners) called 
a public meeting, of which meeting holden at Somerset 
yesterday (Thursday the 24th inst.) I am directed to 
transmit to you the minutes for the information of the 
Municipal Board of Cape Town. 

The Chair having been taken by George Edward 
Joseph, Esq., Mr. Charles Cooper, Surgeon, one of the 
Municipal Commissioners, stated the object for which 
the Meeting had been convened^ and the letters from 
the Secretary of the Cape Town Board having been 
read by the Town Clerk : 

Dr. Eadie proposed the first resolution, 

^^ That this Meeting disapproves of the resignation 
of the four unofficial Members of the Legislative 

K 2 
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Council, as being detrimental to the whole interests of 
the Colony, feeling that it was done to embarrass the 
Government f which having been seconded by Mr. 
John Butler, the following amendment was moved by 
Mr. B. Solomon, and seconded by Mr. P. Withers, 

^' That the four Members who have resigned in the 
opinion of this Meeting have acted as men of honour 
in refusing to go into the question of expenditure.*' 

This amendment having been put to the vote and 
negatived, the original resolution was carried by a large 
majority. 

It was then moved by Mr. W. H. Smith, 
Seconded by Mr. William Cawood, and carried 
by a large majority, 
'' That this Meeting will not pledge itself to any 
form for a proposed Constitution, which has not for its 
object the removal of the seat of Government to a 
central position, or the separation of the Provinces/' 
The 8rd resolution was then moved by Mr. 
Beamish, seconded by Mr. Charles Webber, 
and carried by a large majority, 
"That this Meeting thanks the remaining two 
unofficial Members of the Legislative Council, for their 
constitutional and manly defence of the Eastern 
Province, and agrees with their reasons for assenting 
to proceed with the Estimates, and also adopt their 
exceptions to the form of Representative Government, 
suggested by the Report of the Right Honourable 
the Lords of the Council in Committee assembled, and 
subsequently in the Letters Patent transmitted with a 
dispatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State.'' 
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It was then proposed by Mr. B. Solomon^ and 
seconded by Mr. P. Withers, 
4th. ^^That in the opinion of this Meeting", the four 
ex-Members were actuated by conscientious motives in 
resigning" their seats.'' 

Which resolution being put to the vote was negatived 
by a larg-e majority. 

A vote of thanks was then unanimously carried to 
the Chairman, for his able, and very impartial conduct 
in the Chair, and the Meeting broke up. 

It is to be observed that this Meeting was one of 
the largest ever held in this Municipality, and the 
dissentient voices to the g-eneral feehng in accordance 
with the tone of the Resolutions were very few. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. R. Mabillieb, 

Town Clerk. 



To Sir A. Stockenstbom, Bart., and Messrs. John 
Fairbaibn, F. W. Reitz, and Advocate Brand, 
the Address of the undersigned, 

Sheweth, 

That we the undersigned Landed Proprietors and 
Householders of the. District of Somerset and the 
Eastern Frontier of the Colony, approve of all your 
measures as the popularly elected Members of the 
late Legislative Council, and as framers of the Con- 
stitution for the Colony in conjunction with Mr. Wicht, 
as approved and adopted by the Cape Town Munici- 
pality. 

We beg to express our entire satisfaction with the 
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measures thus adopted as well as with the mission of 
Mr.Fairbaim and Sir AndriesStockenstrom to England 
for the purpose of obtaining Her Majesty's approval 
to the Constitution^ and we will support you as far as 
our means will admit to enable you to obtain the object 
in view^ viz. a Oonstitutiou consistent with the wants 
and circumstances of our country. 

We would at the same time here deny that Mr. 
Godlonton^ the Government Member^ ever or in any 
way represented our views in Council. 

That you, Gentlemen, may long live to serve your 
country, and that you may, by Divine help, obtain the 
Constitution in questioti,is the prayer of your, &;c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) W. A. van Aardt, 

and 34 others. 



XXXIX. 

CRADOCK. 
To J. P. Denyssen, Esq. Town Clerk, Cape Town. 

Town House, Cradock, Oct. 1 6th, 1850. 
Sib, — I am directed by the Commissioners for this 
Municipality to acknowledge to you the receipts of 
your letters of the 28th ultimo,, and 3rd instant, with 
enclosures, and to inform you, as soon as our Muni- 
cipal Board is complete, that the draft for the Consti- 
tution for the Colony of the Cf^ of Good Hope, 
prepared by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. 
Brand, P. W. Reitz, John Fairbaim, and J. H. 
Wicht, Esqs. and adopted by the Commissioners for 
the Municipality of Cape Town, shaD have their par- 
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ticukr uttention^ithe present Board of OommissionerB 
cottsideritigf this a siibject;of great importance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F.S.Phillips, 

Town Clerk. 



To J. p. Den^ssen, Esq., Secrrtary to the Munici- 
pality of the City of Cape Town. 

. ' Office of the Board of Pablie Roads for the 
Division of Cradock, 1st November, 1850. 

Sib,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 26th September, with the extract 
accompanying it of the proceedings on the previous 
day of the Board of Commissioners of the Cape Town 
Municipality ; and I am instructed to inform you for 
the information of that body, that, at a full Meeting 
of the Divisional Board, convened expressly on the 
26th ultimo for its consideration, it was unanimously 
resolved — 

1st. That this Board is of opinion that the four 
Members who retired from the late Legislative Council 
would have benefited their country more by retaining 
their seats in the Legislative Council than by resigning. 

2nd. That this Board.' is further of opinion that no 
good can possibly result from deputing Sir A. Stocken- 
strom and Johji Fairbaim, Esq. to take to England 
the draft of a Constitution framed by a Committee of 
the Cape Town Municipality in opposition to that 
framed by the Commissioners appointed by His Excel- 
lency the Governor, which latter appears to this Board 
to be most liberal ; and that as it differs in no material 
point from that framed by the aforesaid Committee, 
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and that there heing*^ in fiact, nothing left to cavil at 
or contend against^ it is much to be feared that the 
Home Government will attribute the opposition shewn 
to any thing but a patriotic or loyal feeling, hence that 
it is eminently calculated to retard instead of promoting 
the desired object. 

drd. That, for the above reasons, the Board begs 
leave to decline any participation in the measure pro- 
posed by the Cape Town Municipality, as set forth in 
a letter of the 26th September last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) John Walker, 

Secretary. 



XL. 

ZWAGEES HOEK.-(SOMEESET, EAST.) 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., the Hon. C. J. 
Brand, F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbairn. 

Stockdale, Zwagers Hoek, 
26th October, 1850. 

Honourable Sirs, — As Chairman of a Meeting 
of Ratepayers, held this day in Zwagers Hoek, I have 
the honour to forward to you the enclosed address, which 
was voted without any division or a single dissentient 
voice, and to request that the Municipal Commissioners 
of Cape Town will oblige us with some blank lists, 
such as have already been forwarded to other con- 
stituencies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. Hutton, 

Chairman of Meeting of Ratepayers. 
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To Sir Andries Stockenstrom^ Bart.^and C. Brand, 
F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbairn, Esqrs, 

Gentlemen,— We the undersized, Inhabitants of 
the Field-Cometcy of Zwagers Hoek Division of 
Somerset, having* had under our attention your address 
of the 21st of September, take the liberty to proffer you 
this expression of our unfeignied gratitude, that you 
recently resigned your seats in the Coimcil, because 
the majority in that body, in opposition to the g-eneral 
desire of the public, decided upon the consideration of 
other business than the formation of the intended Con- 
stitution of the country ; which other business, in the 
humble opinion of the undersigned, should have been 
left for the decision of the ftiture Colonial Parliament, 
duly representing* the landed and other interests of the 
Colony, as the only body holding* proper authority for 
the purpose, and whose decision, in these matters, the 
Council would have anticipated. 

Further, having given our attention to the form of a 
Constitution, as framed by yourselves, with the assist- 
ance of Mr. J. H. Wicht, we have wholly approved of 
the same, and to the end, that this Constitution may be 
obtained from her Majesty the Queen, we do request 
you to add our names as signed below, to the Memorial 
sent to her most gracious Majesty by the Cape Town 
MunicipaUty— the said Memorial comprehending all 
the particulars of the said draft. 

Further, we respectftilly request that Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbairn, Esq,, will 
be pleased to proceed to England as our representa- 
tives, to submit our interests to her Majesty, and we 
do declare ourselves willing to bear our share of 
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the expense of their voyag'e^ each according to his 
ability. 

(Signed) P. E. Kbuoeb^ 

And 40 others. 



XLI. 
UITENHAGE, 

To the Secretary of the Cape Town Municipalit}'-. 
Uitenhage Town, 9th November, 1850. 

SiR^ — In acknowledgment of your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, I am directed by the Commissioners of the 
Uitenhage Municipahty, to acquaint you that they 
have duly considered its import and suggestion, they 
are prepared to carry out the general purport of your 
letter so far as the consistency of their views will 
admit of, influenced however by the impression that 
under ^^ the trying circumstances of the time/' it is 
the best course they can pursue towards obtaining 
some near approach to their own, and to the wishes of 
their constituents. 

Messrs. Gibson, Hull, Rutherfoord, Lear and Reus, 
have kindly undertaken to form a Committee of Cor- 
respondence for the object specified in your letter. 

With regard to the amoimt of subscription that may 
be collected, they are at present unable to form any 
correct idea, and they fear they cannot hold out any 
hope of its being large, but the list is in course of cir- 
culation, and the success of their appeal will be made 
known to you in a few days. 

In reference to the Constitution drawn up by your 
Committee, I am further to state that the people of 
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Uitenhag^e, though they were otherwise consentmg^ 
cannot ftdly concur m any measure of that nature 
which fails to provide for central Government or 
Federation. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. W. H. de la Habpe, 

Town Clerk. 



XLII. 

BEAUFORT (WEST). 

To Sib A. Stockenstbom, Bart., and John Faib- 
BAiBN, C. J. Bband, and F. W. Reitz, Esqrs. 

Beaufort (West), 29th October, 1850. 
Gentlemen, — ^We, the undersigned landowners and 
others of the town of Beaufort and its vicinity, beg to 
convey, through the medium of this address, our entire 
approval of your spirited and independent conduct 
in resigning your seats in the Legislative Council, and 
likewise our full concurrence in the principles laid down 
in the " Brcasons of Dissent,'^ published for the infor- 
mation of your constituents. We also agree that our 
sincere thanks are due to yourselves and J. H. Wicht, 
Esq., for the care, talent and attention displayed in 
preparing the different articles contained in the 
'' Draft Constitution,'^ a copy of which has been kindly 
forwarded to this Municipality, and can only express 
our hopes that your noble and disinterested efforts 
to secure for the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
a free, liberal and just representative Government, 
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may be at an early period crowned with complete 
success. 

We have^ &;c., 
(Signed) 



William Thwaits 
J. D. E. Grimbeek 

C. Pritchard 
Thomas Watson 
H. Rose 

Thos. Tennant, J.P. 
H. W. Simpson 
Robert Lawson 

D. McDermid 
W. Fraser 
Theodore Kiezer 
N. Meeser 

J. R. Hohne 
C. Devenish, D. Son 
J. T. Wernich 
S. T. Weeby 
R. B. Randle 
H. Lasur 
Henry Hick 
J. R. Chappison 
O. C. Weeler 
J. G. Heineman 
M. G. de Jager 
H. J. de Jager 
J. de Jager 
W. Warba 



A. McDermid 
C. W. Raath 
J. Christie 

M. Weiler 
M. de Jager 
T. de Jager 
H. Hermans 
P. W. duPlessis 
A. Grimbeek 
F. A. Kuiler 
T. D. Villiers 
J. P. L. deViUiers 
J. £[. de Beer 
J. S. N. de ViUiers 
A. F. Bossman 

F. Bossman 
A. F. Heyns 
T. T. Heyns 
C. J. de Villiers 
L. F. Clenwerk 
John Thompson 
James Branding 

G. T. BaOey 

J. W. Stumpfer 
M. A. Stumpfer 



/ Commissioners of the 
/* Municipality of 
1 Beaufort. 

C. Devenish, J. S. 
G. Devenish 

G. W, Londt 
R. H. Mocke 
P. F. Meyer 
Abraham J. Weells 
J. Harris 

D. Ji du Plesses 
P. M. Osthuysen 
A. Gentle 

G. Wolhuter 
H. Townsend 
G. J. A. Grimbeek 
D. Rossoux 
R. S. Grimbeek 
C. J. Adrianzen 
M. Letter 
C. G. Smith 
G. F. de VaUers 
G. J. Roux^ jun. 
P. H. Roux 



XLIII. 

SWELLENDAM. 

Pursuant to a notice, a Public Meeting* took place 
at Swellendam, on Saturday the 9th instant j but 
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owing to the extreme inclemency of the weather, a 
number of the country people were prevented from 
attending". Several of the Field Comets and others 
from the neighbourhood were present, who, with the 
residents of the village, formed a respectable attend-s 
ance. Mr. Alexander Reid having been unanimously 
called to the chair, explained the object of the Meeting j 
when Mr. Moodie moved an adjournment, on the 
grounds that the swollen state of the rivers had pre- 
vented a better attendance. This, however, was 
overruled. When Mr. Moodie handed to the Chairman 
a paper containing a proposal, negativing both the 
Government and popular forms of Constitution, and 
substituting a plan for electing for each district two 
Members to be added to the present Council. Dr. 
White here stated, ^^ That little more than two years 
ago, a Public Meeting took place in Swellendam, for 
the purpose of petitioning the Home Government for 
a Representative Government, proposing the very 
thing which Mr. Moodie now proposed ; that Mr. 
Moodie was then most strenuous in opposing the plan ; 
and now that so liberal a Constitution was offered to 
us, Mr. Moodie wished us to fall back to that which 
he so forcibly opposed.^' The Meeting, however, ap- 
peared so unwilling to admit of such a retrograding 
step, that Mr. Moodie withdrew his paper. 

Mr. H. P. Steyn then moved, *^ That. this Meeting 
adheres to the resolution passed at a former Meeting, 
held in this village, approving of the resignation of the 
four unofficial Members.'' Which motion, being 
seconded by Mr. D. Teubes, Mr. M. Blake moved as 
an amendment, seconded b}^ Mr. Scrutton, " That this 
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Meeting should refrain from any resolutions, except 
those relating immediately to the two forms of Con- 
stitution/' 

It was argfued hy several persons that the conduct 
of the four ex-Members was so closely allied to the 
subject, that the opinion of the Meeting on the same 
was perfectly relevant. 

Mr. Blake's amendment being put, was lost ; and 
Mr. Steyn's motion carried by acclamation. 

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Moodie and 
his three friends left the room, much to the amusement 
of the Meeting. 

Mr. Barry then addressed the Meeting to the fol- 
ing effect: — 

^^ I £ully concur in the last resolution, as first being 
in accordance with our last Meeting ; and consistency 
ought always to be preserved in politics as well as in 
other matters : and I am and always shall be under 
the conviction that the four unofficial Members, under 
aU circumstances, could not have acted otherwise than 
retire. But I much regret the abrupt termination of 
their laboiurs in connection with the whole Council, 
as a contrary course would have prevented that 
unhappy disunion which no doubt exists in some 
parts of the Colony. 

^^ When those gentlemen were voted for, I can con- 
scientiously assert, that my feelings were that their 
Legislative duties were to be limited to the formation 
of the fundamental rules and laws for the formation of 
a new Constitution, so generously offered us by our 
gracious Queen ; and I think these were the feelings of 
most of the inhabitants, and certainly of the Members 
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themselves^ and I could not think these g*entlemen 
would have accepted office under any other feeling*. 
Nor can I think^ when His Excellency framed his 
minute^ he had any idea that the popular Members 
would go into the general business of the Council^ as 
he knew what sentiments prevaQed in the public mind 
as to the honesty and utility of the Council in repre- 
senting* our views, securing* our rig*hts, and protecting 
our interests. I may not approve of the way the four 
unofficial Members have acted when they first entered 
in the Council Chamber for business, as I think it was 
their line of duty at once, when His Excellency gtive 
notice of certain Bills, to have stated, how far they 
intended to go, and not enter into controversy about 
who were the public Nominees, as that step would at 
once have shewn the Governor their sentiments ; but 
no doubt they had good reasons for their silence ; or, 
perhaps, the rules of the Council may have prevented 
them from coming forward at that stage of the pro- 
ceedings. 

^^ These few remarks will shew my opinion upon 
that act. I now proceed, feeling my incapacity to do 
justice to the important question for which we are now 
assembled ; for I am not accustomed to public speak- 
ing, nor have I leisure to devote' my mind to politics. 
Therefore, you must pardon my ignorance, and take 
the will for the deed. I propose a Resolution, which 
I think will be approved' of by many, but opposed, 
perhaps, by a few, who may be in the extreme either 
in supporting the four unofficial Members, or altogether 
against them. I must be candid and state, that I do 
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not think the popular plan perfect ; on the contrary^ it 
has many faults : but these must can and will be rectified 
by the talented men in England who, we know from 
former reasonings relative to Colonial questions, are as 
fully competent to frame a Constitution for us as we 
ourselves, constituted as our society is. At all events, 
with all its faults, it is such as we ought to be gratified 
to accept, and when the Parliament is once at work, 
it will soon find out what further is necessary to be 
done. 

^^ I always had an idea that the best form of Govern- 
ment for our Colony would have been fifteen popular 
elected Members, to be added to the present official 
Members of Council. The Government plan is, in 
some instances, better aa to qualification of Members ; 
but on this I think they are also wrong, as it would be 
preferable in every way to fix the qualification on the 
electors for Members of the Council, and not on the 
elected. 

^^ As to the respectability of the electors, or the elected 
for the Members of Assembly, I do not think it of 
so much consequence, as that of securing proper men 
for the Council, as the majority of the Assembly, no 
doubt, would be reasonable men, and the Council would 
not allow the Lower House to go too far. I wish it 
was possible to have amalgamated the two plans, as 
both contain some important clauses, which have been 
disregarded by the other ; however, as we are in duty 
bound to support those gentlemen whom we elected as 
our protectors and representatives, unless they proved 
themselves unworthy of our confidence, by corruption 
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or groBB error m judgment^ and with fiill confidence 
that I shall be supported in my views^ I beg* to submit 
the resolution/' 

Mr. Barry then proposed the second resolution, 
seconded by Mr. J. C. Rothman; — 

^ That this Meeting adopts the Constitution proposed 
by the four unofficial Members, as being on the whole 
the best adapted for the wants^ interests, and protect 
tion of aU classes in the Colony/' Which resolution 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cardinsd then proposed the third resolution, 
seconded by Mr. S. S. Lombard ;— 

^^ That memorials to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
both Houses of Parhament, be drawn up and offered 
for signature embodying the foregoing resdutions.^ 
Carried unanimously^ 

Mr. Cardinal addressed the Meeting, in Dutch, as 
foHows:— 

^ We are not met here to-day as chfldren clamour- 
ing for a plaything, although about two years ago, 
after our first meeting upon the subject, the gentle- 
man who played so prominent a part in the late 
^Government dinner to Mr. Godlonton, compared us to 
« child crying for papa's knife or papa's gun, which he 
was too discreeft to trust us with. No I we are met 
here to-day to take the proper steps for securing that 
boon which has been «o liberally offered us — represen- 
tative self-government. At the hands «f gentlemen 
fully competent for the task, by their talents and local 
•experience, the Cape received such a form of Constitu- 
tion as she deems at the present moment best adapted 
fotus. That they were considered competent, the 

la 
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united voice of the whole Colony proclaimed^ when in* 
vited to elect Members for that purpose by the Govern- 
ment notice of the 6th May last, that notice which, 
with so much appearance of liberality was doomed to 
be the pretext for attempting to revive the almost for- 
gotten farce of the old Legislative Council, wherein 
the official Members of the majority were always folly to 
concur with His Excellency, while the unofficial Mem- 
bers of the minority, could sit like children or school- 
boys, fret, fome, or protest, as they thought best, the 
Government well knowing that the people had merely 
the shadow of liberty. Well might it be said of such 
an institution, ^ It cheats the deluded people with a 
show of liberty which yet they never must taste oV 
But we are now on the eve of better things, and I 
would most earnestly impress upon you the necessity 
of acting with unanimity, and lose no time in signing 
the memorial which will be presented, with as little 
delay as possible, to our gracious Queen, to whom God 
grant many years of health and joy, and free, con- 
tented, and faithful subjects to reign over/' 

Mr. C. L. Herman, in supporting Mr. CardinaFs 
resolution, stated : 

" That he fully concurred with Mr. Cardinal, who had 
now so impressively addressed the Meeting, particu- 
larly in his description of the farce of the old Legisla- 
tive Council, and as much had been said with regard to 
a free Constitution, he (Mr. H.) then explained its na- 
ture, so as to give every one an opportunity of know- 
ing what he was signing in the memorial in question, 
and to communicate this to their friends and neigh- 
bours to disprove the remark which had fallen from 
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Mr. Blake^ that people did not know what they were 
signing"/^ Mr. H. then reminded the Meeting", that 
one of the deputation had abeady departed for England 
with memorials of the same nature as the one now 
proposed for signature, and that Sir A. Stockenstrom 
would follow in January or February next, and he 
(Mr. H.) therefore urged upon the Meeting to come 
forward willingly and freely to attach their signatures 
to the memorial. The mention of Sir A. Stocken- 
fltrom's name reminded Mr. H. that a report was in 
circulation that he would pass through Swellendam, 
and suggested the idea whether this would not be a 
favourable opportunity for paying that attention to our 
representatives Sir A. Stockenstrom and Mr. Beitz, 
particularly as every one was aware that the domestic 
affliction in Mr. Reitz's family, so shortly after his 
return home, prevented the inhabitants of this district 
from expressing their sentiments of approval by any 
^ther mode than the address presented to him. 

The fourth Resolution was proposed by Mr. Falek, 
and seconded by Mr. Reinecke. 

^^ That subscriptions be received to defray the ex- 
pense of sending Sir A. Stockenstrom and Mr. J. Fair- 
bairn to England, to explain the wishes of their con- 
^tituents.^' 

Carried unanimously. 

Fifth Resolution proposed by Mr. Tenbes, and ^e- 
jcoiided by Mr. D. Kerr. 

^^ That the following gentlemen form a Committee 
to carry these resolutions into effect, Messrs Barry^ 
Herman, Cardinal, Falck, White, and H. P. Ste3^n.*' 
Carried unanimously. 

L 2 
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Sixth Resolution was proposed by Mr. G. F. Van 
Zyl, Field Cornet, and seconded by Mr. J. Brink. 

^^ That this Meeting* disclaims any participation in 
the undi^ified attempt to create in Swellendam, a 
public demonstration of approval of the conduct of Mr. 
Godlonton, as also in the address presented to him by 
a few individuals principally connected with the public 
service/' 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cardinal supported this resolution, disclaiming* 
any personal allusion, but distinctly stating* that the 
gentlemen who dined upon that occasion with Mr. 
Oodlonton did not represent any portion of the public 
opinion of this place. Mr. Blake then said, ^^a small 
portion.^' To which Mr. Cardinal responded, ^^ a very 
small portion indeed.^ 

The Meeting" wafi addressed at different stag-es of the 
proceeding's, by Messrs. Herman, Barry, White, Car- 
dinal, Blake, Moodie, Scrutton, and others ; but for 
the want of any notes whatever, it is found impossible 
to give any thing* more than an outline of the proceed- 
ings, which is here vouched to be candid and true. 

It may, however, be remarked, in stating that the 
resolutions were carried unanimously, that from Mr. 
Blake's general observations, it is supposed that he 
was opposed to them, and that he was particularly 
unfortunate in some uncalled-for allusions to the 
Dutch, or anti-English influence, which called forth a 
most able disclaimer on the part of Mr. Herman. 
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XLIV- 

Graaff-Reinet, 6th December, 1850. 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., &c. &c. 

Sib,— We, the undersigned. Inhabitants of GraafF- 
Reinet, take the opportunity of your presence amongst 
us, to repeat to you personally what we have already 
heretofore expressed at Public Meetings held in this 
town, that we approve of the line of conduct pursued 
by yourself and Messrs. Brand, Fairbairn, and Keitz 
in the Legislative Council, and of the resignation by 
yourself and those gentlemen of your seats at the 
Council Board, when, instead of being allowed to con- 
fine your labours only to the framing of a Constitution 
for the better Government of this Colony,— for which 
object solely you were elected by your constituents, it 
was attempted to compel you also to euter upon other 
business, which ought to be reserved for the considera- 
tion of the future Colonial Parliament, 

We again thank you for having since undertaken, 
with the other gentlemen appointed for that purpose, 
to frame a draft of a Constitution for the Colony, and 
we approve of that as being founded on just, equitable, 
and liberal principles. 

Some difference of opinion exists with regard to the 
property qualification of Electors and Members of the 
Parliament, but those of us who would deem ourselves 
justified in wishing to see a higher qualification 
established than that which was originally proposed 
by the officers and representatives of Government, and 
which you have adopted, are content to waive our 
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objections on that head^ rather than lay our motives^ 
for objecting" open to misconstruction, as if we desired 
to oppress the poorer, though otherwise respectable^ 
honest, and industrious classes of our fellow-citizens. 
We beg* to express to you our thanks for having* con- 
sented to proceed to Eng'land, in order there, jointly 
with Mr. Fairbaim, to vindicate the rig'hts and 
interests of the Colony, before our beloved Sovereign 
and the British Parliament and people. Whatever 
the result of that mission may be, the lasting* gratitude 
is due to you for yom* noble exertions in its cause j 
but we entertain no fear for the result of your mission, 
being* confident that the immutable principles of truth 
and justice must prevail. 

We wish you all prosperity and happiness, and that 
yoir may return in re-established health to your 
esteemed family, whom and yourself we pray God 
protect and bless.^ 



B. A. Mentjes 
Dr. Kretzschamni 
J. A. Barger 
B. J. Burger 
H. L. Jansen 
L. J. Nande 
S. R. Jansen 
C Yon Bratt 
J. H. Cloete 
J. S. Minnaar 
P. J. Steenberg 
P. J. Relief 
J. C. Ackerman 
D. C. Schultz 
F. A. Janzen 



(Signed) 
J. C. Staal 
G. A. Watermeyer 
J. J. Morgendaal 
G. S. Mare 
S. J. Swanepoel 
J. M. Eirken 
J. J. Wilke 
A. A. Smit 
R. A. Janzen 
J. A. HaarhofF 
Peter Bergeest 
P. A, V. d. Merwe 
J. F. Ziervogel, J. P. 
J. J. Mientjes, J.P. 
C. H. Grisbrook, J.P. 



H. H. Benjamin 
Wm. J. Dixon, J. P. 

B. J. Wilke 
M. J. Fourie 
F. Te. Water 
W. G. Letter 
J. Haarboff 

C. G. de ViUiCTff 
E. J. J. Wilkin 
J. A. Enslin 

D. A. G. Brummer 
J. de Villiers 

A. C. Enslin 
J. F. Olivier 
F. J.Weitsz: 
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J. J. Parsons 
C. C. Mulder 
J. D. Man 
C. M. Zinn 
S. Chaplin 
J. P. Mientjes 
P. A. Oliver 
E. J. Janzen 
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J. C. Weitsz J. Laubsdier 

OiFehrszen,M.D.,J.P. D. S. v. d. Merwe 



J. Naude 

J. L. Leeb, J. P. 

H. A. Mientjes 

W. J. Basson 

J. J. Schindehutte 

C. B. £nslin 



N. J. J. V. d. Merwe J. C. Weitz, Sr. 



Zirk Jauzen 



H. Oelrich 

John Heugh, J.P. 

J. H. van Niekerk 

H. L. Momberg 

A. Tan Lingen 

F. J. Ochse 

J. C. Morgendaal 



J. J. Naude 



And several others. 



Graaff Reinet, Dec. 6, 1850. 

GrENTLEMEN,— In replying- to the address which you 
have done me the honour to present to me this day, 
I have to thank you, especially for the opportunity 
which you afforded me of verbally laying- before you 
at great leng-th, and in detail, not only my own views, 
but those of my late colleagues, Messrs. Brand, Fair- 
bairn, and Beitz, on the several points referred to in 
your said address, and the matters therewith connected. 
I have to thank you for the patience with which I was 
heard, and the courtesy with which my comments, 
warnings, and admonitions were received ; but above 
all I have to thank the district and town of Graaff- 
Beinet for the more than ustuil kindness and enthusiasm 
with which I have on this occasion been treated. By 
thus listening- to me, you enable me here to be very 
brief. 

The many men of intellig-ence and public spirit who 
heard me, will, perhaps, bring- before the public every 
word of what I said that is worth recording-, and I 
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Iiave no desire to shrink from a syllable^ however 
strongs which the actual state of affairs drew from me. 
I have been more particularly explicit^ Gentlemen, 
because the relation between the District of Graaff- 
Reinet and myself is of a peculiar character. The 
Attorney-General in Council alluded to me as the ^^ Old 
Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet.'' With his usual sincerity 
he meant this as a compliment, and I took it as such. 
I have been now for forty years more or less connected 
with the public affairs of this Colony^ and there is not 
one of the positions in which I have been placed during 
that long" period, of which I am more proud than that 
of Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet. 

Most of my contemporaries were your fathers, who 
have gone to their final account, where I shall soon 
maet them. It was only by hereditary partiality that 
you were in the late political emergency the first to 
call me into^ oflSieial existence 5 and when I called 
myself a ^^ Member for the whole Colony,^' I might 
consider myself pecuKarly ^ the Member for Graaff- 
Reinet.'^ To you, therefore^ I consider myself more 
especially responsible for my proceedings as Member 
of the late Legislative Council. 

I have this day given you the most ample expISana- 
tions, and you have confirmed your earlier resolution* 
of approval in favour of the ^^ Four Members.^' 

In the name of these four, I beg to assure you that 
they are proud of that approval, because they know 
that you, like themselves, can have no aim except the 
happiness of the people of this country. You are fully 
aware of the circumstances which gave birth to the 
Draft Constitution mentioned in the second paragraph 
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of your address. I have laid before you my views on 
the points of diiFerenee with reference to the property 
qualification of ^^ Electors and Members of Parlia- 
ment/' as proposed in said draft. 

Your motives for waiving your said difTerences shew 
your sincerity in desiring good and honest Grovemment 
for the Colony. 

The Twenty-five pounds franchise is o^ojfficial origin : 
it is therefore entitled to official support; and any 
official attempts to divide the community on that 
pointy can only indicate a dishonest stratagem to retard 
or jfirustrate Representative Institutions altogether. 

Your four late representatives were glad to substitute 
the said franchise for their own of Fifty pounds, because 
' upon ample deliberation they felt convinced that, as I 
trust I succeeded in demonstrating to you, both the 
upper and lower classes, but more particularly the lower 
classeSy will be benefited thereby. A high fixed pro- 
perty qualification for Members of the Upper Chamber 
your said Representatives protested against, because 
they desired to see your brains and your hearts as well 
as your pockets, and not your pockets exclusively, 
represented in the Parliament that is to be, and because 
they consider a mimic Oligarchy as peculiarly unsuited^ 
dangerous, and corrupting to a society of which the 
Burgher Class had been the main stay for two 
centuries. 

The circumstances which have led to my intended 
visit to the mother country you know. I go because 
the Colony sends me, not because I believe myself 
peculiarly fit to be sent. On my zeal and determina- 
tion you know you may rely, but my abilities you 
are putting to a severe test. 
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Of the success of your efforts you need not doubt, 
provided you act with unanimity and firmness. 

You ask for nothing* more than what the British 
nation and Government have declared you entitled to. 
You do not ask for independence from the British 
Crown. As men you would die for Victoria as one of 
the most virtuous and benevolent of women. As 
patriots you would bleed in defence of the Queen, 
because you know that under the shadow of her throne 
only can your country prosper! You ask only for 
what the Queen herself says you must have — freedom, 
from despotism and anarchy ; and who shall dare to 
refuse? You say everything* when you say that 
^^the immutable principles of truth and justice must 
prevail.^' 

For the kind wishes towards my family and myself, 
which close your address, I feel deepJy grateful. I know 
them to be as sincere as my prayers are, that Graaff- 
Reinet may always be loyal and happy. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and humble servant^ 

(Signed) A. Stockenstrom. 



XLV. 

Breda's Dorp, 4th December, 1850. 
To the Chairman of the Municipality of the City of 
Cape Town. 

Sir, — I have the honour of transmitting to you s 
Report of the proceedings of, and the Resolutions 
adopted at a Public Meeting- of the inhabitants of this 
parish and that of Napier, held here on Saturday the 
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30th November ; and am requested, by the g*entlemeir 
appointed to carry out the object of this Meeting, to- 
beg" you will give publicity to the same, through the 
medium of the Cape Town press. 

The list referred to in the 4th resolution has been 
readily subscribed to, and shall be forwarded to your 
care at an early date) together with the funds sub- 
scribed in aid of the expenses attending the deputation 
to England, amounting at present to £15. 6^ ; being 
detained here for the purpose of affording a further 
opportunity to parties wishing to subscribe. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. Pratt. 



PUBLIC MEETING AT BREDA'S DORP. 

A Meeting of Landholders and Ratepayers, residing 
in the Parishes of Breda's Dorp and Napier, was held 
at Breda's Dorp, on Saturday, 30th November, I860. 

M. J. Van Bbeda, Esq. having been called to the 
Chair, and having alluded briefly to the object of the 
Meeting, the following documents were read, viz. : — 

First. — The Act of Protest delivered by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., in the Council, on the 20th Sep- 
tember, 1850, and adopted by the other popularly 
elected Members, namely, C. J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, 
and J. Fairbaim, Esquires, 

Second. —The letter addressed by those gentlemen, 
on the 21st September, 1850, to the respective Road 
Boards, Municipalities, and Ratepayers, throug'hout 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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Third. — Draft of a Constitution for this Colony^ 
framed by the aforesaid gentlemen^ conjointly with 
J. H. Wicht, Esq., at the request of the Municipality 
of the City of Cape Town. 

All which documents having* received due considera- 
tion, the following Resolutions were proposed, viz. : — 

First. Proposed by Mr. W. Helin, seconded by 
Mr. J. Matthee, and carried unanimously, 

" That this Meeting do approve of the reasons ad- 
duced by Sir Andrie Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs.. 
C. J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbaim, in their 
letter, dated 21st September, 1860, for resigning their 
seats in the Legislative Council^ this Meeting being 
of opinion, that those gentlemen were delegated by 
their constituents for the sole purpose of assisting in 
framing a Constitution for this Colony; and that^ 
therefore, they are entitled to the gratitude pf the 
Colonists in general for the manly and noble manner 
in which they have advocated the cause of the Colony.'' 

Second. — Proposed by Mr. A. van der Byl, seconded 
by Mr. J. J. de Villiers, and carried unanimously, 

^^ That this Meeting do fully approve of the Draft 
of a Constitution for this Colony, as framed by Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs. C. J. Brand, F. W- 
Reitz, John Fairbaim, and J. H. Wicht, which has 
been now read ; at the same time offering most sincere 
thanks to those gentlemen for the readiness and zeal 
displayed by them in the fulfilment of this important 
task.'' 

Third.— Proposed by Mr. H. W. van Breda., seconded ' 
by Mr. P. J. du Toit, and carried unanimously, 

" That this Meeting fully approves of Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, Esq., being* 
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deputed to England with the aforesaid Draft of a Oon- 
etitution for this Colony^ for the purpose of having* the 
same confirmed by our most gracious Queen and the 
British Parliament ; and that in the mean time a Sub- 
scription List be opened in this village in aid of the 
necessary expenses.'^ 

Fourth.— Proposed by Mr. H. A. Eksteen, seconded 
by Mr. J. N. Swart^ and carried unanimously, 

'^ That this Meeting* fully approves of the Petition of 
the Mimicipalities of the City of Cape Town and 
Oreen Point to our beloved Queen, imploring Her 
Majesty to confirm the Constitution embodied in the 
eaid Petitibn ; and that the Chairman of the Munici- 
pality of the City of Cape Town be requested to annex 
to the said Petition a list to be transmitted to him, 
containing' the signatures of Landowners and Rate- 
payers residing in the piarishes of Breda's Dorp and 
Napier.^' 

Fifth.— Proposed by Mr. F. B. Pratt, seconded by 
Mr. John Hoffinan, and carried unanimously, 

'' That a copy of the Resolutions adopted by this 
Meeting be transmitted to the Chairman of the Muni- 
cipality of the City of Cape Town.'^ 

Sixth. — Proposed by Mr. A. J. Swart, seconded by 
Mr. J. C. Uys, and carried unanimously, 

" That a Committee, consisting of four gentlemen, be 
appointed to give effect to the several Resolutions, and 
i;arry out the object of this Meeting.^' 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were nominated, 
namely, Messrs. M. J. van Breda, Alexander van der 
Byl, P. Meyburgh, and W. Helin; whilst Mr. F. B. 
Pratt kindly undertook to act as Secretary. 
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Seventh.— Proposed by Mr. P. Meyburgh, seconded 
by Mr. P. Swart, 

'' That the thanks of this Meeting are due to M. J. 
van Breda, Esq., for his proper and impartial conduct 
in the Chair.'' 



XLVI. 

GRAHAM'S TOWN.— GOVERNMENT 
NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
18th October, 1850. 

His Excellency the Governor has directed the pub- 
lication of the following Letter from Mr. W. Smithy of 
Graham's Town^ with the accompan}Tng Address^ and 
the Reply thereto, for the information of the Public. 

By command of His Excellency the Governor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Government. 



Graham's Town, 12th October, 1850. 

His Excellency Sir H. G. W. Smith, G.C.B., Gover- 
nor of the Cape of Good Hope, &c. &c. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward to your Excel- 
lency a Memorial from the Inhabitants of Graham's 
Town, convened in Public Meeting*, held on the 7th 
instant, (and being* one of the largest assemblies^ ever 
held in that place), and signed by me as Chairman of 
that Meeting. 

With the most cordial sympathy for your Excel- 
lency, under the present trying state of affairs and, 
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confidence in your Excellency's intense interest in the 
true welfare of the Colony^ 

I have the honour to be^ Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient and 
most humble Servant, 

W. Smith. 



To His Excellency Sir H. G. Smith, Bart., Gover- 
nor and Commander-in-Chief of the Cape of Good 
Hope, &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the Merchants, Traders, and other 
Inhabitants of Graham's Town, in meeting* assembled : 
Sheweth, 

That Memorialists deplore with the most unfeigned 
regret the dismemberment of the Legislative Council, 
by the resignation of four of the unofficial Members 
belonging to that body, by which the several legisla- 
tive measures for the internal improvement of the 
Cokny, as proposed by your Excellency in the Go- 
Yemment Minute of the 10th September, have been 
interrupted j and which measures. Memorialists firmly 
believe, would have tended to the early introduction of 
[Representative Institutions, the prosecution of Harbour 
Improvements and Public Works generally, and added 
several wholesome laws to the existing code for the 
better protection of a portion of the varied interests of 
both Provinces as shewn by the Draft Ordinances for 
consolidating the Laws relating to the Courts of Resi- 
dent Magistrates within the Colony; for amending 
the Law relating* to the apprehension of Criminals and 
the prosecution of Crimes j for improving the Public 
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Prisons of the Colony ;— the fiirther consideration of 
which important matters must therefore necessarily for 
the present he abandoned. 

That Memorialists cannot but consider the suspen- 
sion of all business in Council as a great public mis- 
fortune, aud that the establishment of a Parliament 
for the better government of the Colony, or a modified 
form of government for the Eastern Province, is 
thereby postponed to an uncertain and indefinite 
period. That all past experience, as in the case with 
the Australian Colonies Bill, which Memorialists 
believe has not yet passed the present session of the 
Imperial Parliament, tends to the impression that a 
Representative Constitution will not be promulgated 
ih this Colony for the next two years, or eighteen 
months at least. That Memorialists view with the 
deepest apprehensions and alarm the cessation of nil 
legislative fiinctions for so long a period, and earnestly 
pray that your Excellency will be pleased to order 
the several vacancies in the Legislative Council - to be 
filled up, by allowing the Colonists to elect four other 
gentlemen to supjdy the places of those who have 
retired, that the public business of the country may be 
a,t once resumed. 

That Memorialists are fiilly sensible of the diflicul- 
ties with which your Excellency is beset, and beg to 
tender their wannest sympathy in the very painful 
and trying situation in which recent events have placed 
you, deeply afflicting as they must be to your Excel- 
lency, both mentally and physically. 

That Memorialists respectfully make the above sug- 
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gestion to re-org*anize the Council, not only firom tHe 
deep interest which they take in the country's welfare, 
l>ut also to strengthen the hands of your Excellency's 
administration, which, as loyal and devoted subjects of 
her most gracious Majesty the Queen, Memorialists 
consider that all measures leading* to the prosperity of 
the country, and the advancement of the g^eneral good, 
it will be their bounden duty firmly to maintain and 
strenuously to uphold. 

And Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Wm. Smith, 

Chainnan. 
Graham's Town, October 7, 1850 



Colonial Office, 1 7th October, 1850. 
W. Smith, Esq., Graham's Town, 

Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 12th instant, together with an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor, which 
arrived here last night after His Excellency's de- 
parture for the frontier. 

Hearing that the Governor was detained by un- 
favourable weather at Simon's Bay, I lost no time in 
forwarding to him your Letter and Address, and have 
just received his directions thereon. 

His Excellency joins you in regTetting the interrup- 
tion of legislative business w^hich has occurred, in 
consequence of the unexpected resignation of four of 
the unofficial Members of Council, and cannot doubt 

M 
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that the Colony will suffer much injury from that 
unlooked-for event. 

With regard, however, to your proposal that the 
four vacancies should he filled up hy a second popular 
election, — His Excellency re^ts that recent expe- 
rience does not in any degree encourage him to adopt 
that suggestion. He trusts, however, that the 
measures which he has taken will have the effect of 
establishing, at an earlier period than you contemplate, 
a Representative Constitution, which wiH command 
the confidence of the Colony generally ; and though^ 
the delay cannot but be attended with mischief, he 
fears that all legislation must be deferred to that 
period. 

I am to request that you will communicate this 
reply, together with His Excellency's thanks for the 
expression of their sympathy, to the gentlemen who 
joined in the Meeting over which you presided. 

I have, &c. &c., 
(Signed) John Montagu. 



XLVII. 
PARLIAMENTARY QUALIFICATION. 

To His Excellency Sir H. G. W. Smith, K.H.,K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The Memorial of the undersigned, inhahitants of 
Graham^s Town, and other residents of Albany, — 
Most respectfully sheweth, 
That the Letters Patent granting Representative 
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Institutions to this Colony^ having left the question 
of ehotoral qualification open to the discretion of 
the Legislative Council, which heing unfortunately 
dissolved without having arrived at such conclusions 
on this subject as, in our opinion, the protection 
of property and general welfare of the CJolony 
appear to demand^ we humbly beg that your 
Excellency will be pleased to attach this Memorial 
to the Draft Constitution about to be forwarded to 
the Home Government, as expressive of our views, that 
a low and indiscriminate franchise, unless in some 
d^ee countervailed, cannot but be productive of most 
pernicious effects. The large numbers of the coloured 
classes by whom we are surroimded, whose simplicity 
is easily wrought upon, renders it imperative that some 
effectual barrier be imposed against anything approach^^ 
ing to. unrestricted sufl5*age. 

With a view, however, of extending the electoral 
privilege to as large ti portion, of the community as 
is consonant with public safety, we respectftdly suggest 
'that the qualifications, both for Members and Electors 
of the Lower Chamber, or House of Assembly, do 
remain at the scale fixed by the Hon. the Board of Com* 
missioners, appointed by your Excellency on the 26th 
Oct. last, and further, to qualify all persons possessing 
an income of £40 per annum, to vote for Members of 
the Legislative Assembly. But, in order to impose a 
check upon the hasty legislation of that Chamber— to 
rear a bulwark against popular indiscretion, and to 
afford a safeguard to property, and establish a counter- 
poise to the too free enactments of a class who possess 
no permanent stake nor interest in the Colony, we 
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humbly entreat that your Excellency will represent to 
Her Majesty's Government, the absolute necessity of 
a! higher grade of qualification for the Legislative 
Council or Upper House, which we consider (and our 
opinion is based upon a thorough knowledge of what 
the Colony can safely warrant) ought to be, at least, 
the possession of fixed property to the value of Two 
Thousand pounds (£2000) unencumbered, or double that 
amount (£4000) of moveable property, clear of draw- 
backs, for a Member of the Upper Chamber, and the 
possession of £600 worth of fixed property, or a clear 
income of £70 a-year, should be the qualification for a 
voter to that Chamber, This we consider would bring 
the educational test into conjunction with that of 
property. Few persons of intelligence receive a smaller 
income than this amount (£70). 

A class of Members will thus be secured, who will 
legislate more for their country's good than for the 
honour of re-election, and who being possessed of a 
pertain independence of position, will not easily be led 
to barter popular applause for public advantage. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, &c. 

Dated, November, 1850, 
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XLVIII. 

CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

To His Excellency Lieut.-General Sir H. G. W. 
Smith^ Bart.^ K.G.C.B.^ &c. &c. &c.^ Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope^ &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the undersigned, landowners, occu- 
piers, and others residing in the northern part of the 
District of Uitenhage and its neighbourhod, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That the warmest approbation is due to your Excel- 
lency for your conduct during* the sitting* of the late 
Legislative Council, and while they would wish to offer 
you their unqualified approval and most cordial support 
for the manner in which you endeavoured to carry on 
the public business, they cannot but deeply regret that 
the .welfare of the Colony should have been sacrificed 
to an ambitious and party spirits 

Your Memorialists cannot too highly express to your 
Excellency the gratitude they owe to yourself and the 
Members who retained their seats, for the faithful dis- 
charge of public duty, as evinced throughout the whole 
proceedings of the late Council, and for taking such a 
noble stand on behalf of free and enlightened, but 
safe institutions^ 

Your Memorialists desire also to inform your Ex- 
cellency that they are decidedly opposed to that form 
of Constitution framed by the four seceding Members, 
as being only suited to the purposes of a party, and in 
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statmg their want of confidence in the person deputed 
to convey that document to England^ they only mildly 
express their sentiments towards him. 

That Memorialists are of opinion that the Upper 
House or Council should be composed of Members 
possessing a considerable amount of fixed property 
within the Colony, certainly not less than £2000, over 
and above all encumbrances, and also that they should 
be elected by a different class of voters to those 
admitted to the franchise for the Assembly, and 
Memorialists would suggest that no one should be 
entitled to vote for Members of the Upper House, who 
does not come under one or other of the following ' 
classifications : — 

1. — Persons owning or occupjring fixed property 
within the Colony of the value of £600. 

2. — Persons holding Commissions or Justices of 
the Peace. 

8. — Field-Commandants and Field-Comets. 

4 Municipal Commissioners and Wardmasters. 

5. — Members of the legal profession in actual prac- 
tice. 

6.— Members of the medical profession in adnial 
practice. 

7. — Clerks and others receiving 49alaries not under 
£100 per annum. 

And your Memorialists are also of opinion that the 
mere occupation of land of the value of £26 is not 
suflSciently high for electors to the Lower House : 
it will in the present uneducated state of the Colony, 
Memorialists fear, tend to bribery and corruption. 
Your Memorialists hope that the time is notdis- 
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taut when the seat of Government must be removed 
from the extreme west to a more central part of the 
Colony. 

Your Excellency's Memorialists, in taking their 
leave, beg* to express their admiration at the promptness 
with which you visited this frontier at the first sound 
of alarm — ^it increases that confidence in your Excel- 
lency which they previously felt, and they beg to sub- 
smbe themselves, 

Your Excellency's 
Most humble and obedient servants, 

W. C. Hobson, J. P. David Nash M. Sugrue 

Nickolas Els J. W. GradweU 

Hans Els, N. Z. W. Gradwell 

Stephanas Gouws J. S* Robinson 

W. S. Gouws Wm. Berrington 

John Hay Henry Slater 

David Hobson J. Hobson 

D. E. Hobson J. M. Douglas. 
Anthony Gradwell 



Thos. Veitch, J. P. 
B. Sargeant 
R. Eales 

Samuel B. Hobson 
Ebenezer Biggs 
Elijah Albert 
John Slater 
Wm. Nash 



XLIX. 
KAT RIVER. 

Colonial Office^ 21st November^ 1850. 
Sir,— I am du-ected by his Excellency the Go- 
vernor to acquaint you, that the petition signed by 
you and other inhabitants of Philipton, dated the 21st 
nltimo, will be transmitted to the Secretary of State. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

John Montagu. 

Mr. A. Hatta, PbUipton. 
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UITENHAGE. 

To P. J. Denyssen, Esq., Secretary to the Central 
Committee, &c. &c. &c. 

Uitenhage, 23rd Noyember, 1850. 
Sib,— I have the honour, in accordance with a 
Resolution of the Uitenhage Conmiittee, corresponding^ 
with the Central Committee of Cape Town, connected 
with the Deputation to England in support of Repre- 
sentative Institutions in this Colony, to transmit to you 
enclosed, for the information of the Central Committee, 
and with a view to pubUcation, some particulars of a 
public meeting*, held here on the evening of Wednesday, 
the 20th instant. 

It is with great satisfaction, that this Committee is 
able to state that the Meeting was as large, respectable, 
and influential, as has ever been held in this place. 

The proceedings were harmonious, energetic, and— 
this Committee believes— decisive, as to the views really 
entertained by this community of the Draft of Con- 
stitution proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom and Messrs. 
Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht. 

The Resolutions, as you will perceive, were carried 
nem. con.y and it may be added, amid unmistakeable 
manifestation of concurrence and good wiU. 

This Committee deems it desirable to observe, in 
reference to certain mis-statements, circulated by a 
small but industrious opposition, in regard to the pro- 
ceedings of the public Meeting, held on the 4th 
October,— that these mis-statements were pointedly 
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alluded to and refuted by the speakers, on Wednesday 
evening, and that the audience cordially riesponded to 
the sentiments thereon expressed. 

Measures will be taken to expedite the signature of 
the Petition, which will be transmitted to the Central 
Committee in due course. 

The Hon. Treasurer of this Committee, H. H. Bens, 
Esq., instructs me to inform the Central Committee, 
that upwards of £15 has been subscribed since the sub-r 
scription list which, until the formation of this Com- 
mittee, had never been brought before the pubUc, camei 
into his hands a very few days since. 

The Committee rejoice to think that the subscription 
list will yet receive considerable addition. So soon a$ 
it can be properly closed, the Hon. Treasurer wiU 
promptly collect the amount subscribed, and remit th^ 
same to the Hon. Treasurer of the Central Committee. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

E. RuTHERFOORD, Hon. Sec. 
Uitenhage Corresponding Committee. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
Town and District of Uitenhage, held on the Even- 
ing of Wednesday, 20th November, 1860. 

On the motion of Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Gun- 
ningham, the Chair was taken by H. H. Reus, Esq. 
- The Chairman opened the business, by briefly stating, 
that though unaccustomed to do the duties to which 
his fellow-townsmen had been pleased to call him, he 
did not feel at liberty to refuse compliance with their' 
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wishes. He hoped that gentlemen would preserve that 
order and decorum^ essential to the proper conduct of 
public business. The object of the Meeting* was^ to 
take into consideration the draft of a Constitution^ 
proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom^ and Messrs. Fair- 
bairn^ Brand; Reitz^ and Wicht, and the propriety of 
petitioning the Queen in Council^ and both Houses of 
Parliament; in support thereof; and for taking the 
necessary steps for that purpose. 

The 1st Resolution was moved by Mr. Gibson^ 
seconded by Mr. Steph. J. van Niekerk^ and carried 
unanimously :— 

^^ That this Meeting unites with the Colony at large, 
in expressing its great joy and satisfaction in the pros- 
pect of the speedy establishment of Rq)resentative 
Institutions, and in gratitude for the proffered boon.'* 

In introducing this Resolution, Mr. Gibson remarked 
upon and censured the delay which had taken place in 
bringing the draft of Constitution, and the subscription 
list in aid of the Deputation Fund before the public. 
This blame was wholly imputable to the Municipal 
Commissioners of this place, who, he had reason to 
believe, were a long time ago in possession of commu- 
nications from the Cape Town Municipality on that 
subject, which communications he (Mr. G.) conceived, 
should have been promptly brought before the public. 
He also referred to the Local Committee which had 
been formed to correspond with the Central Committee 
of Cape Town, at the instance of Messrs Lear and 
Rens, Municipal Commissioners; and stated that it 
was in consequence of steps taken by this Cpmmittee, 
that this Public Meeting had at leiigth been called. 
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He then proceeded to comment upon the terms of the 
Resolution^' and upon the important character of the 
political changes which await the Colony^ in the 
prospect of which he called upon them now to declare 
their joy^ satisfaction^ and latitude. 

The 2nd Resolution was moved by Mr. R. Ruther- 
foord^ seconded by Mr. Lear^ and carried unani- 
mously :— 

^^ That, in the opinion of this Meeting-, the form of 
Constitution proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., 
and Messrs. Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, is, 
under the present circumstances of the Colony, one 
eminently adapted to secure its general interests ; seeing 
that though it makes no reference to a removal of the 
seat of Government, or to a separation of the Provinces, 
yet being based upon a few general and important 
ftmdamental principles, it leaves either of these desirable 
alternatives attainable, as a result of deliberation in 
the General Parliament, therein proposed, when public 
opinion upon these points shall have been expressed 
with clearness and precision.'^ 

In commenting upon this Resolution, the mover also 
referred to the lamentable delay which had been per- 
mitted, in bringing this important subject before the 
public. It was certainly surprising and reprehensible. 
But it had reached him in explanation, that blame could 
not fairly be imputed to all of the Commissioners, the 
' fact being, that the existence of the documents in 
question, though they had arrived a long while, as also 
another letter— that of the 21st of October— was known 
only to. one or two Members of the Municipality, by 
whom they were not commiinicated either to their feU 
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loW-commission^rs or to the public. But it was due 
to Mr. Lear and Mr. Rens^ who had thus been kept 
in ignorance, to state, that on becoming indirectly 
acquainted with these circumstances, they promptly 
took steps to obtain possession of the documents, and 
on ascertaining their nature, brought them before a 
Meeting of the Board on the 6th of November. The 
result was the formation of a Local Committee, from 
which had sprung this public Meeting, and now at 
length the Constitution was before us. This explana- 
tion was, he conceived, necessary, lest friends at a 
distance should imagine us lukewarm in the cause. 

Proceeding to comment upon this Resolution, the 
mover remarked upon the prominent points of the Draft 
Constitution, which he read at length,— upon the 
simplicity and distinctness of its provisions,— upon its 
non-interference with the questions of removal of the 
seat of Government or of separation of the Provinces j 
contending, that considering the varied and conflicting 
desires and opinions, entertained not onlj'^ between the 
two Provinces, but between different communities of 
the Eastern Province itself, and again between diffe- 
rent portions of the same communities, — it would have 
shewn little wisdom, and would have been very mis- 
chievous to have attempted any immediate legislation 
upon these matters. He argued, that had the Eastern 
Province as a whole, or by an unmistakeable majority, 
been prepared with a distinct preference between these 
alternatives, there might have been some ground for 
standing out for so important a change at the very 
-threshold of Representative Institutions. But this had 
inotoriously not been the case.. The Eastern Province 
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hkd proved " a House divided against itself/' and the 
opportunity was lost, and to have attempted any thing 
of the kind in a Draft Constitution, would only have 
been an example of pleasing none in an attempt to 
please all, to have laid a sandy foundation for a super- 
structure of " wood, hay, and stubble/' The Constitu- 
tion as proposed, left what might be ascertained as most 
desirable, ^^ attainable''— as the Resolution stated— ^^ as 
a result of deUberation in the general Parliament, 
when public opinion shall have been expressed with 
clearness and precision." It was a simple^and very 
much for that reason, a good '' working plan." This 
was what was wanted ; and he concluded by urging 
upon the Meeting, the necessity of steady union with 
the large majority of their fellow-colonists, regardless 
of the ridicule of the small section who had so indus- 
triously opposed themselves J remembering that ridicule 
generally argued a weak cause, and that ridiculers 
very often placed themselves in a much more ridiculous 
position, than those whom they attempted to ridicule. 

Mr. Lear in seconding this Resolution, observed, 
that as the meeting was aware, he was travelling far 
out of his usual path in interfering with political 
matters. But the circumstances of the Colony at large, 
and the state of things at Uitenhage upon the present 
subject, were such as he conceived imperatively called 
upon every honest citizen to express his opinions, and 
to stand manfully by them. This he was prepared to do. 
He thoroughly concurred with the sentiments of the 
preceding speakers, and of the Resolution moved by 
Mr. Rutherfoord, which he cordially seconded, and 
commended to the adoption of the Meeting. 
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The 8rd Resolution was moved by Dr. Hull, 
seconded by Mr. Wood, and earned unanimously : — 

^^ That Petitions embodying the foregoing Resolu* 
tions, and praying that the form of Constitution, 
proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Messrs. Fair*- 
baini, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, may be authorized 
and confirmed, be transmitted to her Majesty the 
Queen in Council, and to both Houses of Parliament ; 
the former through his Excellency the Governor, and 
the latter through Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Mr. 
Fairbaim.'^ 

In proposing this Resolution, Dr. Hull said, that 
notwithstanding all that had been said out of doors 
and in the public papers, to cast ridicule, contempt, 
and discredit upon the proceedings of the former pubUc 
meeting, it was a matter of great surprise to him, if 
these statements were true— that the present, large, 
respectable, and influential meeting of the inhabitanta 
of Uitenhage, should be found unanimously and 
cordially carrjring the Resolutions brought before 
them this evening! He perceived amongst those 
present this evening, he believed, all those concerned 
in the majority of that meeting. If, then, as has been 
boldly stated, the majority of that meeting was com* 
posed of the scum and ofT-scouring of the town of 
Uitenhage, then was this meeting the ^^ scum and off* 
scouring'' too. He thought that the gentlemen who 
had thought proper thus to characterize the majority 
of that meeting, should have come forward this 
evening, and faced the men whom they had traduced. 
Turning to the Resolution, he observed, though but an 
echo of foregoing resolutions, it was a necessary part 
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of the proceedings of the evening. The Meeting 
would perceive, that* there was to he a Petition to the 
Queen in Council, as well as to the two Houses of 
Parliament. This was to meet the prohaWlity, that 
the matter might he there promptly dealt with, without 
reference to Parliament. The Resolution was not one 
calling for lengthened remark. He cordially supported 
it. He would take the opportunity of referring to the 
Subscription List. The Committee had taken some steps 
in the matter. Some subscriptions had already been 
obtained, and he felt sure that the meeting would not fail 
to come forward and subscribe liberally to the Fund ; 
an opportunity of so doing would be afforded to all. 

The 4th Resolution was moved by Mr. Gibson^ 
seconded by Mr. Orewar, and carried unanimously : — 

^^ That this Meeting approves of the formation of a 
local Committee, consisting of Mr. Lear, (Municipal 
Commissioner), Chairman ; Mr. H. H. Rens, (Muni- 
cipal Commissioner), Hon. Treasurer; Dr. HuU^ 
Mr. Gibson, and Mr. R. Rutherfoord, Hon. Secretary; 
and recognize it as the channel of communication 
between the inhabitants of this place and the Central 
Committee at Cape Town.'^ 

The Draft of Petition as drawn up by the local 
Committee was then read, and unanimously adopted. 
— (Draft subjoined). 

It was then moved by Dr. Hull, seconded by Mr. 
Lear, and carried in the usual manner, — ^^ That the 
thanks of this Meeting are justly due to Mr. Rens, for 
his very able and impartial ser^dces in the Chair.'' 

The Chairman acknowledged the vote, and several 
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subscriptions having been made to the Fund^ the 
Meeting separated. 

H. H. Eens, 

Uitenhage, Chairman of the Public Meeting. 

Nov. 22, 1850. 



To THE Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. The Petition of the undersigned In- 
habitants of the Town and District of Uitenhage, in 
the Eastern Province of the Cape of Good Hope, 

Humbly and bespectfully sheweth: 
That your Petitioners approach your Majesty with 
sentiments of the deepest loyalty, and respect for your 
Majesty's person and Government. 

That your Petitioners in common with their fellow 
Colonists in general, heartily and sincerely rejoice in 
the prospect of the early establishment of Free Repre- 
sentative Institutions in this the land of their birth or 
of their adoption, and unite in respectfully tendering 
their grateful thanks for the proffered boon. 
' Without at all receding from the views which they 
strongly h^ld and have repeatedly expressed, of the 
desirableness, indeed necessity, either of a removal of 
the seat of Government to a more central locality, or 
of a separation of the provinces subject to the principle 
of a general confederation, your Petitioners conceive 
that under all existing circumstances, it is desirable 
now to unite with the large majority of their fellow 
Colonists, in seeking for the speedy establishment 
of one general Representative Legislature, and to lopk 
for the adoption of one of the above named desirable 
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alternatives^ as a result of deliberation in such a general 
Parliament. 

The attention of your Petitioners has been drawn to 
the draft of a Constitution^ proposed by a Committee^ 
associated for that purpose in Cape Town, consisting* 
of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs. Fairbairn, 
Brand, Reitz, and Wicht. In the high qualifications 
of these gentlemen for the duty which has been en- 
trusted to them by their constituents, your Petitioners 
desire to express their fullest confidence. 

This proposed Constitution is embodied in the 
following sixteen articles. (The Draft Constitution to 
be here embodied.) 

This Draft enunciating a few general and important 
fundamental principles, embodies, your Petitioners 
conceive, such a Constitution as is best suited to the 
present circumstances and interests of the Colony at 
large. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly and respectfully 
beg, that the same may receive the favourable con- 
sideration of your Majesty in Council, and may be 
authorized and confirmed accordingly. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever 

pray. 

Uitenhage, Eastern Province of the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, NoTemher, 1850. 
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LI. 

WORCESTER. 

Arrival of Sir Andries Stockenstrom^ Bart. 

(Zuid Afrikaan.) 

Sir Andries Stockenstrom, accompanied by J. 
Meintjes^ Esq., Chil Commissioner of Beaufort, arrived 
here on Saturday eveiiing", which was announced by a 
salute of 11 guns. A few minutes afterwards a de- 
putation waited on him and presented the following 
address, to which the subjoined reply was received:— 
[Translation]. 

Worcester, Nov. 23, 1850. 

Honourable Baronet!— It is with the liveliest 
feelings of joy that we welcome you this day in our 
midst, and we esteem it no trifling honour to meet you 
prior to your departure to England. 

We are fully convinced that you will persist in the 
course adopted by you, and, in conjunction with your 
fellow-deputy, leave nothing untried that may tend to 
the welfare of the endeared country of our birth, and 
we assure you that in so doing you will receive the 
warmest support and co-operation of us and all pa- 
triotic Colonists. 

We repeat what we have expressed in our previous 
address, that we give you our fullest confidence, sensible 
as we are that we could not have found more qualified 
men to whom we could have confided the important 
interests of our country. 

That your diflScult task may be crowned with the 
best results is the upright and sincere prayer of 
Your most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed by 70 Inhabitants.) 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



179 

[Translation.] 

Worcester, November 23, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — It is with a profound feeling of gra- 
titude, that I have received your cordial welcome this 
evening". 

As I have fully stated my sentiments relative to the 
political circumstances of our country, to the gentlemen 
of the deputation who presented your address, it only 
remains for me briefly to assure you that nothing will 
deter me from using my best exertions to accomplish 
the task which my fellow-citizens have imposed on me, 
for the establishment of a Constitution corresponding 
with the spirit of the age, by which alone our welfare 
can be promoted, and our claim to which has been 
admitted not only by the British nation but also by 
the Supreme Government. 

The full confidence which you declare to repose in 
me, despite of the failings of which I am sensible and 
often deplore, cannot be otherwise than flattering to 
me ; but as my responsibility on that account mate- 
rially increases, may I take the liberty to impress upon 
the mind of my fellow-citizens throughout the Colony 
the duty on their part of unanimity ^ zealj and manly 
determinatian in the demand and execution of mea- 
sures founded upon the purest loyalty to her Majesty 
the Queen, in connexion with the liberty and rights of 
the people. 

Further recommending the inhabitants of Worcester 
to the protection of Providence. 

I remain, &c. 

A. Stockenstkom, 

To Dr. Fraenkel, and the other gentlemen 
who signed the address. 

N 2 
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LII. 

UITENHAGE. 

ADDRESS TO SIR ANDRIES STOCKENSTROM. 

[Copy.] Uitenhage, 2l8t December, 1820. 

SiR^— I am instructed by the Local Committee, cor- 
responding with the " Central Committee'' of Cape 
Town, in connection with the deputation to England, 
in support of free Representative Institutions for this 
Colony, to request that you would be pleased to name 
as early an hour as may be consistent with your con- 
venience, to receive an address, which this Committee 
has been deputed to present to you, from a number of 
respectable inhabitants of this town and district. 

I have also the pleasure to enclose a copy of the 
address for your information. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant^ 

H. RUTHERFOORD, 
Hon. Secretary Uitenhage Committee. 
Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., &c. &c. 



[Copy.] 

To Sir Andries Stockensrtom, Bart., &c. &c. 

Sir, — We, the undersigned inhabitants of the town 
of Uitenhage, rejoice in the opportunity which your 
visit to this place affords us, of tendering to you per- 
sonally, an expression of those sentiments of sympathy, 
confidence, and respect, which your public character 
and conduct are so eminently calculated to inspire. 
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We rejoice, Sir, to think that those elevated prin- 
ciples, both moral and political, which you have so 
constantly upheld, and of which your public life has 
been the unflinching* exponent, are unmistakeably 
commending' themselves to the understanding and the 
practice of the people of this land. Next to the secret 
approbation of your own heart and conscience,— (the 
best reward) — you must feel it to be no trifling* gratifi- 
cation, to witness the onward progress of these prin- 
ciples j and while the numerous testimonies, which you 
have received and are receiving* of the confidence and 
esteem of your fellow-colonists, cannot but, in them- 
selves, be g*ratifying j we are assured that to you their 
chief value consists in the evidence they furnish of this 
progress and improvement, and in the opportunity thus 
afforded you of still further efforts in this behalf. 

We desire. Sir, at this time, especially to congratu- 
late you, upon the position you nw^ occupy, as one of 
the chosen Deputation to England, in support of 
Representative Institutions for this Colony, its great 
and radical desideratum. Our opinion of the conduct 
of yourself and your colleagues, during the late dis- 
cussions in the Legislative Council, together with our 
views and wishes upon the subject of the form of Con- 
stitution, have been already publicly expressed. 

To these it is not now necessary to refer-^ beyond 
remarking, that the draft of Constitution which you 
have been instrumental in framing, and which you are 
proceeding to England to advocate, has on the whole 
our hearty sympathy and concurrence. We feel as- 
sured. Sir, also, that your association in this work with 
Mr. Fairbaim is matter of peculiar and mutual con- 
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gTatalation ; and we avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to testify our respect and admiration of the character 
and talents of that gentleman^ and our confidence in 
him. And we doubt not that your individual and 
united efforts will be abundantly usefiil to the people of 
this land. 

We have heard with regret of the infirm state of 
your health. Most sincerely do we trust that the 
voyage may tend to strengthen^ not impair your con- 
stitution : and we conclude by expressing our desire^ 
that every blessing may attend you and your family^ 
during your absence from these shores ; that you may 
be speedily enabled to resume your place among us^ 
and long be spared to enjoy your energies and talents 
for the public benefit. 

Uitenhage, December, 1850. 



REPLY. 

Uitenhage, December 21st, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — In acknowledging the honour which 
you have done me by your Address, I have, in the first 
place to thank the deputation, and the many other 
members of this community who accompanied them^ 
for the patience and attention with which they had the 
goodness to listen to the details and explanations which 
I have deemed it my duty to enter into on the several 
points to which that Address refers, and as we happened 
to be favoured with the presence of an able reporter. 
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who will^ no doubt, have noted down such parts of my 
oral reply as he deemed worthy of being* recorded, it 
will be superfluous to trouble you with any lengthened 
repetitions in this document. 

Whilst I am bound— with the most sincere gratitude 
for your kindness— to declare your introductory com- 
pliments to be flattering" far beyond my merits, I con- 
sidered it but just towards you, as well as to myself, to 
show that your favourable testimony was not alto- 
g'ether adulatory. I therefore took the liberty to 
submit to you — with the fullest admission of conscious 
deficiencies— a perhaps egotistical, but not irrelevant, 
brief summary of my public career from 1808 to 1850, 
with which some of you are as well acquainted as I am, 
mainly with a view of defiance to any detraction to 
invalidate the opinion which you have expressed, by 
showing" that, even in the most dependent positions 
under despotic rule, I have nev.er for one moment 
allowed the fi'own or smile of power, or the venom of 
calumny, to turn me from a conscientious discharge of 
my duty, or from the undeviating pursuit of those prin- 
ciples of truth and justice without which a public man 
in power must be a public scourge — a mere tyrant, or 
a tyrant^s tool ! And you do me but justice in believ- 
ing* that I chiefly value the demonstration of public 
confidence as a symptom of the gradual triumph of 
the said principles over prejudice and delusion ! 

In referring" to my late colleagnes, the elected Mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council, I can speak more 
positively, and assure you that three more honourable, 
upright, and patriotic men, never represented any 
community or any cause, and your approval of their 
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and my proceeding in our late trying situation is matter 
of unfeigned gratulation. They are in character and 
action so far above the vituperation with which they 
have been assailed^ that it would be an insult to you 
and to the Colony to descend to refutation j and as 
you have specially alluded to my fellow Deputy in our 
mission to the mother country^ I have no hesitation in 
stating that the pride which I feel in being chosen by 
my felJow-subjects on such an occasion^ is considerably 
enhanced by my association with one of the greatest 
moral and political benefactors ever connected with 
this Colony, and in his name I cordially thank you for 
the respect, admiration, and confidence which you 
express, and which are so well merited. 

That you, " on the whole'' approve of the Constitu- 
tion which my said colleagues, Mr. Wicht, and I have 
proposed, is very encouraging. The points of doubt 
with some part of the community seem to be : — 1 . The 
Franchise; 2. The Qualification of Membership for 
the Upper Chamber ; and 3. The Reserved Civil list. 
I have at great length submitted to you orally my 
views on these points, so that I may satisfy myself 
with here repeating that the five-and-twenty pound 
franchise (a liberal Government measure) will ulti- 
mately prove itself the ke3^stone of our projected politi- 
cal fabric, even more for the advantage of the rich 
than of the poorer classes, as affording one of the best 
means for the development of the legitimate influence 
of property. But even this keystone you may under- 
mine by means of a privileged clique — a class of mock 
JVobles— which you would create by estabhshing a high 
property qualification for Council membership, and 
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both Council and Assembly will be altog'ether worth- 
less^ unless your Parliament shall have unlimited 
control over every farthing- of the public revenue. 

Let therefore both Chambers represent and enjoy 
the confidence of the whole community in the ag-g-re- 
g-ate^ and trust to them the disposal of all the money 
which you contribute towards the public chest. Mespon- 
sible government follows as a matter of course^ and 
partyy or parliamentary g-overnment^ which a strong 
and worthy section desiderates, may be one of the early 
results. Such is the Constitution which I trust the 
most loyal of .subjects will claim, and the most just of 
Sovereigns will grant : and imploring the blessing of 
Providence on our efforts, 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
A. Stockenstbom. 

The Rev. A. Smith, V.D.M., 
and the other Gentlemen who signed the Address. 



LIII. 
THE CONSTITUTION.-GEOEGE. 

George Town, 28th December, 1850. 

To Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., &c, (Sec. 

Sir, — We, the undersized, inhabitants of George 
Town, beg to tender to you our hearty and unfeigned 
congratulations upon yoiu^ arrival at this place, on 
your way to fulfil a mission in behalf of your fellow- 
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Coloniste^ to which you have been called by their often 
expressed and unwavering* confidence in your devotion 
to their best interests, and your indefatigable zeal in 
the cause of civil liberty. 

In thus manifesting our lively satisfaction at having- 
the honour of welcoming you as the champion of Free 
Institutions, we cannot avoid expressing* our regret, 
that our numerous friends, residing beyond the limits 
of this Town, should have been precluded the oppor- 
tunity of joining ua in this demonstration by the 
intimation of your approach having been so recently 
received, which we are assured will be deeply felt by 
the very many who reciprocate our sentiments. 

By the men of G raaff-Reinet, who have known you 
from the earliest period in your administration of the 
affairs of this Government, and with every step of your 
political career, your many and great merits are duly 
felt and appreciated, and we assure you. Sir, that the 
same unbounded satisfaction with which it has been 
received by them has been felt by us, and particularly 
the tone of conduct so consistently and manfully pur- 
sued by you and your colleagues, Messrs. Fairbaim, 
Brand, and Reitz, in the recent struggle which termi- 
nated in the nomination of yourself and Mr. Fairbaim 
as delegates to Great Britain. Whatever variety of 
opinion may be entertained by others with regard to 
the results of this noble and arduous undertaking*, we 
cannot resist this opportunity of assuring you of our 
unshaken trust and confidence that it will be blessed 
with that success which it so eminently deserves ; 
and that our beloved and gracious Queen will, 
through you, give favourable ear to the wishes and 
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prayers of Her Majesty's faithful subjects in this 
Colony. 

As devoted and loyal subjects of the British Crown, 
we are second to none in ackndwledging its sway. 
We daily experience the vital importance of the favour 
and protection of our beloved Sovereign to the best 
interests of the Colony, and in. seeking* to make our 
wishes known to the Throne, with reg'ard to the free 
Government which her Majesty so graciously designs 
to bestow, we feel that we are in part fulfilling the 
Royal Will, which has solely in view the happiness and 
welfare of the people. 

We regard, therefore, with undindnished hope the 
successfiil issue of this mission, to which we earnestly 
pray the Almighty Ruler of all events may, in His 
bounteous mercy, extend his protection. 

That the Lord may grant you strength of mind, 
direction and wisdom, to speed your noble undertak- 
ing J— that He may grant you health and prosperity 
on your voyage to the harbour of destination, that 
your efforts there may be crowned with success, and 
that yoj may return to the embraces of your anxious 
family in better health, are the fervent wishes and 
prayers of. 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

F. Fisscher, H. W. Ballot, 

F. P. Massyu, W. J. Maraitz, 

A. Robertson, J. M. Johnson, 

F. D. Cahill, W. B. Brewb, 

£. Bergb, P. J. Scbonken, B. son, 

(And 66 otber inbabitants.) 

On the above address being presented to him by a 
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deputation of about twenty gentlemen, at the residence 
of E. Bergh, Esquire, Sir Andries stated, that before 
giving' his written reply he should, as he had done 
on former occasions, offer an oral statement of the 
proceedings of his colleagues and himself, while in the 
late Legislative Council, on which any one present 
could put to him such queries relative thereto, as they 
might think proper. In the firstplace, he was living 
quietly in retirement on his estates, when he learnt 
that he was called upon to represent the interests of 
the Colonists in the Legislative Council, which caU 
he at first was unwilling to accede to, fearing that 
he had not the confidence of the public. As it turned 
out otherwise, he jdelded to the desire of the people, 
and a communication fi-om the Colonial Government to 
him, ran thus ; — 

^^From the returns of the Municipal and Road 
Boards, His Excellency the Governor has been pleased 
to offer you one of the vacant seats in the Legislative 
Council.^' 

And on the terms conveyed in the above letter, he 
took his seat in the Legislative Council, to assist in 
firaming a Free Constitution for the people — and not to 
legislate on any other business. 

To his surprise when in the Council Chamber, he 
found the Estimates, Church, Squatters, and other 
Draft Ordinances on the table for consideration. As 
these were fit subjects for the future Parliament, he 
with his said colleagues were determined not to look 
at them — and in due time when the above ordinances 
were presented, he and his colleagues resigned their 
seats, it being useless remaining there against a majo- 
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rity of eight to four. This proceeding he had been 
happy to find had met the views of the inhabitants of 
George, generally speaking. 

Purgher Representative Institutions were the re- 
quirements of a Colony like ours. 

Poor aristocracies would not answer. For instance, 
look to the German Empire and Duchies, where des- 
potism has its full sway. 

As to the £25 electoral qualification it emanated 
from the Official Members in the Legislative Council 
to whom the honour of its proposal is justly due. 

The above account is only a slight outline of Sir 
Andries' statement, in conclusion of which he read 
his reply to the above address, and took his farewell 
of the deputation, and proceeded en route towards the 
metropolis : — 

George Town, Dec. 31, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — Most sincerely do I thank you for 
the kind terms in which you have welcomed me to this 
town, and for the flattering expression of your confi- 
dence in my favour. 

In the name of my late colleagues, Messrs. Brand, 
Reitz, and Fairbairn, I may also convey to you the 
satisfaction which they feel at having gained the 
approbation of their fellow Colonists, and assure you 
of their continued zeal in the cause of this country, 
which they know to be dependent upon good govern- 
ment, by means of free, liberal. Representative Insti- 
tutions. 

On these latter, and on the political state of the 
Colony, as connected therewith, I have so fully ex- 
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pressed my sentiments in the oral reply, to which you 
were g*ood enough to listen, as well as ia the several 
communications of mine which are already before the 
public, that there only remains for me to recommend 
to the inhabitants of George, as I have done to all my 
countrymen and fellow Colonists, unanimity and 
DETEBMINATION in their loyalty to their Sovereign, in 
their zeal for the great end in view, and in their con- 
tempt for all the craft and machinations which may be 
broug'ht into operation, to bewilder their understanding 
of the great principles at stake, to divide them into 
various factions, to set them against each other, thereby 
to obtain the pretext to represent them as a community 
with ANTAGONISTIC INTEKESTS, ^^ unripe for self- 
government,*' and thus to protract, if not to pei^petuate 
the sway of despotism. 

That by your loyalty then, by your unanimity, by 
your determination, by your good sense^ ^nd your 
moral courage, you may succeed, under Providence, 
not only to consummate the desideratum for which we 
are at present striving, but to promote that continued 
prosperity and happiness to the Colony of which it is to 
lay the foundation, is the anxious prayer of. 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) A. Stockenstbom. 
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LIV. 
GLEN LYNDEN.-SOMERSET. 

To Sir Andbies Stockenstkom^ and Messrs. Brand, 
Fairbairn, and Reitz. 

Glen Lynden, 9tb Nov. 1850. 

Gentlemen,— We, the undersigned Ratepayers and 
others residing in the parish of Glen Lynden, have oh- 
served in the public journals of last post, the Resolutions 
carried at a Meeting* of the Municipality of Somerset 
(East), in which your conduct in the late Legislative 
Council, has been disapproved of. As we are inhabitants 
of the same district, although beyond the limits of said 
Municipality, we cannot, in justice to ourselves, permit 
these resolutions to be foisted upon the public (seeing 
they are so contrary to our opinions) without thus pub- 
licly announcing to you the fact of our entire approval 
of your conduct, during your late services in the Legis- 
lative Council. 

We hereby desire to thank you for the very inde- 
pendent manner in which you acted throughout, and 
fully agree with the upright, manly course you pursued 
in tendering your resignations as Members of said 
Legislative Assembly. It is also our opinion, that you- 
acted in the fullest sense from conscientious motives in 
resigning your seats. 

We beg also to notify to you, that the present un- 
settled state of the Frontier, and the want of servants 
among the farmers here, has prevented a Meeting being 
convened in this locality for the purpose of publicl}'- - 
addressing you, but had such not been the case, we are 
fully persuaded that a larger number of signatures 
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would have been appended to a similar address^ than 
are annexed to this. 

We have the honour to be^ Gentlemen^ 

Yours* most respectfully^ 



W. D. Pringle, 
A. Scott, 
W. S. Pringle, 
C. P. Marais, 
Ezra Ridgard, 
Ezra Thos. Ridgard, 
C. P. F. Marais, 
J. D. Marais, 
P. S. Marais, 
G. Scboeman, 
Robert Miller, 



George Ainslie, 
James Stewart, 
Alexander Stewart, 
Thomas Dawes, 
H. V. G. Pretorius, 
Robert Pringle, 
Thomas Pringle, 
T. J. Wood, 
John Pringle, 
Hector Frazer, 



J. Marais, 
P. S. Marais, 
W. H. J. Marais, 
M. W. Pretorius, 
P. R. de Wit, 
Wm. Ainslie, sen. 
Robert Camp, 
G. C. Stewart, 
Wm. Ainslie, jun. 
Joseph Tranter. 



LV. 
THE SWELLENDAM DINNER. 

A DINNER was given on the 8rd instant^ (Jan.) at 
Swellendam^ to Sir A. Stockenstrom and F. W. Reitz^ 
Esq.^ in testimony of the approval of their constituents 
at that place^ of their conduct in the late Legislative 
Council. 

The unhappy intelligence just received from the 
Frontier rendered it proper that no needless display 
of public festivity should take place, and the wish was 
accordingly expressed by the two gentlemen that the 
dinner should be, as far as possible, a private one. 

Ninety-six individuals sat down, Joseph Barry, 
Esq. in the Chair. Messrs. Cardinal, Steyn, Otto, and 
Teubes officiated as stewards. At the dinner an 
Address was presented to the guests, which, with the 
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reply given in writing* on the following' morning'^ is 
printed below. 

Although the desire had been expressed that the 
dinner should be unaccompanied by die usual demon- 
strations ef rejoicing*^ the assembly did not wish to 
separate without doing honour to several appropiate 
toasts.— These were 

1. ^^The Queen.'*— Drunk with loud and enthusias- 
tic cheering. 

2. ^^ Prince Albert and the Royal Family .*' 

3. ^^The Governor.^— In proposing whose healthy 
the Chairman remarked upon the critical nature of 
His Excellency's position^ and expressed the iope 
of the meeting that he might soon succeed in his 
present efforts. This toast was drunk with much 
feeling. 

4. ^^ The Guests/' — Replied to, severally by Sir A, 
Stockenstrom, and Mr. Reitz. 

5. " Mr. Fairbaim and Mr. Brand/' — proposed by 
Mr. Cardinal; — acknowledged by Sir A. Stocken- 
Strom ; who, eulogizing both his late colleagues, called 
attention to the circumstance that Lords Brougham, 
Denman, and Truro, who had risen to the highest 
offices of their profession in England, had been once 
engaged, together, on a trial, in prosecuting which it 
became their duty to speak in most condemnatory 
terms of the Sovereign of Oreat Britain. In Mr. 
Brand's case -a similar performance of 4uty with 
respect to official measure^y not persons^ in the Colony, 
had stood in the way of his deserved elevation to the 
local Bench of Justice! 

Mr. Joshua Joubert, J. P., and Mr. Uy^, Field- 

o 
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Cornet, suecessively expressed their satisfaction with 
the proceedings of the late Councillors. 

Mr. Reid proposed '' A prosperous voyage to Mr. 
Fairbaim and Sir A. Stockenstrom.'' 

Sir A. Stockenstrom proposed '' The Commercial 
Interests of the Colony/' expressing his personal re- 
spect for many of the Merchants of the Colony, with 
some of whom he had had die happiness of a personal 
acquaintance for many years. He regretted that 
there had been some appearance of a desire on the 
part of the merchants, to consider themselves to form, 
as a body, a species of monied aristocratgr, and he 
could not help urging upon them the necessity of co- 
operating with all the classes of Colonists. He ad- 
mitted the spirit and energy of the merchants as a 
body, but he <ienied that they possessed any claims or 
privileges beyond those of simple Burghers. 

Mr. Barry acknowledged the toast. 

Mr. Herman proposed ^^Lady Stockenstrom and 
Mrs. Reitz, and the Ladies of the Colony.^ 

Mr. Keitz retrumed thanks, and concluded \m 
acknowledgments by offering ^^ The Cape Town Mu- 
nicipality,'' on the recent proceedings of which body 
he passed a high encomium* 

Dr. WWte, as one of the Commissioners of the 
Municipality of Swellendam, returned thanks for the 
Cape Town Commissioners, adding that he fully conr 
curred with Mr. Reitz's view of the valuable service^ 
for which the public in the country districts were in- 
debted to that Municipality. 

Mr. John Reitz then proposed the health of ^e 
Attorney-General, in connection with the £26 fran- 
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chise, which that officer had proposed in Council.— 
Drunk with loud cheers. 

After this the Assembly broke up, and on the follow- 
mg morning' a large body of the inhabitants accom- 
panied Sir A. Stockenstrom to the Breede River, as 
they had previously gone out to BufFe^aglis River to 
welcome him. 



ADDRESS. 

To Sir Andbies Stockenstrom and Francis 

William Reitz, Esq. 

Swellendam, 3rd January, 1851. 

Gentlemen, — We hail with feelings of unfeigned 
pleasure your arrival amongst us, as it affords us 
another opportunity of expressing to you our most 
hearty concurrence in the measure which you deemed 
it necessary to adopt at the dast meeting of the Legis- 
lative Councfl. The pleasure derived from this inter- 
view is, however, deeply alloyed witib pain at the con- 
templation of the fearftil state of affairs on our 
frontiers, where another tragic lesson is being read to 
our rulers in the blood of our slaughtered fellow- 
colonists. Far be it from us to make anv reflection at 
this moment having a tendency to create dissatisfac- 
tion, or prevent that unity of purpose which we all 
feel so essentially necessary at the present time : rather 
would we ^^ cast oil on the troubled waters,^' but while 
using our best endeavours and co-operating with the 
Government in relieving our unhappy fellow-colonists 
of the Eastern Province, for whom our warmest sym- 
pathies are enlisted— we cannot close our eyes to the 
jpainful and mortif3dng Act that had the wishes of the 

o 2 
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people being responded to by our rulers, our souls 
would not now be harrowed by the awful and heart- 
sickening* details of slaughtered women and children 
sacrificed to the ruthless barbarity of the blood-thirsty 
savage. 

To you, Mr. Reitz, our sentiments have already 
been expressed, in j'-ou we recognise not alone tlfe 
Representative of the whole Colony, but of this district 
in particular ; past experience has fully proved to us 
that whenever the public weal calls upon you it meets 
with a hearty response, and we feel it but our duty to 
add that when particularly pressed by the inhabitants 
to accept of a public dinner, the only dissentient voice 
was your own, and it was at your earnest request that 
it was postponed, to give us an opportunity of meeting 
at the same time the Hon, Baronet, whose presence 
amongst us causes us such sincere pleasure. To you. 
Sir Andries Stockenstrom, it merely remains for us 
to add our earnest and heartfelt prayers that your 
already impaired health may not suffer from the toil 
and inconvenience incidental to your long overland 
journey, and your ultimate voyage to the mother coun- 
try, and that Providence may crown your mission with 
success, and restore you to us in renewed health and 
vigour. — To that Providence we commend you both. 

Believe us to remain. Gentlemen, 

Your most faithful servants, &c. 

Sir Andries replied that he should feel happy to 
respond to the Address at a more advanced part of the 
evening, and that the sentiments of himself and col- 
league would be declared in writing the ensuing^ 
morning. 
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REPLY, 

Swellendam, January 8, 185lr 

Gentlemen^— We feel highly honoured by the 

terms in which you have addressed us. To gain the 

approval of our constituents, consistently with the 

dictates of our consciences and the interests of our 

country, was the chief aim in our proceedings, as your 

representatives in the late Legislative Council, and the 

sympathy and concurrence of the whole Colony, without 

any important exception, is to us a gratifying reward. 

The feeling which you evince with reference to the 

sufferings of our frontier brethren, is to us a most 

welcome pledge of the assistance which they will 

receive from the district of Swellendam, in case of 

dire necessity. 

You have afforded us such ample opportunity of 
orally expressing our sentiments on the various subjects 
connected with the present political state of this Colony,, 
that there only remains for us to recommend to you 
unanimity and firmness in the demand and establish- 
ment of those measures of which ycwi so cordially 
approve ; and wishing you the blessing of Heaven on 
your future career^ 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servants, 

A. Stockenstkom. 
F. W. Reitz. 

To Messrs. Joseph Barry, Henry White, Ji, Teubes, 
R. J. Cardinal, and the other gentlemen who signed 
the address at Swellendam. 
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LVI. 

KAT RIVER. 

A letter, dated Fort AnnstFong', 21st January, from 
a very ag'ed inhabitant of the frontier, describes the 
state of the country in very desponding language. The 
writer says, ^^ I never felt myseff in so much danger* 
as at present. I fear the number of disaffected among^ 
the coloured classes may increase.'^ 



The following Address to Sir A. Stockenstrom, 
signed by about 100 persons, from inhabitants of the 
division of Fort Beaufort, arrived by last post. 

To Sir Andbies SrocKEifSTBOM, Bart, &c. &c. &Ci 

Cape Town. 

Fort Armstfon^^ 
Stockenstrom, 20th JiMi^.1851. 

Sir, — At a Meeting of a number of the inhaUtant^ 
of this district, held this day, with a view to prbnlotr 
union in the general defence ; a proposition was made 
and received with acclamation by all present, to request 
that you would, in the present akxming state of the- 
country, once more undertake the duties of Command-^ 
ant-General of the burgher forces. 

We, the undiersigned, therefore, hasten to communi- 
cate to you this^ resolution, with the expression of our 
individual concurrence* therein*^ 

We need not to inform^ yoa of the extensive con- 
federacy among the Kafl^tribes^-apinst the peace of 
the Colony, by which already great loss of hfe and 
property has been occasioned. But we have with grief 
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and shame to acquaint you diat a number of our 
fellow-Bettlers in this district^ particularly those of 
Blinkwater^ have been induced, some by fear, others 
by persuasion, and some by constraint, to band them- 
selves with a body of Kaffirs under the late Hermanus^ 
and have joined with them in various^ acts of rebellion 
within the Colony. The danger to which we in com- 
mon with others are exposed,. i&' thus rendered mucli 
more complicated and imminent, and calls for the most 
prompt and energetic measures to meet it. 

With the most entire confidence in the zealous and 
ddlftd arrangements of His Excellency the Governor^ 
as a military commander for the protection of the fron- 
tier, and for the subjugation of the enemy ; we at the 
same time feel the importance— since the burgher 
force is required to aid in the general defence, that it 
should be placed under the command of a burgher 
general-officer. This principle, we are glad to observe,, 
has already received the sanction of His Excellency 
the Governor, and therefore we hope it will also be 
conceded in the appointment of one to the general 
command of the burgher force. 

In our present difficulties, our minds are turned to 
3^ou as the individual in whose courage and judgment 
the burghersgenerally place the greatest reliance— and 
from whose influence, particularly with the coloured 
classes, v;e have reason to expect that many who have 
been led to act as^ our enemies,^ would be recalled to 
their duty and aflegiance. 

The undersigned, in conclusion, desire that this 
request may be considered at the same time as an ex- 
pression and assurance to you of their loyalty and of 
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their determination to stand by their Queen; and 
country against every enemy*. 

We have the honour to be, Sir^ 

Your most obedient servants, 

Coenderat Jordaan Adam Rensbarg 



Thos. Webster 
Oeo. Barnes 
£. B. BeU 
John McMaster 
W. Bickard 
Nicolas Bank 
Hermanns Joots 
Casper Oliver 
A. van Boojen 
Frans Vincents 
CarelGroepe,. sen. 
James Green 
Dirk Jonkers 
James Barnes 
Henry Heyn 

Wm. Harris 

Thos. Kent 

C. Groepe, Jan. 

J. Groepe 

Wm. Fames 

S. Jason 

Gabriel Cloete 

David Gjsman 

Piet Jasson 

Piet Banthom. 

F. Jordaan 

Isaak Arens 

Jan Pretorius 

Henry Richards 

Alie Arendz 

Christian Groepe 

Jozef Aemds 

Charles Brown 



James Erve 
Richard Erve 
Jaftha Gjsman 
James D. Evans 
Marthinus Groepe 
Fredrik Jordaan 
Edw. Bell ^ 
A. C. Bell 
Willem Rensberg 
Jan Branders 
John Tagloen 
William Emett 
John Connock 
Martenus Oppel*: 
J. Bice Barnes 
Nathanial Claas 



Agus van der Westhuis- 

Flors Aavends^ 

Jan Matroos 

Stoffel Gysman 

George Good 

M. Constantine 
Jacob Craay 
Piet Bantom 
Adam Banthom 
Michael O'Nicol 
Jas. Arnold 
WiHiam Stnitb 
Geo* Par rack 
Willem Heamaa 
Hans Laas 
D. Gysman 



Fredrik Jordaan, sen. W. Banthanr 
Christian Zeland M. Banthanr 



Valentyn Jacob 
H. Parwe 
Hendrik Bazon 
Jan Ruiters 
Klaas Booy 
Andreas Botha 
Klaas Bazon 
Isaac Groepe 
John Comer 
Frans Vincent 
Klaas Bantom. 
Willem Andries 
Klaas Tal 
Jan Paardewagtar 



Uithaler Bays 
Adrian Bergh 
Adam Groepe 
Mechel Trompeter 
Class van der Wasthuis- 
Gert Lotring 
Agust van derWesthii]& 
Jan Morgen 
W, R». Thomson 
J. Read, sen. 
C.Bear , 
Thomas JeweU' 
'EL Thomson 
Hans Jonker; 
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David Davids Jason Jason John R. Thomson 

David Benseberg Cornelius Magerman Coenraad Schepers 

Hans Renseberg Albrecht Groepe Isaac Isaacs, 

Claas Renseberg Roitei Jager &c. &c. 

Cobos Flatjes Adrian Bantam 



To Field-Comet Botha and other Subscribers, 
Kat River. 

Cape Town, January 31, 1851. 

My Friends, — I received your Address, of the 
20th instant, with a mixture of pride and sorrow. 

I am proud of it because I know you to be sincere, 
and no set of men can know better than yourselves 
my wiHingness, if necessary, to bleed for your good 
and for that of our country. You know that there 
was a time when I could and did serve that country in 
the way you now desire and in many others. 

My answer is the same as that which I returned to 

* 

a sinular invitation with which I was honoured by one 
of the most respectable sections of our fellow subjects, 
the great majority of whom widely differed with me in 
politics. To that answer I must refer you. Another 
Commandant-General is already appointed j — ^under 
him you will do your duty as you have done under me 
and others, and I am left at liberty to proceed to serve 
the Colony in a different capacity. 

My sorrow is caused by the misfortunes of our 
country, aggravated by the defection of some of your 
brethren. These you will try to reclaim, and if they 
are infatuated enough to persevere, you will crush 
them together with the enemy whom they have joined, 
waiting for the end of this unhappy struggle to insist 
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on the most minute investigation of the causes of their 
defection. 

One of the most pleasing* features of your Address is 
the number of your British fellow-subjects who have 
joined you in it. It proves the growing conviction 
that not only as creatures of one Maker^ but as subjects 
of one Crown, the bond of brotherhood is our best 
stronghold. 

To the guidance of your spiritual pastors, whose 
names appear among your own, and to whom you 
and your countrj- already owe so much, I more 
especially commend you. From these you will learn 
the true spirit of loyalty. They will teach you that 
your loyalty to your Sovereign and the laws of the 
land are inseparable from your loyalty to your God 
and his laws ; that these latter are ever founded on 
the immutable principles of truth and justice,, charity 
and mercy, and that all human institutions and acts 
can only be blessed in the degree in which they aspire 
to, and approach the same perfection. 

I remain, my dear friends. 

Your sincere well-wisher, 

A. Stockenstrom.^ 



LVII. 

To Sir Andries Stogkenstrom, Bart., 
&c. &c. &c. 

Stellenboscb, 28th Januar^r, lt^5I. 

Sir,— It affords us much pleasuire to have this oppor- 
tunity ofexprcjssing ta you tliegreftt satisfaction we 
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have derived from the meritorious career you have so 
invariably and most energetically pursued in promoting* 
the improvement and in advocating the best interests 
of this Colony. 

You have already received from this place an ex- 
pression of entire approbation. of the spirit of independ- 
ence manifested by you, and Messrs. Brandy Fairbairn, 
and Reitz, when at your posts in Council, and of your 
determination to redeem the trust imposed on you, by 
an overwhelming majority of your fellow Colonists, not 
to lend your aid to a system of legislation, that was no 
better than a mere delusion, in so far as the voice of 
the people was concerned. 

And we are now proud to meet you here, just on the 
eve of your departure for the mother country, on so 
Boble and important a mission as that with which you 
have been entrusted, while we beg to assure you, that 
you have awakened our unqualified admiration of the 
zeal and diligence which have characterized all your 
proceedings in endeavouring to advance the prosperity 
of this Colony, by securing to it all the blessings of 
free institutions and self-government; for a people. 
Sir, can never be called free, or said to prosper through 
their own energy, until they have the control over 
their own affairs. Now, to achieve this important olgect 
is the akn of your mission^ and the great desire of 
every liberal-minded inhabitant of this Colony. 

It is true that a small but contemptible portion of 
our otherwise talented press has attempted to se^nr 
dalize and misconstrue your own motives, aa well as 
those of others, in the independent course pursued, in 
thus asserting the rights of your country, 4b defiance 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



204 

of a partial Government and a time-serving" faction, the 
former of which seems but too ready to expend our 
hard-earned finances in supporting" its own favourites, 
reg^ardless alike of personal claims and public remon- 
strances, and all this under a pretended economy. 

That through the blessings of a kind Providence you 
may be spared and enabled to accomplish your arduous 
task, and be permitted to spend a long* life, for the 
benefit of a people, who are so endeared to you, and 
who so highly appreciate your exertions in their behalf, 
is the fervent prayer of your obliged and grateful coutt- 
trymen, and obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) M. J. van Nuldt Onkruydt) 

C. P. LiNDENBERG, 

p. BosMAN, and 117 others. 



Stellenboscb, Februarys, 1851. 

Gentlemen, —I beg to return to you my most sin- 
cere thanks for the cordial manner in which you have 
received me, as well as for the kind terms in which you 
allude to my devotion to the good of our- common 
country throughout my now almost closing career. 

For the invitation to a public dinner with which you 
have honoured me, allow me likewise this opportunity 
to thank you, no fess than for your goodness in admit- 
ting the validity of my reasons for declining. 

With reference to the subject to which your address 
more prominently alludes : my sentiments and those of 
my late colleagues, Messrs. Brand, Beitz, and Fair- 
bairn, are already so fiilly before the pubnc, that it is 
tmnecessary to detain you with repetitions^ unless it be 
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to reiterate our recommendation of unanimity and zeal 
in the good cause. 

Your notice of what you call the '' scandalizing^' and 
^' misconstruing'^' of " a small but contemptible portion 
of our otherwise talented press/' compels me to trouble 
you with some brief remarks on the subject^ as a Cape 
Town newspaper openly denounces the di^acefiil 
productions to which you allude^ as ^^ supported by 
high officials, and written by persons paid out of the 
Colonial Chest." Now, gentlemen, I myself have been 
a high official in this Colony, and I am bound to say 
that I believe the public functionaries of South Africa, 
•as a hodyy to be as respectable, as honourable, and as 
efficient a set of men as you will find in any part of 
her Majesty's dominions. I know very few of them 
personally, because the state of my health and other 
reasons compel me to eschew society, but I cannot help 
jentertaining a profound respect for the high characters 
of many of these men. The same, I believe, can be 
said of the aggregate of tlie commercial body, of whom 
efforts are also making to construct an antagonist 
faction against the great mass of the community. That 
such functionaries or such commercial gentlemen should 
lend themselves to the schemes of the '' scandalizers" 
of whom you speak, to reanimate the expiring preju- 
dices and hatred between the Dutch and English por- 
tions of the Queen's subjects, to denounce the Boers as 
rebels, and to vomit the most loathsome personal 
scurrilities against all those who dare to resist the 
domineering and grasping spirit of a few despots, who 
hope to fish in the troubled waters in which the Colony 
may be swamped ; — I say of such men, such conduct 
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is impossible ! The ravings of a few ought not to 
diminish our respect for the character of whole classes. 

But^ gentlemen^ this is more than enough notice to 
waste on '' scandalizers/' Answer them not. Leave 
them the monopoly of the ribaldry and falsehood which 
constitute the vitals of tJmr cause. Your cause is of 
too exalted a nature to require any aid from which 
the man of honour would shrink. It is the cause of 
Justice and needs but the arm of Truth, and Truth 
and Justice, under the patronage of your gracious 
Sovereign, with the sympathy of the British nation, 
what tyrant shall dare to gainsay ? 

Heaven protect you, gentlemen — The District of 
Stellenboschlias always been loyal, let it also be united, 
— united within itself, — united with all classes of our 
feUow-subjects throughout the Colony. This unfortu- 
nate land never stood hso jxmch in need of such imion. 
With such union, trust to your virtuous cause and good 
Queen, trust to the British nation, trust to yourselves, 
but, above all, trust to your God. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

A. Stqckenstrom. 

To M. J. Van N. Onkruydt, Esq.; 
C. P. Lindenberg, Esq. ; P. Bosnian, 
Esq. ; P. J. Haupt, Esq. ; C. G. 
Maraisy sen., Esq. ; and the other 
Subscribers, &c. &c. &c. 
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LVIII. 

[Teanslation.] 

PAARL. 

Paarl, 5tbFeb. I85h 

To Sir Andries Stockenstrom. 

Sir,— We the undersigned, inhabitants of the Paarl, 
have to express our unmin^led satisfaction at your 
unexpected visit to our Town,— the more, as an oppor- 
tunity has been thus afforded to us to assure you per- 
:Sonally of our approval of the proceedings of yom*self 
and your colleagues in the late session of the Legisla- 
tive Council, which ended in the appointment of your- 
self and Mr. Fairbaim as a Deputation to England 
from the inhabitants of this country. We regret much 
that we wer« not previously informed of your intended 
visit, for not alone many of the inhabitants of this 
Town, but of the neighbouring farms also, have thus 
been deprived of the gratification of receiving you as 
we could have wished. 

Whatever difference of opinion be found with some 
respecting the undertaking of yourself and Mr. Fair- 
baim, which we, indeed, do not conceive to be other- 
wise than honourable and arduous, we for ourselves do 
not wish this opportunity to pass without assuring you 
of our confidence that it will receive the successful 
issue which it deserves, and that our excellent Sove- 
reign will give a favourable hearing to the requests of 
her unalterably faithful and loyal subjects who inhabit 
the length and breadth of this Colony. 

Often, and now especially, do we feel the great neces- 
sity that exists of the care and protection of our beloved 
Sovereign, and that our wishes should be made known 
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to Her in respect of the Representative Institutions 
which she has offered to us. 

We are certain that they only fulfil Her Majesty's 
pleasure, who seek the happiness and prosperity of Her 
people. 

We have observed with deep pain by a newspaper, 
the ^^ Cape Monitor y^ the organ of a faction in this 
Colony, that the inhabitants are accused of disloyalty 
by some. We hope, and are confident that you will, 
on your arrival in England, combat the false impres- 
sions regarding us (if any) that may be thus created j 
for we are of opinion that just the faction to which we 
allude may be charged with disloyalty, and that their 
proceedings will end in exciting the feeUngs of the 
inhabitants against Her Majesty's Representative. 

We hope and trust that your voyage to England may 
pot do injury to your already invalid state of health, 
^nd that Providence may bless your efforts on behalf 
of the country of your birth with perfect success, and 
may restore you to us in renewed health and strength. 
To Him we commit you. 

Believe us to be. Sir, 

Yom* faithful servants, 

J. i. DE ViLLIERS, G. L. StEYTLEE, 

M. DE KocK, T. Rocs, &c. 

(In all 90 persons.) 



REPLY. 

[Tbanslation.J 

Paarl, 5th February, 1851. 

Gentlemen, — It was with a deep feeling of grati- 
tude that I received your address, with the many other 

Digitized by LjOOQ iC 



209 

marks ol kindness exhibited by you on my arrival 
here. 

I am especially gratified at the expressions of loyalty 
and respect for Her Majesty the Queen which have 
come with so much feeling* from you:— and which I 
have witnessed also throughout the whole of my late 
journey in the various districts of this Colony : and of 
which I have^ even this morning", observed such g'ratify- 
ing" signs among* our fellow-citizens at Stellenbosch. 

After having- stated my sentiments to you so fully 
by word of mouth, I take the liberty to refer you, in 
order to avoid repetition, to the reply I have given to- 
day to the inhabitants of Stellenbosch, to whom I am 
indebted for a similar honour to that which you have 
done me :— with this addition, in reference to the charge 
of disloyalty that has been made against the Colonists^ 
that I am of opinion that the Colonists thus accused 
should not rest before the names and titles of the 
accused, as well as the accusers, have been publicly 
given to the world, and the Grovemment has fulfilled its 
sacred duty, in using -even unasked— every possible 
means for such a public exposure of the truth. 

Committing you all to the protection of Providence, 

I am. Gentlemen, &c. 

A. Stockenstrom. 
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LIX. 

[Copy.] 

LETTER FROM F. W. REITZ, ESQ. 

Swellendam, Cape of Good Hope, 

10th January, 1851. 

Deab Sir, — As one of the four unofficial Members 
of the late Legislative Council of this Colony, I con- 
sider it my duty to offer to you, and throug^h you to 
Her Majesty's Ministers and to those in England who 
are more particularly interested in the welfare of the 
Cape, my reasons for believing* that the Constitution 
drawtt up and proposed by us, has received the full 
approbation (rf the great mass of the Colonists of 
South Africa; and in the name of the people who 
deputed me to aid in so important a task, to protest 
against any alteration in the main principles? of our 
proposed plan. 

In the first place, I take it for granted, that we 
understand the avowed opinion expressed by Her Ma- 
jesty's Ministers aright — if we interpret it to be— that 
in all matters unconnected with, or which do not in- 
fringe upon imperial rights, it is just and expedient that 
the Colonists should have ample power to decide for 
themselves on the mode of Government likely to suit 
their peculiar situation and circumstances^. 

Secondly — You have evidence enough to prove, that 
we were freely elected by the inhabitants at large,, 
acting through numerous Road Boards and Munici- 
palities, for the purpose of representing their wishes- 
and interests ; but if any doubt should exist as to the 
fairness of our election, the universal denial of Mr.. 
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Montagues statement to the contrary, by numerous 
addresses, resolutions at several Public Meeting's, &c. 
throughout the Colony, and by the pubUc press, must 
in the minds of impartial men remove such doubts. 

I would in this place make a passing remark or two 
with regard to the Members composing the late Coun- 
cil. Sir A. Stockenstrom, long a useful servant in 
Her Majesty^s Civil Service, and formerly Lieutenant- 
Governor in this Colony ; Mr. Brand, our leading bar- 
rister, of more than thirty years standing; and I, a land- 
owner and agriculturist, connected with the oldest wool- 
growing firm, were all three born here. You have 
been for twenty-five years or more editor of our leading 
periodical, and are known to be intimately acquainted 
with the mercantile wants and prospects of the Cape. 
All of us, therefore, must be supposed to be at least 
practicaHy acquainted with this Colony, -and its capa- 
biUties ; whilst, among, the Ofiicial Members, one of 
whom declared frankly that they considered themselves 
mere birds of passage, few have been long in the 
Colony ; not one speaks the language spoken by five- 
sixths of our population; and three out of the five, 
have sons in the public service here, and of course look 
for advancement for them in that service. Mr. Cock, 
the nominee Member of the old Council^ is placed in a 
peculiar situation ; and Mr. Oodlonton, as w^U as Mr. 
Cock, may be said, and in fact considered themselves, 
to be the representatives of Graham'^ Town and 
neighbourhood. 

I mention these facts to shew, that, even indepen- 
dent of the choice of the people, the probability would 
be that the four retired Members are more interested 
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in the prosperity of the Colony at large, and better 
acquainted with its real wants. But I rest my argu- 
ment solely on the simple fact, that we have expressed 
the will of the Colony, and therefore come at once 
to— 

The Evidence, which proves that our propositions 
have met with the almost universal approval of our 
constituents, and of the Colony throughout. 

First, the many Memorials, all numerously signed, 
when compared to the population, and to the number 
of signatures to former Memorials, are evidence. 

2nd. The addresses, public dinners, and similar 
demonstrations within the last three months, compared 
to similar public expressions on other occasions are 
evidence. 

8rd. The public press, with the exception of the 
Graham's Town Journal, edited by Mr. (xodlonton, 
against whose nomination to the Council the Colony 
objected, and another paper, the '' Monitor," supposed 
to be the organ of our opponents in the Western 
Districts,— the press, consisting of twelve weekly news- 
papers, is in our favour, and should I presume be 
considered good evidence. 

On the other hand, I knew of no public meeting 
held in the Western Province for the purpose of oppo- 
sing the scheme of the unofficial Members. There 
has been only one Memorial sent in from Cape Town, 
signed by comparatively few, and those principally 
merchants, and others connected by ties of friendship 
or relationship with the chief civil servants of the 
Colony, whose present salaries not so much, as their 
power to perpetuate official extravagance, by providing 
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for friends and dependents, would be jeopardized by 
any liberal system that can be introduced. 

In Swellendam a dinner was given and an address 
presented to Mr. Godlonton, as a mark of disapproval 
of our conduct, but with the exception of four or five 
landed proprietors, or persons independent of Govern- 
ment, the remainder of the gentlemen present consisted 
of Mr. Southey (Civil Commissioner and head of the 
District) with the Clerk of the Peace and other officials. 

Leaving out of the question altogether, the propriety 
of any active part being taken by the Officers of the 
Civil Service, whose salaries, whose abilities, and whose 
mode of selection for office, form one of the main 
sources of discontent, that meeting can hardly be 
looked upon as expressing the opinion of any class of 
tax-papers in this District. Indeed Mr. Southey (I 
speak advisedly) failed most signally in his personal 
endeavours to get up counter Memorials. 

In the Eastern Province, Graham^s Town and part 
of Fort Beaufort, have expressed dissatisfaction with 
us and our opinions. The principal merchants there 
have, however, remained neutral. At Port Elizabeth 
they merely insist on separation. 

To this we find opposed the large and really pro- 
ductive, improving portions of the Eastern Province, 
consisting of GraafF Reinet, Colesberg, great part of 
Somerset and Uitenhage, and the Kat River Settle- 
ment (forming a portion of Fort Beaufort.) The 
reasons why part of the inhabitants of Graham's Town 
and Fort Beaufort are opposed to us have not been 
distinctly stated, and with regard to the question of 
separation, if the proportion of Members to the new 
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Parliament proposed by us to be given to the Eastern 
Province^ be considered, it will be seen, that that very 
question could be more fairly and honestly settled by 
the first assembly of that Body, than could have been 
done by the late Council, or by Her Majesty's Ministers 
in Eng'land. Had we entered into the subject, or 
recommended immediate separation, we might justly 
have been blamed hereafter for deciding* with unneces- 
sary haste on a most important matter, without being* 
constitutionally and adequately acquainted with the 
wishes of all the inhabitants of the Eastern half of this 
territory. And looking to the intricate nature of the 
question, particularly with regard to the expenses for 
future Kaffir wars— in so far as this Colony may have 
to bear its share of the same, beyond the aid and inter- 
fererwe of the Mother Country; I think, upon reflection, 
the people of Port Elizabeth and Graham's Town, 
must perceive that they lay themselves open to the 
charge of trying to obtain a particular object by false 
pretences. 

I have purposely made this letter as brief as possi- 
ble, in the hope that it may not remain entirely unread. 
The statement of facts with regard to Meetings, 
Memorials, &c. &c. you will find supported in Uie 
papers of the day, and uncontradicted by the two 
opposition papers, except by falsehoods, so self-evident 
and glaring as to require no comment. 

My sole object in addressing you, was to call your 
attention to the facts and occurrences which have 
taken place in this Colony since our resignation, and 
since your departure; and as one of the delegates 
chosen by the people of this Colony^ I thought it 
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incumbent on me to reiterate the opinion I expressed 
three months ag'o^ which has been strengthened by 
what I have since had abundant opportunity of ob- 
serving* — that is to say — ^That the Colonists^ confiding* 
in the promise held out by the British Government, 
are at present patiently satisfied with the state of 
things as they are, seeing* that delay is unavoidable. 
2ndly, That an overwhelming majority, desire the 
Constitution proposed by us, and no other. 3rdly, 
That having made their wishes known to Her Majesty's 
Government by every means in their power through 
the four elected Members, through yourself and Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom, as a Deputation, by Memorials, 
Public Meetings, and the Public Press of the Colony, 
nothing but our insignificance as a community can 
cause our prayers to remain unheard and our righ- 
teous demands unanswered. — But such a consideration 
as our weakness, would be so far beneath the noble 
dignity of the British nation, whilst the earnestness of 
the promise of Her Majesty^s Ministers, dares so little 
to be questioned, that not the slightest doubt is enter- 
tained, but your mission will be attended with success. 
The low qualification for Electors cannot but prove 
to the liberal minded men of England, that no caste 
antipathies have biassed the Colonists or their repre- 
sentatives, and anxiously expecting your speedy return 
amongst us, with the tidings that the present awful 
and uncertain state of this fine Colony has had an end, 

I remain, my dear Sir, your's very truly, 

(Signed) F. W. Reitz.. 
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P.S- — Since writing the above^ a Kaffir War has 
again broken out. Sir Harry Smith is hemmed in at 
Fort Cox; and, though the sympathy of the whole 
Colony is with the brave General, he himself is placed 
in a most trying situation, with hardly any troops, and 
no power or law to enable him to call out the militia 
or Burgher force. His is mdeed a most difficult 
position. 

However, I have great confidence in the ColonistS) 
and if they could once be certain that no vacillating 
plans and frequent changes of measures,, with each 
change of Governors, would hereafter take place, the 
Colony has the means of crushing the border tribes 
eiFectually, so as to secure its own peace and quietness. 
But the question now is, what was the immediate 
cause of the present war, — and if it was the policy 
pursued by men (it matters not how able), who were 
not answerable to the Colonists, or who had not their 
consent for what was done, in how far a great, power- 
ful, but highly honourable people like that of Great 
Britain, can with any show of reason tax us for a war 
which we had nothing to do with, for it must be 
recollected that we have no Legislature of our own, as 
yet. Besides if the question of separation had been 
decided, I cannot see by what mode of reasoning the 
inhabitants of this District (Swellendam), or of Cape 
Town, which are as safe from the aggressions of the 
Kaffir as any county in England, should be made to 
bear so disproportionate a share of a foreign war which 
ought in justice to be borne by the whole empire. 
John Fairbairn, Esq., London. 

THE END. 
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The following* addresses were received since the 
papers contained in this volume were printed off, 

WYNBERG, 
Commercial Advertiser. 

Cape Town, March, 1851. 

The following Address to Sir A, Stockenstrom^ 
prepared when the news was received of the Maidston^s 
arrival^ was presented to that gentleman^ on Tuesday 
last, at twelve o'clock, by a deputation consisting of 
Messrs. Eksteen and Cruj'^wagen, The names of the 
subscribers will be recognised as those of some of the 
most respectable families of the Cape, — the individuals 
themselves as some of the best known of our citizens. 
Mr. Eksteen, who was one of the deputation, is remem- 
bered as the Commandant of the Cape Burghers, in 
the war of 1846, under Sir P. Maitland. He accom- 
panied the Kei expedition with Sir A. Stockenstrom, 
in the course of that war. 

[Translation.] 

Wynberg, 10th March, 1851. 

To the Honorable Sn* A. Stockenstrom, Bart. 

Honorable Sir,— We, the undersigned inhabitants 
of the district of Wynberg, desire upon the occasiou 
of your departure for England, to wish you a most 
cordial farewell. And as we observe that the nearer 
the moment of your departure approaches, the more 
active the attempts of a certain party are becoming 

Q Digitized by Google 



218 

to sti^atize your estimable character by the foulest 
slander and the vilest insinuations^ we consider it our 
duty and an honour^ hereby to give you the most 
unqualified assurance of our undiminished esteem. 
We wish you and your respected Lady a prosperous 
voyag'e to England^ and hope that your efforts there, 
for the prosperity of the Colony, may be crowned with 
the most happy results. 

We subscribe ourselves, 
Honorable Sir, 
Your well-wishers, servants, and friends, 
D. G. Eksteen, H. Cruy wagen. Sen., J. W. Eksteen, 
S. J. Mostert, Sen., A. Zeederberg, . P. van Breda, 
Alex, s., F. H. Truter, H. A. Steyn, S. van Schoor, 
J, C. Cruywag'en, J. A. Mostert, M. van Schoor, F. 
Whitcomb, F. J. Kotze, A. C. Bam, E. C. Jones, 
J. F. van Eenen, And. de Smidt, C. Marais, J. H; 
Wicht, Vesp. Schonnberg, V. Sch(5nnberg, Jun., A. J. 
Mostert, J. Malan, A. J. Louw, J. N. Hamman, J. A. 
Steg-manuy J. A. Munnik, J. W. J. Versfeld, J. F: 
Dreyer, H. C. Dreyer, J. A. Dreyer, A. du Toit, H. 
C. Dreyer, A. W. Louw, F. van Breda, C. Mostert, 
J. F. Deneys, H. C. D. Maynier, Dirk. C. Cloete, 
G. H. van Breda, D. G. Deneys, J. P. Eksteen, W. 
Wium, F. Engels, Dr. Drossel, A. Brink, C. Blanken- 
hergy R. C. van Reenen, J. N. Oolyn, L. J. Colyn, 
Jonk. J. F. C. Storm van 's Gravesande, C. de Kock, 
G. de Eock. 



[Translation.] 

Wynbcrg. ISth March, 1851. 

Gentlemen,— I- acknowledg'e the receipt of your 
Address with a deep sense of gratitude for the senti- 
ments therein expressed towards me, personally, i@ 



well as with reference to the object of my mission to 
Eng'land^ and whilst I assure you of my utmost efforts 
in promoting the interests which have been intrusted 
to me by yourselves^ and by the great majority of our 
Fellow-Colonists, I take the liberty to impress upon 
your and their minds once more, that the success of 
the deputation sent by the Colony will mainly depend 
upon your firmness and unanimity. 

With reference to a ^^ certain party'' and its ^^ foulest 
slander and vilest insinuations/' to which you allude, 
I have only to observe that if the public interest were 
not involved in the matter, the whole party would be 
altogether unworthy of your notice. It consists of 
men whose motives are known j their fiiry is by no 
means unnatural 3 they find themselves at last un- 
masked before an intelligent reasonable public, they 
dee that they can no longer deceive the Colony, and 
cannot much longer oppress it ; — they therefore can- 
not but most cordially hate those who in any way 
obstruct their despotism, and as it must ever be beyond 
their power justly to fix the least stigma upon me, I 
trust that my fiiends will treat them with the contempt 
which they receive from me. 

Your names. Gentlemen, outweigh thousands of 
such parties, and therefore, thanking you once more, 
and committing you and your families to the protection 
of Providence, 

I have the honor to be, your devoted 

obedient Servant and Friend, 
A. Stockenstrom. 

D. G. £kst££N, Esq., and the 
other Gentlemen who 



signed the Address. 
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A deputation of the Lutheran Church waited upon 
Sir A. StockeuBtrom on Friday, and presented him 
with the address^ of which a translation is given 
below. The Baronefs answer was given verbally, 
assuring the gentlemen who appeared on behalf of the 
Church, of the personal respect he entertained for 
them, and of his grateful sense of the favourable 
wishes they had been so good as to express regarding 
himself and his family. 



[Translation.] Cape Town, 2l8t March« 1851. 

To Sib Andries Stockenstrom, Bart. 

Sir, — The gratifying duty has been committed to 
us by the Board of Churchwardens of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation, of which we have the happi- 
ness of recognising yourself as a highly respected 
member, to offer you on their behalf the most hearty 
assurance of their wishes for your bappiness, — at this 
time that you are about to leave for a short period a 
country in which your abilities, your talents, and your 
well known Christian principles, are held in such 
universal esteem. 

We trust that it may please Providence to give you 
and your respected Lady a prosperous voyage, and 
that He may spare you both in health, and be ever 
your protector and your guide. 

It is our prayer also, that it may please the 
Almighty speedily to permit your return, in perfect 
happiness to your beloved native land, to your affec- 
tionate family circle, and to the community in which 
you are held in such regard. 
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In this prayer, we would assure you, that the whole 
congregution heartily unites with us. 

May the gracious and merciM God Ailfil these bur 
wishes, even heyond our most sanguine hope. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your servants and brothers, 

J. M. Kloek van Staveren, V.D.M., Minister. 

E. A. Zeederbebg, ) t:,,, 
J. A. H. Wight, ' \ ^1^^^- 

0. H. Ebeling, ) T^ 

J. D. Freislich, j Deacons. 



Commission of Deputation. 

Resolved — That in accordance with the desire ex- 
pressed by the resident householders and rate-payers 
of the Municipalities of. Cape Town and Green Point, 
at their several meetings held on the 2nd and 12th 
instants, and confirmed by the Municipalities and 
Rate-payers of the Divisions of Beaufort, Caledon, 
Malmesbury, Uitenhage, Graff Reinet, Riversdale, 
Worcester, Paarl, Stellenbosch, and George respectively, 
as appears from the documents hereunto annexed ; — 
the Commissioners for the Municipality of the City of 
Cape Town, hereby authorial and appoint for them- 
selves, as well as for and on behalf of the great, 
influential and respectable majority of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, who have so requested it. Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, Esq., as a 
deputation, to represent, jointly and severally, to our 
Gracious Sovereign, and to the British Parliament and 
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people^ the grievances^ wants^ and wishes of Her 
Majestys loyal and faithful subjects in this settlement^ 
and to consent to^ and if need be^ to pray her Majesty 
to sanction the following heads of a Constitution for 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. (Here follow 
the Articles of the Draft Constitution for the Cape of 
Good Hope. See annexed printed copy in the 8. A. 
Commercial Advertizer, for October 26). 

Given under the seal of the Municipality of the 
City of Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, this the 
26th day of October, 1860. 

Hercules C. Jarvis, 

Chaimum. 
By Order of the Commissioners, 

P. J. Dennyssen, 

Secretary. 



THE END. 



G. nObman, printer, maiden lane, covent garden. 
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